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David N. Dinkins Manhattan Municipal Building
New York, NY 10007

Re:  LPC-19-40687
New York Public Library - 476 Fifth Avenue

Dear Ms. Carroll:

We represent the Committee to Save the New York Public Library (“CSNYPL”), Citizens
Defending Libraries (“CDL”) and their more than 20,000 members (collectively, the “Coalition™)
who are dedicated to the cause of protecting New York City’s treasured libraries, including, in
particular, the Main Branch of the New York Public Library at 476 Fifth Avenue in Manhattan
(“Main Branch”). We write in opposition to the application (“Application”) by the administration
at the New York Public Library (the “Applicant”) for a certificate of appropriateness (“CofA”),
which, if granted, would permit the Applicant to, among other things: (i) add a vertical circulation
core adjacent to the landmarked South Court consisting of an enclosed stair, vestibule, and twin
elevator bank, requiring new openings cut into the walls of every floor, including, especially, those
of the majestic North-South Gallery; (ii) convert certain courtyard windows into doors; (iii) add an
asymmetrical doorway entrance to Gottesman Hall; and (iv) reconfigure the gates to the service court
on 40th Street (collectively, “Proposed Work™).

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

For the reasons set forth below, the Application is premature and, in any event, must be
denied. First, under the provisions of a certain 1978 Agreement (“1978 Agreement”) (Ex. 1)
between the New York State Department of Parks and Recreation (“State Parks™), which includes
the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”), the Applicant cannot make any changes to the
structure of, or effect improvements to, the Main Branch without prior approval of State Parks. And,
as of this writing, SHPO has not provided its consent to the Proposed Work contemplated by the
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Application. We recognize that, thus far, SHPO has suggested that its consent is not required;
however, SHPO’s position merely reflects a lack of institutional knowledge of the 1978 Agreement,
which apparently, SHPO’s current leadership is not aware of. Because SHPO has not provided its
consent to the Application, the Proposed Work by the Applicant cannot be performed, rendering any
CofA premature.

Second, as shown below, the Proposed Work includes, in particular, a twin-elevator bank
abutting the landmarked South Court and the non-designated, but equally-as-important North-South
Gallery directly adjacent to one already-existing larger elevator, resulting in a redundancy that the
Applicant has never explained or justified. A closer examination of the Application and the
circumstances surrounding its preparation confirms that the requested CofA is designed to streamline
the Applicant’s catering business for large special events and receptions (weddings, bar mitzvahs,
corporate parties, etc.) that have become the new priority at the Main Branch (“Reception Hall
Business”). See the Applicant’s Special Events Brochure (Ex. 2). However, as reflected below, the
Applicant’s Reception Hall Business, which caters to the wealthy and privileged (id.) at the expense
of public access to this publicly-owned building sited in a public park, violates: (i) a certain
Agreement of Consolidation, dated May 23, 1895, entered into between the three trusts that
established the Applicant more than 120 years ago (“Consolidation Agreement”) (Ex. 3); (i) a
certain lease between the City of New York and the Applicant, entered into in 1897 (the “Lease™)
(Ex. 4); (iit) the City Charter (Ex. 5); (iv) a certain Library Construction and Enabling Act of 1897,
and {v) the public trust doctrine, which limits use of park spaces to “park uses.” Accordingly, the
requested CofA would constitute clear violation of law, empowering the Commission under §25-
307(b)(3) of the Landmarks Law to deny the Application.

Third, the proposed work, which, we emphasize, is designed solely to enhance an illegal
Reception Hall Business in the iconic Main Branch, would destroy architectural and cultural
resources (both those which are protected by designation and those certain interiors which have not
yet been recognized but which are nevertheless uniquely important spaces), critical to maintaining
the integrity of this designated landmark. And the affected interior spaces, although not yet
designated, have been the subject of three Requests for Evaluation (“RFEs™), the first of which was
filed nearly six (6) years ago (“First RFE”), and as to which, the Commission has not yet taken action
(First RFE, Ex. 6). Thus, the Research Department of the Commission has implemented a virtual
pocket veto with respect to important cultural and architectural resources, preventing their
preservation. Regardless, in the absence of'a compelling justification, the Commission should reject
the Application as a needless demolition and renovation that would result in permanent
disfigurement of the Main Branch.

For these and the reasons set forth below, we respectfully request that the Application be
denied or at least deferred pending SHPO’s evaluation.
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1 The Proposed Work Contemplated by the Application Requires an
Approval from SHPO That, in Violation of the 1978 Agreement, Hasn’t
Even Been Requested Yet

Section 7 of the 1978 Agreement between State Parks, the City and the Applicant states:

The Applicants [City and Applicant herein] hereby agree to maintain and use
said property [the Main Branch] in accordance with standards established by
[State] Parks and further ggrees to make no changes in the structure or
improvemeni of said premises or additions thereto without the prior approval
of [State] Parks.

Ex. 1, §7.

On July 8, 2019, we asked SHPOQO, which is a division of State Parks, to evaluate the
Application. We did not reference the 1978 Agreement in our request, instead arguing that the
Applicant unlawfully segmented its Master Plan by filing the Application (which consists of
purportedly privately-funded work) separately from an earlier application that included
interdependent sidewalk work (which is publicly-funded) so as to avoid more rigorous SHPO review
of the entire Master Plan, and the Application, in particular. SHPO responded that it had already
reviewed the sidewalk work and that its review of the Application is supposedly unnecessary because
no public funding would be required to complete the Proposed Work therein. Leaving aside the fact
that SHPO mistakenly disregarded the Applicant’s segmentation of its Master Plan -- a tactic heavily
disfavored by the Courts in New York -- as is clear from the 1978 Agreement, the obligation to
obtain SHPO’s approval is not conditioned upon the existence of public funding. All that is required
to trigger the obligation to obtain SHPO approval is for the work to constitute gither: (i) a change
in the structure; or (i1) an improvement in the Main Branch. Plainly, the Proposed Work would meet
both triggers. Thus, the Application is entirely dependent upon an approval that the Applicant hasn’t
even requested, much less obtained. As such, the Application is premature and should be deferred
pending SHPO’s review or, in the alternative, denied without prejudice.

2. The Proposed Work Would Vielate an Assortment of Agreements, a Trust, and
New York State and City Law

The Proposed Work -- including, in particular, the addition of a twin elevator bank
(“Redundant Elevator Bank™) -- serves to benefit the Applicant’s Reception Hall Business rather
than the educational and scholarly needs of the New York Public Library (“NYPL”). Indeed, as the
Applicant explained during the July 9th Public Hearing, the purpose of adding the Redundant
Elevator Bank is to provide the public with elevator service so that the existing elevator abutting the
South Court -- which purportedly makes for a “great service elevator” as it is the “only elevator that
goes down to the loading dock™ -- can be used to deliver food, and other goods, ostensibly for special
events in the Schwarzman Building of the Main Branch, including, in particular, Astor Hall, the
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Celeste Bartos Forum, the Edna Barnes Salomon Room, the McGraw Rotunda, the Wachenheim
Trustees Room, and the Celeste Auditorium." See also the Applicant's Special Events Brochure (Ex.
2). However, as reflected below, the NYPL was created and funded to provide a public benefit (i.e.,
the world’s greatest free public library system) to g/ citizens of New York and visitors from all over
the world. It was not established to offer high-end catering and special event planning services to
the wealthy and elite in order to line the pockets of the Applicant’s executives. Yet, this is precisely
what the Main Branch is used for.?

Worse still, the Reception Hall Business is being run entirely at the expense of public access
to a publicly-owned building sited in a public park insofar as a substantial portion of the
Schwarzman Building is regularly dedicated to private special events for those wealthy enough to
rent the space rather than to the library’s exhibition and collection needs. See the Applicant's Special
Events Brochure (Ex. 2). As reflected below, such use of the Main Branch is impermissible under:
(1) the Consolidation Agreement (Ex. 3); (ii) the Lease (Ex. 4); (iii) the City Charter (Ex. 3); (iv) the
Library Construction and Enabling Act of 1897 (Ex. 12); and (v) the public trust doctrine.
Accordingly, the requested CofA would constitute a clear violation of law, empowering the
Commission to deny the Application under §25-307(b)(3) of the Landmarks Law.

a. The Consolidation Agreement Created the NYPL for the Purpose
of Carrying on a Free Public Library in New York City for the
Benefit of the Public

Prior to entering into the Consolidation Agreement in May 1895, three corporate entities
known as “The Trustees ofthe Astor Library,” “The Trustees of the Lenox Library,” and “The Tilden
Trust,” respectively (collectively, the “Three Library Companies™), were separately incorporated and

'See July 9th LPC Public Hearing at 2:26:28 - 2:27:22,
https:/fwww.youtube.com/watch?7v=zA9V4OP Xcxw.

?See Myelle Lansat, Here's how much it costs 1o get married at 9 of the most glamorous wedding
venues in New York City, BUSINESS INSIDER {(Jul. 21, 2018),
https://www businessinsider.com/popular-new-york-wedding-venues-cost-2018-6#the-foundry-9000-150
00-8 (stating that the cost to rent the Main Branch for a wedding begins at $60,000); LinkedIn Profile of
Emily Neidhardt Esposito, Director Of Special Events at The New York Public Library,
https://www linkedin.com/in/emily-neidhardt-esposito-9811b098 (noting that the NYPL generates “4
million dollars in event revenue ... annually”); Robin Pogrebin, Library Reveals President’s Salary,
ARTSBEAT: NEW YORK TIMES BLOG (May 22, 2014),
https://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/22/library-reveals-presidents-salary/ (providing that the
President of the Applicant, Anthony M. Marx, was paid $781,000 during his first full year as President);
Serge F. Kovaleski, New York Library Officials* Pay? Shhh, THE NEW YORK TiMES (Nov. 19, 2006),
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/19/nyregion/19library html (noting that the salaries of the Applicant’s
President and other high-ranking officers had significantly increased from the salaries of their
predecessors beginning in or about 2005).
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“organized as library companies for the purpose of carrying on libraries in the City and County of
New York” (Consolidation Agreement, Fourth Recital) (Ex. 3). The Three Library Companies were
to be consolidated “in such form_that the benefits of the three institutions might be more widely
disseminated among the people" (Bulletin of the New York Public Library at 10, Ex. 7). As a
condition of conselidation:

[t]he said new corporation shall establish and maintain a free public
library and reading-room in the City of New York, with such
branches as may be deemed advisable, and shall continue and
promote the several objects and purposes set forth in the respective
acts of incorporation of “The Trustees of the Astor Library,” “The
Trustees of the Lenox Library.” and " The Tilden Trust.”

(Ex. 3). As set forth in the Acts of Incorporation for each of the Three Library Companies, the
objects and purposes thereof include:

. “to establish and maintain a fiee library and reading room in the city of New
York” (Act of Incorporation of the Tilden Trust, Ex. 8);

. “to render a public benefit to the City of New York and to contribute to the
advancement of useful knowledge and the general good of society” (Bulletin
of the New York Public Library at 3, Ex. 7);

. to erect and maintain “a building suitable for a public library” (Act of
Incorporation of the Astor Library, Ex. 9; Act of Incorporation of the Lenox
Library, Ex. 10) (emphasis added);

. to purchase “books, maps, charts, models, drawings, paintings, engravings,
casts, statues, furniture, and other things appertaining to a library for general
use” (Act of Incorporation of the Astor Library, Ex. 9; see also Act of
Incorporation of the Lenox Library, Ex. 10) (emphasis added);

. to invest in a fund for: (a) “paying the value of the site of the building,” (b)
“maintaining and gradually increasing the said library, and defraying the
necessary expenses of taking care of the same,” and (¢) “the accommaodation
of persons consulting the library” (Act of Incorporation of the Astor Library,
Ex. 9; Act of Incorporation of the Lenox Library, Ex. 10);

. fo use of any surplus funds “in procuring public lectures to be delivered in
connection with the library, upon useful subjects of literature, philosophy,
science, history, and the fine arts, or in promoting in any other mode the
objects of the institution as above expressed” (Act of Incorporation of the
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Astor Library, Ex. 9; Act of Incorporation of the Lenox Library, Ex. 10)
(emphasis added)

(collectively, the “Objects and Purposes”). Thus, upon consolidation of the Three Library
Companies into a single corporation -- i.e., the NYPL, each of the several Objects and Purposes set
forth in each of their respective acts of incorporation was carried over into the NYPL, to be observed
and maintained by its Board of Trustees (“Board”) (Consolidation Agreement, Paragraph Second,
Ex. 3).* None of these Objects and Purposes includes maintenance of a private reception hall
business - particularly one that comes at the expense of public access to the NYPL’s research
collection.

b. The NYPL’s First Board of Trustees Enlisted the Assistance of the
City of New York on the Ground that a Free Public Library System
Would Provide a Public Benefit fo the People of the City of New
York

Although receiving substantial endowments from the Lenox, Tilden, and Astor families for
the establishment of the NYPL, the first Board appointed for the NYPL argued that such
endowments were insufficient to create and maintain “a library of the first rank” (Board of Trustees’
Address to the NYC Mayor at 127, Ex. 11). The Board thus asked the City of New York for
approval of legislation that would permit the City to grant to the NYPL.: (i) land upon which to erect
its library building; and (i1) the funds necessary to construct such a building (/d. at 132). In its
address to the Hon. William L. Strong (then-Mayor of New York City), the Board of Trustees argued
that the City had a duty to provide “adequate support for a great Public Library” (id at 127), which
aims at the “circulation of books for home reading ... in addition to supplying the needs of scholars™
so that “its benefits are brought by means of many stations within reasonable reach of all” (Id. at
128). Thus, the focus of the use of space was as a free public library, not a private reception hall.

Touting the benefits of a free public /ibrary system, the Board provided that:

[A] popular public library, bringing sound literature within the reach
of every man's home. is in a very real sense a part of the educational
system _of the State. Education ought not to stop with the public
school, nor even with the high school. It is necessary also to provide
the higher school which a well-equipped popular library can alone
afford. Moreover the State has a profound interest in aiding the
circulation of ideas that are not ephemeral. The best influence of a
popular press must largely depend upon its having within reach a
complete storehouse of scientific, economic and historical facts, with

’Reference to these Objects and Purposes appears in the Consolidation Agreement, the Lease, the
City Charter, and the Library Construction and Enabling Act of 1897.
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which to correct the crudeness of hasty judgments of great social and
national movements (Jd. at 129) (emphasis added).

In response (o the Board’s plea for financial help, the State Legislature passed a law in May
1896 authorizing the predecessor of State Parks to enter into a contract with the NYPL for the use
and occupation of the land currently occupied by the NYPL, “for establishing and maintaining a fiee
public library and reading room and carrying out the objects and purposes of said corporation and
said contract may provide that such use and occupation may continue so long as the [NYPL)] shall
maintain such free library and reading room upon said land” (Bulletin of the New York Public
Library at 20, Ex. 7) (emphasis added). The “objects and purposes of said corporation” referenced
therein are those set forth on pp. 5-6 herein, and do not include a private reception hall business.

The City Charter was thereafter amended to allow the City to enter into a contract with the
NYPL to use the land currently occupied by the NYPL“for establishing and mainiaining thereon a
firee_public library and reading room, and for carrying out the objects and purposes of said
corporation in accordance with the provisions of the [Consolidation Agreement]” (City Charter
Amendment at 137, Ex. 5) (emphasis added). The “objects and purposes of said corporation”
referenced therein are those set forth on pp. 5-6 herein, and, again, do not include a private reception
hall business.

On May 19, 1897, the Governor signed the Library Construction and Enabling Act of 1897,
providing for the construction of a library building on the land currently occupied by the NYPL and
for the occupation thereof by the NYPL, inter alia, “for carrving out the objects and purposes of
said corporation_in_accordance with_the [Consolidation Agreement], and the several acts
incorporating the {Three Library Companies ]” (Ex.12 at 141) (emphasis added). The “objects and
purposes of said corporation” referenced therein are those set forth on pp. 5-6 herein, and, again, do
not include a private reception hall business.

On December 8, 1897, the NYPL entered into the Lease for the NYPL with the City, for “so
long as the [NYPL] shall use and occupy such building for the purpose of maintaining therein a
public library and reading room and carrying on the objects and purposes of the said corporation,
as provided by its [Consolidation Agreement, and the several acts incorporating the Three Library
Companies]” (Ex. 4) (emphasis added). The “objects and purposes of said corporation” referenced
therein are those set forth on pp. 5-6 herein, and, again, do not include a private reception hall
business.

As demonstrated supra, the Consolidation Agreement (incorporating therein the several acts
of incorporation of the Three Library Companies), the Lease, the City Charter, and the Library
Construction and Enabling Act of 1897 (collectively, “NYPL’s Governing Documents”) each require
the Applicant to maintain the NYPL as a free public library and to carry out its Objects and Purposes,
none of which contemplate the use of the Main Branch as a catering hall frequented by the wealthy
and powerful. Furthermore, the Lease was entered into (and the enabling legislation thereto was
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enacted) only afier the Board of Trustees represented to the Cily, in its Address to Mayor Strong, its
conviction that the City’s support was instrumental to erecting and maintaining a world-renowned
firee public library system that would benefit persons of all classes and walks of life (see Board of
Trustees” Address to the NYC Mayor, Ex. 11). For these reasons, the work contemplated in the
Application -- which serves to benefit the Applicant’s Reception Hall Business rather than the
Objects and Purposes necessary to maintaining a free public library of “first rank” -- violates the
NYPL’s Governing Documents and should be rejected by the Commission under §25-307(b)(3) of
the Landmarks Law.

C. The Application Further Violates the Public Trust Doctrine and
Stould be Rejected by the Commission on this Basis As Well

“Only the state legislature has the power to alienate parkland (or other lands held in the
public trust) for purposes other than those for which they have been designated.” Avella v. City of
New York, 29 N.Y.3d 425, 431 (2017). In light of this principle, also known as the Public Trust
Doctrine, “a proposed use of parkland [must] fall[ ] within the scope of legislative authorization once
granted.” /d. Here, the New York State Legislature plainly authorized occupation of a portion of
Bryant Park by N'YPL for the sole purposes of carrying on a free public library as required under the
Consolidation Agreement and effectuating the Objects and Purposes incorporated by reference
therein (Library Construction and Enabling Act of 1897, Ex. 12). Insofar as the Legislature
authorized the use of parkland for a library and not a private catering hall, the Proposed Work, were
it to be performed, would violate the Public Trust Doctrine, as well as the Lease, the City Charter,
and the Library Construction and Enabling Act of 1897. Consequently, the Application must be
denied.

3. The Proposed Work Would Needlessly Disfigure the Main Branch, and
Irreversibly Damage Cultural and Architectural Features

As the Application a) is incomplete, b) would threaten the existing construction of
historically significant interior spaces, and ¢) would frustrate the conditions of a previous
Commission approval, the Application does not satisfy the requirements of the New York City
Landmarks Law, and must be denied.

a. The Application Is Incomplete

The Applicant has provided drawings that can only be characterized as schematic. The
submitted documents are, not only devoid of information regarding the material, color, and texture
of the proposal, but no details of the proposed doors, hardware, casings or mouldings have been
provided. Nor, has any information been provided illustrating how the proposed new construction
would meet the landmark building facade. These details are critical in determining that the impact
the proposed modern construction would have on the aesthetic character of the landmark eastern
facade of the South Court. Without this information the public is deprived of its right to view and
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comment on the substance of this Application, and the Commission cannot perform its statutorily
mandated review under §25-307 (b)(2) of the Landmarks Law. Therefore, the Application must be
rejected as incomplete.

b. The Proposed Work Would Threaten the Existing Construction of
Historically Significant Interior Spaces

The Applicant’s design documents propose construction that would permanently alter two
significant interior spaces which are the subject (infer alia) of three open RFEs: the North-South
Gallery and the Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III Gallery, both of which are historically significant.
Therefore, as reflected below, the Commission should not consider the instant application until it
has reviewed the open RFEs.

In particular, on March 28, 2013, Simeon Bankoff, Executive Director of The Historic
District Council submitted the First REFE to the Commission requesting that interior landmark status
be conferred on 13 interior rooms of the Main Branch of the Library (Ex. 6) -- the Rose Main
Reading Room; Bill Blass Public Catalogue Room; Miriam and Ira D. Wallace Art & Architecture
Room; Brook Russell Astor Reading Room for Rare Books and Manuscripts; Edna B. Salomon
Room; 42" Street Staircases; Sue and Edgar Wachenheim IIT Trustees Room; North-South Gallery,
First Floor; Gottesman Exhibition Hall; Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III Gallery; DeWitt Wallace
Periodicals Room; Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division; and Celeste Bartos Forum.

When the Commission did not respond, Charles D. Warren President of The Committee to
Save the New York Public Library, submitted a second RFE in April of 2017 (“Second RFE”). In
a letter dated June 21, 2017, the Commission responded to Mr. Warren’s Second RFE,
acknowledging its receipt (Ex. 13). However, the Commission chose to review the significance of
only two of the proposed thirteen rooms (the Rose Main Reading Room, and the Bill Biass Public
Catalogue Room), holding a public hearing of the matter on July 18, 2017. Interior Landmark
designation was conferred upon both rooms on August 8, 2018. However, the Commission did not
act at that time upon either of the First or Second RFEs to the extent of the other 11 rooms, including
the North-South Gallery and the Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III Gallery. Therefore, on April 3,
2019, Mr. Bankoff submitted a third RIE for evaluation of the of the remaining11 interior spaces
(“Third RFE”) (Ex. 14) (collectively, the “Three RFEs™). At this time, the Commission has yet to
act upon any of the Three RFEs (aside from designating just two of the 13 proposed spaces).

Impact to the North-South Gallery

At this time, the Applicant proposes to remove an existing internal stairway, and the
women’s and men’s lavatories currently abutting the southern portion of the western North-South
Gallery wall, replacing those spaces with a newly enlarged stair, and elevator lobby, and an elevator
shaft containing two new elevator cars. This work would be particularly destructive to this landmark
because, the walls of the Astor Hall entry foyer and the North-South Gallery are of a rare type of
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construction. The precise cutting, carving and fitting together of large stone blocks to create a load
bearing wall with a rusticated finish, a technique known as stereotomy, although common in ancient
times, is rare in early 20" century interior construction. Disturbing this interior construction would
result in a significant change to the existing wall. Even with the best protection and restoration
efforts, portions of the existing wall would need to be removed and replaced. Matching of the
existing stone and its finish would be close to impossible. Furthermore, the proposed widening of
the existing Men’s Lavatory doorway to create an adequate entry to the proposed elevator lobby
would directly alter the existing wall. Accordingly, it is imperative that this aspect of the
Application be rejected.

The Wachenheim Gallery

The Applicant’s current submission indicates that a walkway proposed in its July 9"
submission, permitting access from the First Floor Mezzanine to an Office, has been removed from
the current submission. Yet the Applicant does not provide information on the use of this now
inaccessible room. This begs the question: How is access to this space to be provided? As the
spaces adjacent to the eastern and northern walls of this space are open to below, and the southern
wall is shared by the proposed new elevator shafi, it appears that access must be provided by
significantly altering the room directly below (the Wachenheim Gallery — one of the rooms referred
to the Commission for evaluation which has not been addressed).

As the Three RI'Es are still open for these two (and other) important interior spaces, and the
proposed construction would materially impact both rooms, the Commission should not act upon
this Application until such time as a determination is made regarding the architectural, cultural and
historical significance of the rooms.

a The Proposed Alteration Would Frustrate the Conditions of a
Previous Commission Approval

Since 1967, the Main Branch of the Library has enjoyed landmark status under National, New
York State and New York City designations. In 1965 the Main Branch Library was designated as
a National Historic Landmark (“NHL”), in 1966 it was placed on the National Register of Historic
Places, and in 1967 the Commission designated the Library as a Landmark. The eastern wall of the
Southern Court, as an exterior wall of the original Main Branch Library building, holds the same
three landmark designations.

In 2001, the Conumission approved the construction of a three-story “freestanding” modern
building, designed by the architectural firm Davis Brody Bond (“DBB”), within what was then the

Y Compare, “Proposed First Floor Mezzanine Plan - 7/09 Proposal” with “Proposed First Floor
Mezzanine Plan” — South Court: Proposed Circulation, at p. 6 of Applicant’s Follow-up Submission,
August 13,2019,
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open Southern Courtyard. A critical element of The Commission’s approval of that design was the
construction of an opening measuring approximately 35'-0" by 11'-6" allowing public viewing of the
full height of the nearly 90-foot tall landmark facade. The constructed opening contains a
freestanding stair from the Celeste Auditorium to the first floor of the DBB addition, and a six-foot
wide bridge connecting the first floor of the addition to the first floor of main library building. The
Applicant’s July 9" submission proposes to eliminate this opening entirely, extending the first floor
of the infill building to the extent of the landmark eastern facade. This would prevent a full viewing
of the original classical library facade. The Commission directed the Applicant to study alternate
designs that would preserve viewing of the full facade. The Applicant’s current submission
responds with a token gesture, proposing two paltry 4'-2" wide holes in the proposed first floor slab,
all but assuring that no one but the most dedicated preservationist with detailed knowledge of the
Main Branch and its various designations, would ever take the time to look through. In short, the
4'-2" holes do not preserve the visual identity of the precious landmark or the public’s ability to
experience it. Accordingly, this aspect of the Application should be denied as well.

Very truly yours,

Fotuin 4
Michael S. Hiller
Fatima V. Afia
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i APPLICANE herelry agree  and ubligate L assume all costs (IR
\ ?
: 3 - : : - i
g i of maincenance, repair ond administration of the jroucrey '
i Clbe
H hereinafter doscribed so as to protect and herserve the
: . . . [nd
historical inteyrity of features, mat rinls, aspesrancs, workman- C
.
B ship and enwironecont, i .
: 1
: {
: i
‘l .
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5. The APPLLCANE hereby aprec that suel. obhlipation of

gidd APPLLICANE, Lo walontaln, repafc and admininier sueh property
shall bind sald APPLICANTEand be enforceablo apainst same for a
period of time to be determined by the smount of Federal
dsslatinee Lo be recelved acecovding to the foliowlng schedule;
Fedoral asslitance of up to §9,%99: 20 vears
Federal asslatance of § 10,000 ta § 49,9%: 30 years
Federal assistance of $ 50,000 Lo $249,59%: 40 years V/
Federal assistance of 5250,000 and over: 50 years

6. Az further consideracion for the payment Lo the

| APPLICANTS oL such fLunds axn may be avallable under the Rational

Histovic Preservat{sn Act of {056 and speeifically earwirked for
an acquisition vather than a developaent project, the APPLICANTS
hereby apree Lo notffy PARKS that $L Los recdcived a bona fide
acceptable alfer to puechase the property, andg, in addition, whe
purchase prive and oiler witeriai Lerps of such offor.  PARKS
shall have the vipht, frvevoear le ;o0 a period of 30 days aftoer
the giving of suzh notlee, to purchase the promises at the
purchase price and on the other material terms set forth in said
offer.

7o The APCLICAND: hereby agree  to waintain aud use said

Property in dccordance with standards established by PARKS and

further agrecs Lo nuke o e¢hanpges in the struciure or Lmprovemenls
1 5 1

of said premises cv additions thereto without the privy approvai
of PANKS,

8. The APLICANIY beveby agree Lo hold, maintain aad
administer such property for Lhe bencfit of the peblic at larpe
according to cthe public Lenelit puidelines that shall bo
promuigated by the Hational Park Survice pursuant Lo powers
gravted it by che Rational liistoric Vreservation Act of 1966 and

vhich shall be published from cime Lo time in ilisioaric Proesorga-

tien Grants-in-0d Policies and Procederes, & copy of the

———

A
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curventiy applicable publie boweCiL puidelines is attached

hereto labeled Apponilix I, and thoeveby ineorporated Levein,
9. The APFLICANT hereby agver  that It shall maintain

such preperty for the public bemerit accovding to the terms sct

forth in the fwiedlately preceding paragraph for a period of

time to be determined by the amount uf the prant.  Such perilod

of vtime shall be deteormlned in the same manner and according to

the schedule set forth above in paragraph 4,

10, As a further conslderation for tha payment to thoe
AFPLICANTS of such Lunds as may be available under the Rutional
lilstorie Freservatiue Act of 1964, Lhe APPLICANS hereby aprec
to discover throuph consultalion with PARRS whether ov vot the
property of the APPLLCANYS, for which funds arc requested, lies

within an area desipnated Ly the u. Departuoent of iiausing

nd Urban Levelopment ws 2 "special louod harara arcva,” and in
all cases vhere such Properey in found to by within such i
"opecial [loud lLedara area' AIPLICALI fuEcher daree Lo purehids o

a policy of fioud fasrrance.  The awmount of sueh Teguitent

fasurance shall be deternined secunding to standards adoyted by

the Foderal Government and shall e sibject Lo the approval of
Che Natioval orl Service,  ju ali dnolances wherce such insurancy:
is deenod pecenvary g AMPLTGAE heveby agree Lo include a los.
payee clause In the polics which sdentifies the Natienal fark :

Service., The APIPLICANS aviamowlcdyn that failure o cuply with

this provision shall render tiw AUVPLICANT incliivice to receive

Federal funds.,
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F1. Thee APFLTCAWE her ey prant Lo PARKL ther vipght to

entoy upon the premises and inspeel saue from Lime Lo Cina
providing, however, that PARKG shail wail to the APFLICGANE , nt
loast vme week priov to such tnspection date, written netice of
sueh iu.s]u-:'ti.nn and providing fuctber that such inspection shall
be conducted in such a mapner as nel Lo wnrcasonably disturh or
interfere with the APPLICANITS' une of sald propervty,

12, 10 in the opinion of PARFS Ue APPLLICALE are not
salisfactorily waintalning the proper'y sooas Lo preseeve LUs
historiceal Loteprity, FARKS shall pive notice in writing of any
such breach of comdition amd within a period of 60 days alter
receipt of sueh nntice, the APPLICAISa;yec to take such steps
as are nocessary e rectiy the situation and Lo undertaice the

required maintanance ot Les cwn cnst oand eapense.

TV, Lo the event the AYPLICARTS do ot of fectuate the

mainterance within coch S0 ey period, PAWS waatl have the right
to commence such Jopal aetion as it oeers necesnary or desivabie
to vaforee the jrocisime o 2his aprersest foeladingg, but not
Pimited to, the seekin of o nardatoey s fagurction compelling the
AVPPLICAITIS o of Fectuate such maintenimee as 15 vequaived to
preserve the astorical futeprity of 1he propetLy.

T, Fhis arvesment niatl be timding o the stcecessars
s Ansipns ol the poe Dien perete and (he comditions hereinabove
specifivd shall constitute covinasbs running with tne land.

19, It i heveby apreed by the oarties te thiy

apreement that thia opveenes

il e Lisdiap oy Lo the extent
thaot monice theveoor are cade avadbabde bee the Vederal tovermaent
in accordanee wi*bh the BEation s Li tores Preseroation Act ol 1960

amed aneinsdment s ehaereto,
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1€} It is further agrecd that The hew York Publio Library,
Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations sidang this agrerment
in.its copacity as lesce of the property and ayrces to
assume all thoso obligabions consistent wikhh its obligations
under itg LEASE AHND AGRELHLRYTS FOROCTHL USBE AND OCCLEPATION OF
TH LIBRARY RUILOIHG 0 BE COHGTRUCTEDR L BEYANT PARE, which

is attached herolo and made o part hereof .

IH WITNESS GLHERDOF, the parties hercto have this Qeh
day of Juwe , LU, aitixed their hamds and soals
14

ancd have signed or caused these predents to be signod Ly their

duly authoriznd roprescntatives,

QUFECE OF PARKS AND  RLCREATION

b?_#_mC:ZQZ«._

TTILT
APPLICANTS
by fe /?b&«(li,£1~_“ .
7
TYITE

RONAY NENSCHEL

TUE CITY OF LW YORK

BLEUTY MAYOR for
LHTERGOVERHNEIITAT RELATIOHS

/ el

ALY — ———— -

“%{//4/ fpm-sr leasay

. e Asr L be [;./,/, A di ey
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STATE OF NEW YURK )
) S8,
COUNTY OF ALBARY }

. O this day of y 047, bLefore mn
personally coar , Loome dmown and kpown o
we Lo he the Congai sk ioner

of the OFfice of farks and Reereation, the persen deserlbed

o5 such in and who executed the forepoing instrument, and he

duly scknowledied Lo me that he executed the same as such
Conae’ .0 Lt of the Ofrice of

Parks and Reereation rov the purposce therein mentioned,

T Worary Pulilic

STATE UOF DLEW YORE !
} Bt

LOURTY oF }

On thin &MD doy of Jomt , 16718, before me ]

13

nersonally coare TRoway MEmwseHeEL, Lo ve known, whs Leing by me :
Pepory MAvor Fop ;

duly sworn, Sf depese avd say thatl She is the IvalleGﬂnMEpmt_F!MTms{'

0f Lie Gl iLy fhomen! Fbtepe of OB VBEK , the oEficer ;

deweribed Qv gl wle pxecuted the [evepoing instrument; thatghe
Ao

bas bown duly qustin riwes by U b1y ettt by O L e Cax

e Lo \'/oR_K L cxecnte Elo forepeing instrument on benald

of said € vy oF A% Yok , and Lhatshe sipned his

wame thercto by order of Lhe goveining body of said Crry er

ew YeRE vy Ll purpeses aid sed theredn eweribed.

el !
t
e —_—— I
Notary :
FRAMEIHE X} r
Novar, Copte freas s flew Todk :
Quntr v ow Yot Couty b
Cov e Top vl Ateely a7t
'
i
‘
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STATE OF KW YORK )

] ) 88,
! comery oF Heer Yk
: /'T” - ]
. o thin 3 day of FTéasru y 1977, before me

'
|
{
|
persoanlly came GERMHD QoD | to me kuows, who being by 2
me duly sworn, did depose and eay Chat be is the [3uSiNess HRNNG{Q}
of the Bomrd—ei—the NewYork Pdstic bhibvay | the ;

I corporation deseribed in and which executed the foreguing

i; Instrument; that be has been duly authorized by the Board of Truyter
|' Birverters of sald corporation to execute the forevpotup isstrument : '
on behalf of sabd curporaclan and that he sigoned his name thereto

1 . .
I' by order of <aid corporation Lor Che parpuses and uses therein

S ,
| . .
i . described, o
! ! , .
H .
i . %
; {DAMA A SCHUSTER :
l I3 -_,.,h,’.rf: e Al o Mew P - - ‘
. o 74 4RTHASY . y P ) - . .
H r.»,_.-a“.-; Rt {“."un?r' / Zc.‘*)-»r--nz & ({,‘é{ﬂ. R :
i fepr Uo7 e il e Aoy Tawtie ™ 1
| o et sth 55 0B ST lotary” TaRTIC :
i
i
' H
! STATE OF NLW YORK ) i .
i yoosa ’
! COURTY OF )
. ;
; :
] U Lhis day af s 1977, before me
l t
! personally cars , te me knowm and keown ko
; me Lo bu Lhe person dioseribed in and who executed the
foregoing instrument and he duly acknowledped that he executed
the same. L
h
3
ietary Pubhlic :
:
i S
) .
: "
i
o
b '
2
[t
J PV
EN ]I
]
i
- i




CUITELINTS FI- FUBLIC BENETYY COVINATS
' r
TRIVTICN OF FLNDING STTUANTIGCH )
maalitles of cbjret or sits are appre- I
ven tha soblic rishi-of-wav.
gunlitiesof objzal or sitec ere not s i be open ]
f vhice freom the publicz righi-of-waxr, & e-
: ‘ ?
of objeer !
1: ate !
) - R e I
! & YeEAD QT 3 &- If
timnz b aneaint, |
possuanen gigriiicant histarie | e et o ;
e i o mny U@ COVEnant TEOIL T |
TCowrens : ¥ l
!'.:.: sutlie for ewiarvior wvigitatien oo lesz h
. 12 deys & year on nn egquitably spaced bosiz I
cther timag by anpalsirent.
@ Ilovenant to insure thal properzy will be open )
; o public for Interior wisitalion no less thex
i3 dars a year on an egritably spaced basis &
atlicr tizrs be aooeinteaat,
H ™ to interior‘l
ard exter- N5 covenant required. .
the public
" " Coverant Lo Ingure thaz property will be ppen
to public for extorior wvizitation no less th
12 ¢ays & year on an eguitably spaced haslisz &
| ather fimes by ameeintment. .
A " h Cowvenant to {naure that property wiil be ojen
o to public for {nterlor visitatfon no less .
% 12 days & year on an eguitably ¢ paced basis 4 .
51 { pthar times by enpofnimesnt. L /
=
=
o . i . ) .
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WELCOME TO
THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

The New York Public Library's landmark Stephen A.
Schwarzman Building is a quintessential New York City
icon. Located in the heart of Manhattan, this magnificent
Beaux-Arts building caters to intimate gatherings and

lavish extravaganzas, lending a sense of grandeur and
distinction to any occasion.

Hosting your event at the Library provides unique access
to our most exquisite spaces, while helping sustain one
of the world's premier nonprofit institutions. All event
fees support the Library's indispensable collections,
services, and programs.




A QUINTESSENTIAL
NEW YORK CITY ICON

ABOUT THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

The New York Public Library has been an essential
pravider of free books, information, ideas, and education
for all New Yorkers for mare than 100 years. Founded in
1895, NYPL is the nation’s largest public library system,
featuring a unique combination of 88 neighborheod
branches and four scholarly research centers, bringing
together an extraordinary richness of resources and
oppertunities available to all. NYPL is a haven for New
Yorkers of all ages and from all walks of life — providing
much-needed free programs and resources that improve
lives and strengthen communities.

Built upon what was once a Revoluticnary War battlefield,
and later the home of the Croton Reservoir, the landmark
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building is the cornerstone of
The New York Public Library. Patience and Fortitude, the
world-renowned pair of marble lions that stand proudly
before this majestic building at Fifth Avenue and 42nd
Street, have captured the imagination and affection of
New Yorkers and visitors from all over the world since
the Library opened on May 23, 1g11.
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TRUSTEES ROOM

20



CELESTE
AUDITORIUM

ROOM CAPACITIES

T Cocktail Reception
I Seated Dinner

ASTOR HALL
T 7s0guests [ z2s0guests 2 Public space

CELESTE BARTOS FORUM
T sooguests = 425 guests P Private space

EDNA BARNES SALOMON ROOM
T s2sguests [ sooguests P Private space

MCGRAW ROTUNDA
T zooguests [ isoguests L Public space

WACHENHEIM TRUSTEES ROOM
T 1z5guests  fRmoguests A Private space

CELESTE AUDITORIUM
Auditorium 177 guests & Private space

Guest counts may vary depending on room setup. Public spaces are available after closing.

23



SPECIAL
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CORPORATE &
NONPROFIT EVENTS

27
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FASHION
SHOWS & PHOTO

SHOOTS

34



FILM SHOOTS
& PREMIERES

! f = =t New (e €inema Product ik
WL . o .



THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
BEVERAGE PROGRAM

Bar packages for all events taking place at the
Library are coordinated through our Beverage
Director. Our top-shelf cfferings are customized
to complement each event's style of service and
menu selections.

Proceeds from cur beverage program support the
Library’s vital resources and programs, serving
more than 17 million patrons a year.

NYPL.ORG/SPACERENTAL » 212.930.0730
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XXIX.

AGREEMENT OF CONSOLIDATION.*

Ciins

¥

R oAb
~cimire ey e it :

AN AGREEMENT TO CONSOLIDATE THE TRUSTEES OF THE ASTOR
Lisrary, Trs Trustees oF THE LyNox Lisrary, anp Taz
TipeyN Trusy, tnvo Tue Nepw York Pusnic Lisrary, ASTOR,
LEwox awp TILDEN FounpaTiONs.

TIATED, 23 MAY, 1Bgs.

FILED AND RECORDED IN THE OFFICES OF THE
Crerx ofF THE City AND Counrty or New
YoRK AND OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, H
24 MAY, 18gs, i

T T T TR R T B

This Agreentent made this twenty-third day of May, in the I
year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-five, by and between |
the respective Boards of Trustees of the corporations known as
“Tpe TRUSTEES OF THE AsTor Lierary,” ‘“TEr TRUSTEES OF
raE Lexox Linrary,” axp *' Tue Tioen Truose,”

]
il
i
tl
b
i
|
11

|
!

# At the time this agreement was entered into the Boards of Trustees of the
three constitnent bodies were composed of the following members:

The Trastees of the Astor Libeary were: The Mayor of the City of New York
{ex-officia), Thomas M. Markoe, M. D, (President), Edward King {Treasurer),
Henry Drisler, LL. D, (Secretary), Jobn Cadwalader, Rt. Rev. Henry C. Potter,
1.1, Stephen Vaa Rensselaer Cruger, Robbins Little, Stephen If. Olin, Charles .
H. Russell, and Philip Schuyler. . i

The Trustees of the Lenox Libraty were: John S. Kennedy (President), Alex- :
ander Maitland {Treasurer and Secretary), Daniel Huntington, Frederick Storges, i
H. Van Rensselaer Kennedy, Stephen Baker, William S. Tod, Charles Scribner,
John Sivane, William F. Havemeyer, George L. Rives, William Allen Butler,
J. Heary Harper, Samuel P. Avery, and Nicholas Murray Butler.

"The Trustees of The Tilden Trust were: Jobn Bigelow, Andrew H. Grees,
George W. Smith, Alexander E. Orr, and Lewis Cass Ledyard.

118




St

AGCREEMENT QF CONSOLIDATION. 119

{0hereas, The Trustees of the Astor Library are a corporation
heretofore organized under an Act of the Legislature of the State
of New York, entitled “* An Act to incorporate The Trustees of
the Astor Library,” approved January 18th, 1849, and the
several amendments thereto, for the purpose (among others) of
erecting, maintaining and carrying on a public library in the
City of New York; zad :

flhezens, The Trustees of the Lenox Library are a corpora-
tion heretofore arganized uader an Act of the Legislature of the
State of New York, entitled ““ An Acttoincorporate the Trustees
of the Lenox Library,"”
séveral amendments thereto, for the purpose (among others} of
erecting, 'maintaining and carrying on apublic library in the City
of New York; and

approved January zoth, 1870, and the

{herras, The Tilden Trust is a corporation heretofore organ-
ized under an Act of the Legislature of the State of New York,
entitled ‘‘An Act to incorporate The Tilden Trust for the
establishment and maintenance of a free” Library and Reading
Raom in the City of New York,” approved March 26th, 1887;
and

mhs}:zas, the said three corporations, being afl organized as
library companies or for the purpose of carrying on libraries in
the City and County of New York, are desirous of consolidating
with each other into a single corporation; pursuant to the pro-
visions of Chapter 541 of the Laws of 1892, being an Act of the
Legislature of the State of New York entitled '*An Act to per-
mit the counsolidation of library Companies in the City of New
York,” approved May z3th, 189z, and the amendments therete,
and particularly as the same is amended by Chapter 209 of 'the
Laws of 1895, being an Act of the Legislature of the State of
New Vork entitied ‘“ An Act to amend Chapter 541 of the Laws
of 18g2 entitled ‘ An Act to permit the consolidation of library
companies in the City of New York;' " and

{Oherens, neither of said three corporations is a stock com-
pany, and neither of the same has members or stockholders
other than its Directors or Frustees;

e
P!
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120 THE CONSOLIDATION,

Now Eherefore, this Agreement of onsslidation MWilnessell
that the respective Boards of Trustees of the said *‘ The
Trustees of the Astor Library,” ‘' The Trustees of the Lenox
Library,” and ** The Tilden Trust,” have agreed, and do here-
by agree, with each other aand with each of the others as
follows:

First. The said several corporations shall be consolidated and
hereby are consolidated into a single cerporation.

Seroiy.  The terms and conditions of said consclidation are
as follows: The said new corporation shall establish and main-
tain a free public library and reading-room in the City of New
Vork, with such branches as may be deemed advisable, and
shall continue and promote the several objects and purposes set
forth in the respective acts of incorporation of * The Trustees
of the Astor Library,” ‘‘ The Trustees of the Lenox Library,”
and ** The Tilden Trust."”

@Thirtd. The mode of carrying this agreement into effect is
as follows : Imimediately npon the execution of this agreement,
duplicates or counterparts thereof shall be filed in the office of
the Clerk of the City and County of New York and in the
office of the Secretary of State. Thereafter, the first meeting of
the Trustees of the new corporation shall be called by John L.
Cadwalader, George L. Rives and Lewis Cass Ledyard, er any
two of them, by giving a notice in person or by mail addressed
to each Trustee at his place of residence, of the time and place
of such meeting, The said Trustees, or a majority of them,
being assembled, shall organize by the election of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer and a Secretary, and
of such other officers, if any, as shall be deemed necessary or
proper; and the said Trustees, on behalf of the new corporation,
shall therenpon receive, take over, and enter into possestion,
custody and management of the existing libraries of the said
three several corporations and of all property, real or personal,
owned by them or either of them of any description whatever.
The several treasurers, superintendents, librarians or other per-
sons having charge of any of the fuands, books, works of art or
other property, real ¢t personal, of either of the said three cor-
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porations, .parties hereto, shall on demard deliver all property
in their respective custody tc the persons appointed by the
Trustees of the new corporation to receive the same.
" The Board of Trustees of the said three existing corporations
shall take such action as may be necessary-for the purpose of
transferring to the new corporation the title to all real estate,
sectirities, and all other property of whatever kind, standing in
their several mamss, or owned by them, respectively, and for
that purpose, asd for the purpose of adjusting and closing the
affairs of said-corporations respectively and the accounts of the
respective officers thereof, the Boards of Trustees of the said
three corporations, parties hereto, may meet, notwithstanding
the merger of said corporations in the new corporation hereby
created, and carry out the purposes of this agreement,

.The Trustees of the said new corporation shall, as soon as
may be, adopt suitable by-laws, which, among other things,

shall provide for the manner of election of new Trustees after

the ,expiration of the first year, their respective terms of office
and the manner of filling vacancies in the Board; shall fix and
define the duties of the Trustees, the appaintment of Committees
and the powers and duties thereof; the number, grade, duties,
terms of office and compensation of the several persons employed
py the nmew corporation; and shall gifovide proper regulations
for the investment, safe keeping, management and expenditure
of the funds of the corporation; and the said by-laws shalf,
moreover, provide for the general custody, care, conduct and
management of the affairs and . propecty of said new corpora-
tion, and a method by which the said by-laws may be altered,
smended or repealed. ~The - said new corporation shall by its
by-laws or otherwise make appropriate provisions with reference
to the limitations,.conditions or restrictions under which any of
the funds or property of the said several corporations are now
held or are to be used or enjoyed by the said several corpora-
tions, or any of them, in order that the same may be fully kept
and observed.

Fourth. The name of the new corporation is ** The New York
-+ Public Library, Astor, Levox and Tilden Foundations.”

it
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Fifth. The number of Trustees of the new corperation shall
be twenty-one.

Bizi}. The names of the Trustees who shall manage the con-
cerns of the new corporation for the first year, and until others
shall be elected in their places, are:.

Thomas M. Markoe, Heory Drisler, John L. Cadwalader,
Henry C. Potter, 5. Van Rensselaer Cruger, Stephen H. Olin,
Edward King, Daniel Huntington, Frederick Sturges, Alexan-
der Maitland, John 8. Kennedy, H. Van Rensselaer Kennedy,
William Allen Butler, George L. Rives, John Bigelow, Andrew
H. Green, George W. Smith, Alexander E. Orr, Lewis Cass
Ledyard, Samuel P. Avery and Philip Schuyler,

In Mitness {0herent, The several Boards of Trustees of the
three corporations, parties hereto, have caused the corporate
seals of the three several corporations to be affixed to these pres-
ents, in triplicate, and these presents to be attested by their
respective Presidents and Secretaries, thereunto duly authorized,
on the day and year first above written.

Toe TRUSTEES OF THE ASTOR LIBRARY,
{coRPORATE SEAL,) * By T. M. MARKOE, President.
Attest:
Hewry DrISLER, Secrefary.

Tre TrusTEES OF THE LENOX LiBRARY,
{CORPORATE SEAL.) By Joun S. KenNNeEDY, President,
Attest:

ALEXANDER MAITLAND, Secrefary.

Tre Tirpexy TrusT,
{CORPORATE SEAL.) A, B Orr, Fiee-Prest,
Attest:

L. V. Ranpours, Secrefary.




Exhibit 4



XXXVIL

LEASE AND AGREEMENT ¥OR THE USE AND OCCU»A
PATION OF THE LIBRARY BUILDING TO BE
CONSTRUCTED IN BRYANT PARK.

DaTEn 8 DECEMBER, 1857

‘ This Agreemetit, made and concluded this eighth day of De--

cember, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
seven, by and between the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty
of the City of New York by the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment of said city, party of the first part, and The New
York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations,

party of the second party, witiessell:

{Bherras, the land now occupied by the reservoir upon Fifth
avenue, between 4oth and 424 streets, in the City of New Yorl,
has been made a portion of a public park, and by an act of the
Legislature of the State of New York, passed May 19, 1897,
entitled ‘¢ An' Act to provide for the construction of a public
building in Bryant Park, in the City of New York, to be occu-
pied by the New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden
Foundations,” the Department of Public Parks was authorized
to recove the said reservoir occupying a portion of said Bryant
Park, and to erect, construét, maintain, equip and furnish in the
said Bryant Park, or some portion thereof, a suitable and appro-
priate fire-proof building in accordance with plans to be madeand
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prepared by the party of the second part, and to be approved by
the party of the first part, such building to be used and occupied
as a public library aad reading-room by the said party of the
second part for the purpose of carrying out the objects and
purposes of the said corporation and of its consolidation;

And whereas, the said party of the first part, in and by the
said act, was authorized at any time after the passage of said
act to enter into a contract with the said party of the second
part for the use and occupation by the said party of the second
part and its successors of the building so to be erected, con-
structed, equipj)ed sand furnished, for the purpose of maintain-
tag therein a public library and reading-room and carrying out
the objects and purposes of the said corporation as provided by
its agreement of consolidation, and any amendments to be
hereafter authorized to the same, and which contract by the
terms of said act was to provide for such nuse and occupation
50 long as the said party of the second part shall maintain such
public jibrary and reading-room therein and shall use said build-
ing so to be erected for the purposes thereof;

Ay whereas, the sald party of the second part has made
and prepared plans for such library building so to be erected,
which said plans provide for a building te be erected in said
Bryant Park, facing Fifth avenue, at a distance of about 7y feet
therefrom, and being about 350 feet in width, froat and rear,
and about 250 feet in depth;

And whereas, the said Board of Estimate and Apportionment
has duly approved the said plans pursuant to the terms of said
Act, and has requested the Department of Public Parks to
remove the reservoir now occupying a portion of Bryant Park,
and to erect, construct, maintain, equip and furnish in said Park
a fire-proof building, in accordance with said plans; such build-
ing to be used and occupied as a public library and reading room
by the said The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and
Tilden Foundations, and to be constructed either of marble or
Indiana limestone, or of such other stone as may hereafter be
suggested by the architects and approved by the Trustees of

(T T el et

by ey




LEASE AND ACREEMENT. 149

The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foun-
dations, and by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment;;

And whereas, it is the intention of the party of the second
part to arrange to dispose of certain real estate and property
owned by it, and in other respects to prepare for the occupation
of the said building, and the carrying ow of the public purpases
of said corporation therein;

‘Now, therefore, it is apreed by and between the parties
hereto as follows:

': Firsi—The party of the first part has granted, demised and
let, and doth by these presents grant, demise and let, unto the
party of the second part and its successors the said 1brary
building so to be erected within or upon said Bryant Fark upon
the site now occupied by said reservoir, together with the appur-
tenances thereunto belonging, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same
unto the party of the second part and its successors so fong as
the said party of the second part shall continue to maintain such
public library and reading-room therein, and so long as the said
party of the second part shall use and occupy such building for
the purpose of maintaining therein a public library and reading-
room and carrying on the objects and puiposes of the said cor-
poration, as provided by its said agreement of consolidation and
the several acts incorporating the Trustees of the Astor Library,
the Trustees of the Lenox Library and the Lilden Trust, Tespece
iively, and any amendments to be hereafter- authorized to the
same, and so long as the party of the second part shall faithfully
keep, perform and observe the covenants and conditions herein

contained on its part 10 be kept, performed and observed. .

Berond.——Neither the party of the first part, its successors or
successor, nor the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the
City of New Vork, nor their successors, shatl be chargeable or
liable for the preservation of said building or the property of
the party of the second part therein, against fire, or for any
damage or injury o be caused by fire to the said property; but
it is agreed that, the damages aforesaid excepted, the said party
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of the first part shall, on reasonable demand, at all times main-
tain and keep the said building in repair.

Third,—As soon after the completion and equipment of said
building as practicable, the said party of the second part shall
transfer to, place and arrange in said building, its library and
collections, and shall have and enjoy the exclusive use of the
whole of said building, subject to the provisions herein contained
and the Tules and regulations herein prescribed, during the con-
tinuance of the term hereinhefore granted,

Fonrth.—The said library shall be accessible at all reason-
able hours and times for general use, free of expense to persons
resorting thereto,“subject only to such control and regulation as
the parly of the second part, its snccessor or successors, from
time to time may exercise and establish for general convenience;
provided, however, that one or more reading rooms in said
library shall be open and accessible to the public upon every
day of the week except Sundays, but. including all legal or
public holidays, from at least nine o'clock a. a1 until at least
nine ¢o'clock ». M. and on Sundays from one o'clock P. M. until
nine o’clock », M,, under such rules and regulations as the said
Board of Trustees shall prescribe from time to time; and pro-
vided that there shall at all times be established and maintained
in the said library a free circulating branch, and that the same
shall be apened for the use of the public during the day time
on Sunday and during the evening of each other day of the week
for such time as may be prescribed by the said Board of Trus-
tees in control of said library, the hour for closing said branch
of the library, however, on each evening to be not earlier than
10 o'¢lock.

Fifth.—The szid library collections and all other property of

- the said party of the second part which shall or may be placed
in said building shall continne te be and remain absolutely the
property of said party of the second part, and neither the party
of the first part, vor said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of
the City of New York, nor their successors, shail by reason of
said property being placed in the said building, or continuing
therein, have any right, title, propesty or interest thersin, nor
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shall the party of the second part, by reason of its use and occu-
pation of this building under said agreement, acquire, or be
deemed to have acquired, any right, title, property or interest
in the said building and the appurtenances, or the land on which
the same is erected, except in so far as expressly granted by this
agreement,

Gixth.—The said party of the second part shall, on or before
the 3:st day of December in each year, during the continu-
ance of this agreement, submit to the Mayor of the City of New

York a detailed printed report of the operations and transactions -

of sald party of the second part, and of all its receipts and pay-
ments for the year ending with the soth day of June next pre-
ceding.

Geveuth).—The authorities of the City of New York shall have
at all times access to every part of said building for general
police visitation and supervision; and also for the purpose of
the performance of the duties devolved upon them by the laws
of the State of New York or of the City of New York now enacted
or hereafter to be enacted; and the police powers of the said
party of the first part shall extend in, through and by the sald
building., The party of the second part, however, shall appoint,
direct, eontrol and remove all persons employed within said
building, in and about the care of the building, and the library
and collections therein contained, excepting the regular police-
man on duty within the building' or grounds, if any, and the
employés of the Park Department engaged in gardening or con.
struction. '

@&ighth.—The city shall annually provide funds for the main-
tenance and repair of the building, and the city authorities, or
Department of Public Parks acting under its direction, shall, at
all times, provide and care for the roads, walks, fences, grading
and general care of the grounds and appurtenances attached
thereto. The city, in addition, shall, at all times, furnish a sup-
Ply of water and adequate police patrol and protection, With
the Hmitations already defined, the party of the second part
shall exercise entire direction and management over all the
affairs of the library building and the books, collections and
appurienances,
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Winth,—It is further expressly understood and agreed by and
between the parties hereto that this agreement may be wholly
cancelled and annulled, or from time to time altered or modified,
as may be agreed upon in writing between the said parties or
their successors, anything herein to the. contrary in anyw:se
notwithstanding.

In 1Vitsess {Uhmmf the party of the first part has cansed
this Agreement to be executed by the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment, pursuant to' a resolution of the said Board
adopted at a meeting held on the first day of December, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and ninety.seven; and the said
party of the secorid part has caused the same to be executed by
its President and its official seal affixed thereto, pursiant to reso-
lution of the Trustees of the New York Public Library, Astor,
Lenox and Tilden Foundations, and adopted at a meeting held
on the eighth day of December, in the year one thousand eight

}mndred and ainety-seven,

W. L. StiRong,
Mayor.
AsuseL P, FrrcH,
Comptroller,
Jor®¥ JEROLOMAN,
Lresident of the Board of Alderman,
E. P. BARKER,
Prﬁm’e?zr of the Dg}artmeni of Tazes
and Assessments,
Francis M, Scort,
Counsel to the Corporation.

Joun Bierrow,
President New York Public Library,
Astor, Lenox and Tilden Founda-

- fHons,
Abtest

G. L. Rives,
" Secretary.

{CORPORATE SEAL.)




Exhibit 5



.

r’;‘(
8 5 Bt
i “‘";i‘ & et

XXXIIL

PROVISION OF THE GREATER NEW YORK CHARTER,
. AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE COMMIS.
SIONER OF PARKS TO MAXE A CONTRACT
WITH THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY, ASTOR,
LENOX AND TILDEN FOUNDATIONS, FOR THE
USE AND OCCUPATION OF THE LAND OCCUPIED
BY THE RESERVOIR AT FIFTH AVENUE AND
FORTIETH AND FORTY-SECOND STREETS, FOR
THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF
A FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND READING ROOM.*

CHAPTER XIL
Diepariment of Parks.
Trree 1.

The Parks.
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§623. Whenever, pursuant to lawful authority, the Iand at
present occupied by the reservoir at Fifth avenue and Fortieth

% Chapter 516 of the Laws of 1893 amended Section 696 of the Consolidation
Act (Laws of 1883, Chapter 410), which related to the occupation by the American
Museum of Natural History of buildings in Manhattan Square, by the addition of
the followirs provision:

" The department of public parks is hereby authorized, in their discretior, to
make and enter into a contract with the Tilden trust, a corporation duly organ-
ized vnder the laws of this state, for the use and ogcupation by such corporation
of any building that may be heveafter ‘erected in pursuance of law upon lands
belonging to the mayor, aldermen and commosnalty of the city of New York,
betwaen Fortiath and Forty-sécond streets and Fifth and Sixth avenues in said
city and establishing and maintaining therein a free library and reading room and
carrying out the objects and purposes of said corporation,”

This provision was amended (Laws of 18¢6, Chapter 714) by the substitation
therefor of 3 provision snbstantially identical with the above-quoted Secrion 623
of the Greater New York Charter (Laws of 18¢7, Chapter 378, as amended Laws
of 1go1, Chapter 466).

‘ 186
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and Forty-second streets shall be made a public park, and the
removal of said reservoir shall have been duly authorized and
directed, the cornmissioner for the boroughs of Manhaitan and
Richmond is hereby authorized and direct:d to make and enter
into a contract with the New York public library, Astor, Lenox
and Tilden foundatisns, a corporation duly organized under the
laws of this state, for the use and occupation of said land, or of
any part thercof, by the said corporation and its successors, for
establishing and maintaining thereon a free public library and
reading room, and for carrying out thePRjects and purposes of
sald corporation in accordance with the provisions of the agree-
ment of consolidation between.the trustees of the Astor Iibrary,
of the Lenox library and of the Tilden trust, and the several
acts incorporating the said several corporations; and said con-
tract may provide that such use and occupation shall continue
so long as the said the New York public library, Astor, Lenox
and Tilden foundations, or its successdrs, shall maintain such
free public library and reading room upon said-land.
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March 28, 2013

Hon. Robert Tierney, Chair
Landmarks Preservation Commission
One Centre Street, 9 Floor

New York City, New York 10007

Dear Commissioner Tierney:

The Historic Districts Council submits for your consideration Requests for
Evaluation for twelve magnificent, public spaces in one of the city’s most
beloved individual landmarks, the main branch building of the New York
Public Library. The rooms - the South-North Gallery, the D. Samuel and
Jeane H. Gottesman Exhibition Hall, the Sue and Edward Wachenheim III
Gallery, the DeWitt Wallace Periodicals Room, the Lionel Pincus and
Princess Firyal Map Division, the Celeste Bartos Forum, the 42" Street
Staircases, the Edna B. Salomon Room, the Bill Blass Public Catalog Room,
the Deborah, Jonathan F.P., Samuel Priest, and Adam Raphael Rose Main
Reading Room, the Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Art & Architecture Room, and
the Brooke Russell Astor Reading Room for Rare Books and Manuscripts-
are all important pieces that add up to the memorable experience of visiting
the library.

As the 1974 LPC designation report for interior spaces of the library stated,
“The interior of this great building is as magnificent as its exterior”. Only
the main lobby, north and south staircases, and the McGraw Rotunda were
landmarked at that time. We feel that other public spaces of the building
are equally magnificent and are due equal protection. The progression to
the Rose Main Reading Room - from the street, up the monumental steps of
the exterior landmark, through Astor Hall, up the sweeping stairs, and
through the McGraw Rotunda - has been aptly described by architectural
historian Kate Lemos as like “an unfolding book, with anticipation mounting
at every turn.” It seems strange that the climax of the book, of the
experience of the library - the Bill Blass Public Catalog Room and the Rose
Main Reading Room - are not part of the landmarked story.



These spectacular, soaring rooms, which many people have automatically
assumed were already designated, along with the special collections and
reading rooms, having the more intimate scale of private libraries or
clubrooms, provide dignified spaces for learning and work for all. They
certainly fit the bill for possessing a special sense of place and include the
“monumental scale and outstanding quality, ... some of the finest stonework
and vaulting in the City,... ornamental plaster ceilings ... of great elegance,
... [and] murals and decorative objects [that] are among the best of their
kind” lauded in the 1974 report.

The following RFEs are but brief overviews of the library’s highly ornate
interiors. Much more in depth descriptions can be found in Mark Allan
Hewitt, Kate Lemos, William Morrison and Charles D. Warren’s Carrére &
Hastings: Architects (Acanthus Press, 2006) and Henry Hope Reed and
Francis Morrone’s The New York Public Library: The Architecture and
Decoration of the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building (W.W. Norton &
Company, 2011).

As always, we thank you for your attention and work to preserve and
protect our city’s architectural and cultural heritage.

Sincerely,

Simeon Bankoff
Executive Director
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

As introductory to the first number of the Library Bulletin, the
following historical outline of the foundation of Tue New York
Pupric Lasrary, Astor, LExox anp Tirpex Founpations, and of the
arigin of its three constitvent corporations,—together with a brief
account of the present condition and future prospects of the Library,—
has been prepared under the authority of the Board of Trustees. It
is hoped that this statement may serve to make dlear to the citizens
of New York, and to all lovers of literature, the great possibilities of
usefulness which are open to the Library, and that itmay also explaia the
limitations which have been imposed upon the action of the Trustees.

THE ASTOR LIBRARY.

The Trustees of the Astor Library were incorporated by an Act
of the Legislature of the State of New York, passed January 18, 1849,
The original endowracnt came from a legacy under the will of Jonw
jacos Astor, who died in New York early in the year 1848, His
desire, as expressed in his will, was *‘to render a public benefit to the
City of New York and to contribute to the advancement of useful
knowledge and the general good of society,” and he accordingly left
the sum of four hundred thousand dollars for the “establishment of a
Public Library to be accessible at all reasonable hours and times, for
general use, free of expense to persons resorting thereto.”

Foilowing the detailed instructions of the testator, his Trustees
applied to the Legislature of the State for such a charrer as shoold
“{ully secure, establish and perpetuate this Institution and render its

3
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management easy, convenient and safe, both to themselves and the
public”; and having obtained it they next proceeded to acquire from
Alr. Astor's Executors a plot of land on Lafayette Place in the City of
New York, to erect thereon a suitable building, and to purchase books
sufficient to constitufe a respectable nucleus for what should ultimately
prove a great collection.

WiLniam B, Astor, the son of the founder, was one of the first
trustees of the Library, under his father's .will, and was himseil a liberal
benefactor. During his lifetime he gave to the corporation a plot of
land as an addition to its site, doubled the Library building, advanced
money for the purchase of books, and added to the endowment. His
donations during his life amounted to $201,000, and by his will he Jeft
to the Library an additional sum of $24¢,000, bringing his gifts up to a
total of §430,000.

In the third generation of the Astor family, Joun Jacon Astor, Jr.,

' a son of William B. Astor, was {or many years a diligent Trustee,

serving as Treasurer of the corporation from 1868 until his death in
1890. During his lifetime he also presented to the' Library an addition
to its site, erecied a wing to the building corresponding to that which
his father had built, and gave largely for the purchase of books and for
the preparation of the printed catalogue ; and by his will he bequeathed
to the corporation the sum of $150,000.

Another son of William B. Astor, WitLianm Astor, who died in
1892, bequeathed to the corporation the sum of $50,000.

These and other benefactions of lesser amounts were so carefully
and wisely invested by the Trustees that on December 31, 1894, the
total endowment fund of the corporation, consisting of securities and
cash on hand, amounted to $941,266.00. This was, of course, in addi-
tion to its site and buildings, and its books,

The income of the Astor Library for the year 1Sg4 was $47,054.05.

The number of bound volumes was 260,611,

The daily average of persons using the Library was 28y.

The Trustees of the Astor Library, at a very early period in_its
history, expressed their conviction “that not only the convenience of

the public, but the preservation and safety of the library absolutely

demanded, that the books should not be lent out or taken from the
library building, under any circumstances. In a library of reference,
intended for students, properly economical of time, and often coming

from a distance for consultation, the necessity for every book required
being always teady for examination without delay, must be apparent.”
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And in a report made to the Legistature of the State of New York in
1858, the Trustees reiterated their convictions, and further stated that
they had “deemed it proper and necessary to prevent any further agita-
tion of the subject by entering on their records a stipulation expressing
those views in such a form as to furnish a pledge, not only to the public,
but to every iriend of learning, who may hereafter feel disposed to aid

the library by denations or endowments."
A reference to the minutes of the Trustees shows that this pledge
was adopted at their meeting on the zgth of July, 1857, in the following
terms :

““Mr. [Witliam B.] Astor stated, that the donatiops by him jnade, and some
intended to be hereafter made, were on the nnderstanding thaf it was the
settled and unchangeable basis of administering the Librarv, thal its con-
tents should remain in the Library roorms, for use by readers there, and
should pot be lent out or allowed to be taken from the rooms; and he
requested that the views of the Board be freely and fully expressed. It was
thereupon :

‘¢ Resolned, That the settled and unchangeable plan of administering the
Library is the ope above expressed and understood by Mr. Astor; and the
domations in money, land and otherwise, received from Mr. Astor, and to be
hereafter received from him, and from other {riends of learning, are recetved
and will be administered according to such plan, and not otherwise.”

Upon these terms, therelore, the larger part of the endowments of
the Astor Library were expressly received, and its property was in con-
sequence regarded by its Trustees as being held by them solely for the
maintenance of a library of reference for students. To that purpose
alone could their funds be rightiully devoted.

THE LENOX LIBRARY.

The Trustees of the Lenox Library were incorporated by an Act of
the Legislature of the State of New York, passed January 20, 1870,
which closely followed the language of the charter of the Astor Library,
in empowering the Trustees to maintain a public library which should
be '“ accessible at all reasonable hours during the day, for general use,
free of expense to persons resorting thereto, subject only to such control
and regulations as the said Trustees, from time to time, may exercise
and establish for general convenience.” The original endowment of
the Library came from the gift made by James Lexox of New York, in
his hfetime, of a valuable site on Fifth Avenue,—comprisiog the entire
front upon Fifth Avenue of the block between yoth and jist Streets
and running back 125 feet; of the great collection of manuscripts,
Bibles, early printed books, engravings, maps, statuary, palatings, draw-
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and of a {und of three hundred thousand dollars. Mr. Lenox subse-
quently added largely to the fund he had first given, and lived to see
the Library building completed.

His sister, Miss HenrigrTa A, LENox, who died in 1886, bequeathed
to the Library the sum of $100,000, *“ to be applied to the purchasc of
books only," and it was out of this bequest that the library of the late
George Bancrolt was purchased at a cost of over $8o,000. Miss Lenox
also devised to the Trustees of the Library the remainder of the block
of land on which the building stands; so that the Trustees came into
possession of the entire parcel bounded by yoth and yrst Streets and
Fifth and Madison Avenues, a part of it, however, being subject (under
Miss Lenox's will) to certain conditions as to its use more {ully men-
tioned below,

Marcarer Worre Duvckinek (widow of Evert A. Duyckinck), by
her will, proved in 1890, enriched the Lenox Library by a legacy of all
the valuable printed books, manuseripts and engravings she possessed,
most of which had been collected by her late husband, and she left
to the Library in addition all the rest of her property of every kind,
subject to a still existing life estate, The value of this residuary de-
vise is known to be large, but as the property has not yet come into
the possession of the Trustees no valeation has been put upon it

It is possible to speak in more definite terms of the pecuniary
bequest made by Mary Stuarr (widow of Robert L. Stuart), who
died in 1891, and not only left to the Trustees of the Lenox Library
all her costly books, manuscripts, works of art and an extensive collec-
tion of minerals and shells, but also a share of her large residuary
estate.  The books, works of art and collections of natural history,
under the express requirements of the will, are placed in a separate
reom of the Lenox building, and are held on condition that they shall
never be exhibited on the Lord's day.” The share of Mrs. Stuarts
residuary estate received {rom her executors amounts to $303.693.06,

The collections of the Library were also largely increased by the
valuable bequest by Joseru W, DrexsL of so much of his library as
consisted of ' works relating to the science of music, also all musical
compositions and treatises, or other works on musical subjects.”

The additions made by these specific legacies, or by purchases, to
some extent changed the character of the Library, which was at first
composed solely of the boaks and manuscripts of Mr. Lenox, many of
which were quite unsuited to the general public; the collection com-
prising numerous rare and costly editions of the Bible, the scarcer
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Americana and specimess of early printing, besides many priceless manu-
scripts, of which the draft of Washington's Farewell Address is perhaps
the finest,

The Trustees, in their report made to the State Legislature, dated
January 12, 1882, discussed at some length the pecoliar characteristics
of this Library. It was not, in their view, a great geperal library,
intended for the use of readers in all or most of the departments of
human knowledge, but was rather a group of spedal collections of
books to which the generous taste and hberal scholarship of Mr. Lenox
had been devoted; and they considered that the permanent security
and preservation of these collections was their first duty, as 1t had been
the primary purpose ol the founder. They regarded the Library as
having been established *< for the public exhibition and scholarly use of
some of the most rare and precious of such monuments and memorials
of the typographic art and the historic past” as had escaped the wreck

of time; and such volumes were “‘not to be subjected to the constant
service of circulation or use in which they may be worn out or de-
stroyed.” In other words, they treated their bocks as constituting a
museum rather than a library, and to a certain extent this must always
be the policy of those who are entrusted with the duty of preserving
the collections of Mr. Lenox.

With the growth of the Library a larger proportion of books became
available for general use, and in November, 1887, the requirement of
tickets of admission which had theretofore prevailed was dispensed with
and the Library was thrown open freely to all visitors,

On December 31, 1894, the securities and cash on hand, belonging
to the Lenox Library, amounted in all to $5035,080.99; besides which
the Corporation had a vested remainder in {ee, subject to an outstand-
ing life estate, in all the property of Margaret Wolfe Duyckinck

The receipts for the year 1894 {exelusive of payments on account of
legacies) were $20,497.78.

The number of bound volumes was about 86,000,

The daily average of readers was 22, and in addition many thou-
sands came to inspect the works of art and the exhibition of early
books and manuscripts, bringing the daily average of visitors in 1894
up to 84.

The books of the Lenox Library wete not held upon any express
trust limiting their use; but the collection was so largely composed of
rare and costly works that it was manifestly unfitted for a lending
library, or even for general popular use, and thus by its nature it was
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carried out under the law as it thea stood in the State of New York,
and a svit was begun to test the validity of the testamentary provisions
above mentioned, This suit was memorable, not only for the unusualily
large amounts involved, but also for the great diversity of legal and
judicial opinion which the controversy elicited. Of eleven judges in
the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, five held that the residuary
clauses were valid and six held that they were invalid. [t was not until
Qctober 27, 1891, that the case was finally determined by the dacision
of the Court of Appeals, holding by a bare majority that the attempred
disposition of the residue was void.

© This unfavorable result of the litigation would have stripped The
Tilden Trust of all its property, but for the fact that before the deter-
mination of the Court of Appeals, an agreement of compromise was
arrived at between Mr. Tilden's executors and The Tilden Trust on
the one hand and Mrs, Hazard—a niece of Mr Tilden's—on the
other. Mrs. Hazard, as the only surviving child of Mr. Tilden's sister,
was entitled to one-half of the residuary estate in case the Court of
Appeals should declare against the validity of the residuary clauses,
whereas if the Court should uphold those clauses, she would not be en-
titled to any part of it. The compromise agreement, which bears date
May 29, 1891, provided that the executors should pay Mrs. Hazard
the sum -of $g975,000, in consideration of which she released to The
Tilden Trust all the interest she would have in the estate in the
event of- the residuary clauses being held invalid. The result of this
arrapgement was that upon the final determination by the Courts
The Tilden Trust remained possessed of one-half of Mr. Tilden’s resid-
uary estate, less the $g75,000 paid to Mrs. Hazard, while the other
half of the residuary estate was vested in certain other refatives of the
testator.

In March, 1892, an apreement was entered isto for an amicable
partition of the estate.  Under this agreement certain securities, esti-
mated to be worth $500,000, were set apart to provide for the payment
of possible debts and liabilities, and for carrying out certain doubtful
provisions of the will in the event of those provisions being sustained
by the Courts. The remainder of the money and securities was
accounted for and distributed. The real estate remainiag in the hands
of the executors was left undivided to await a favorable opportuaity for
disposing of it.  And finally the household and personal effects of the
testator were so divided that The Tilden Trust acquired Mr. Tilden's
entire library, books, manuscripts, prints, engravings, picturés and
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statuary, with the exception of one portrait which was set apart for
the heirs.

The Tilden Trust, therefore, on December 31, 1894, was in posses-
sion of Mr. Tilden’s fine private library, containing about 20,000 vol-
umes, As an endowment fund, 1t held firss, a large amount of personal
property, the value of which could not be accurately stated owing to
the fact that many of the securities of which it was composed were of
a kind not generally dealt in upon the marcket; second, a half-interest
in so much of the contingent fund of $500,000 as might turn out not to
be needed for debts, habilities and doubtful trusts; tkid, a half-
interest in the testator's real estate, including Mr. Tilden’s residences
in the City of New York, and at Yonkers, [t was the opinion of the
executors that the entire endowment might fairly be estimated to be
worth $2,000,000 ; the residuary estate haviag turned out to be more
valuable than they had at first ventured to anticipate,

THE CONSOLIDATION.

As a result of an exchange of views during the year 1894, between
certain members of the respective Boards of Trustees, negotiations
were begun early in 1895 between the three corporations whose history
has been briefly sketched above, looking to a consolidation in such form
that the benefits of the three institutions might be more widely dissem-
inated among the people. The Astor and Lenox Libraries, occupying
somewhat the same feld, were—to a certain extent—duplicating each
other's work ; and their endowments, great as they were, produced rev-
enues which were plamly insufficient to enable them to maintain refer-
ence libraries on a proper scale, It was, for example, impossible for
either Library to incur the increased expenses incident to the lighting
of their buildings 25d of keeping thein open to the publie except during
the hours of daylight; and it was equally impossible to fill up the
numerous important gaps existing in their collections, or even to keep
fairly abreast of current publications. The Tilden Trust, on the other
band, while possessing an Important endowment, had only the bare
nucleus of a collection of books, and having no suitable building, it
was apparent that aany effort by its Trustees to create an independent
library would simply result in leaving The Tildes Trust in a position
not quite so favorable as that of either the Astor or the Lenox
Libraries. '

Under these circumstances, the advantages of a consclidation were
abundantly manifest. The difficulties in the way, however, were serious.
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The diversity of the trusts under which the properties of the three cor-
porations were held, and the legal perplexities arising therefrom, as well
as from the then existing legislation of the State of New York, not te
speak of what may be termed the moral obligations tacitly assumed by
the Trustees of one or other of the several bodies towards the founders
and their families, were such as to make it necessary to proceed with
extreme caution. But by February 22, 18¢3, a provisional understand-
ing was arrived at by the representatives of the three corporations.
The legal difficulties arising from the condition of the statute law
were removed by the passage of an Act of the Legislature on April 2,
1895, amending the previous act relative to the Consolidation of Library
Corporations, Immediately thereafrer negotiations were resumed and
carried to a favorable conclusion by the separate action of the three
corporations. On May 23, 1895, a formal agreement was executed,
pursuant to the terms of the enabling acts, whereby a consolidated
corporation was formed under the pame of T New York Punwic
Lisrary, Astor, Levox anp Tirpen Founparions. The terms of
the agreement were as simple as possible.  The new corporation was
to establish and maintain a free public library and reading room in the
City of New York, with such branches as might be deemed adwvisable,

and was to " continue and promote the several objects and purposes set

forth in the several acts of incorporation of The Trustees of the Astor
Library, The Trustees of the Lenox Library and The Tilden Trust.”

priate provision for {aithfully keeping and gobserving all the limitations,
conditions or restrictions under which any ol the funds or property of
the several constituent corporations were to be used or enjoyed.

The agreement of consolidation was duly filed in the proper offices
on May 24, 1895, as required by the Act, and the first meeting of the
Trasiees of The New York Public Library was held on Monday, May
27th, 1895. At this meeting officers were elected, who are still fa dis-
charge of their duties, and standing committees were chosen. At a
subsequent meeting By-Laws were adopted whereby the Trustees are
to hald office continuously and not for a stated term, and vacancies are
to be filled by a vote of the remaining Trustees, No vacancies have

as yet occurred.

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE LIBRARY.

The problems involved in the administration of so large an estate as
that created by the union of the three original corporations, and the
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and the gathering together of their libraries and collections in the main
building, and the furnishing to them of facilities for meetings; and
arrangements for the giving of lectures on'scientific, literary and popular
subjects.

In attempting to carry out these aims, it seemed to the Trustees to
be not only just, but absolutely essential that public aid should be
extended to such forms of instruction, designed solely for the benefit
of the public. It was their belief that the time had come when at least
an opportunity should be offered to the City for doing its appropriate
part in the great work of extending the very best library facilities to all
our citizens, although it was not then and never has been the intention
ot the Trustees to ask the Cityto do the whole or the greater part. By
far the larger share has already been done by private munificence. The
Trustees were of opinion that if they, representing the great gifts of the
founders of the Astor, Lenox and Tilden Libraries, should appeal to the
authorities of the City for such aid as might be necessary to render
those benefactions of the greatest beneht and usefulness to the people,
their appeal would be met by the public authorities in a liberal spirit, in
which they would be cordially sustained by public opinion,

They accordingly resolved to apply to the City authorities for ap-
proval of such legislation as would enable the City to grant to the Cor-
poration, by some permanent tenure, 4 proper site for its library build-
ing, and such funds as might be necessary to enable the Corporation to
construct and equip a suitable building thereon.

It was, of course, apparent that no land belonging to the City was
so [avorably situated for the purpose suggested as the site of the present
reservowr on Fifth Avenue, between Fortieth and Forty-second Streets,

-The Trustees, therefore, on March 23th, 18g6, presented to the
Mayor of the City a formal address, a copy of which is appended. The
views of . the Trustees were further explained upon the same occasion
in addresses by the President and First Vice-President of the Corpora-
tion. The Mayor expressed his approval of these views so {ar as they
related to the establishment of the Library upon the reservoir site, and,
in accordance with his wishes, the Trustees proposed to apply in the
first place only for such legislation as should enable the City to grant a
site upon that ground, stating, however, that they reserved the right to
apply at a future time for the grant of such funds as might be necessary
to construct and equip a building.

Upon examination of the Statutes relating to the subject it was
found that authority had already been lodged in the Board of Alder-
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men and the Board of Estimate and Apportionment by concurrent
action to place the site of the reservoir under the control and manage-
ment of the Department of Public Parks, and to remove the reservoir.
And by an act passed in 18g3 the Department of Public Parks was
empowered to contract with The Tilden Trust for the use and occupa.
tion of any building that might thereafter be erected upon the site of
the resecvoir. Al that was needed, therefore, was such an amendment
of the last mentioned act as should fit the altered circumstances of the
case. .

Early in May, 1896, the Legislature passed 2 Jaw which authorized
the Department of Public Parks, upon the removal of the reservoir,
to enter into a contract with this Corporation ' for the use and occupa-
tion of said land, or of any part thereof, by the said corporation and
its successors {or establishing and maintaining a free public library and

reading room and carrying out the objects and purposes of said corpo-

ration % % # and said contract may provide that such use and

occupation may continue so long as the said The New York Public

Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations, or its successors, shall

“maintain such free library and reading room. upon said land.”

This Act, under the provisions of the State Constitntion, was sub-
mitted to the Mayor for approval, and a public hearing was had before
him on May 12th, 18¢6. Some opposition was made by various citizens
at this hearing. The Board of Fire Underwriters objected on the
ground of the supposed necessity of the reservoir as a part of the
City's system of water supply. Certain residents of the vicinity
objected on the ground that if the reservoir were removed, the whole
of the land which it occupied should become an open park. The
Mayor, nevertheless, approved the act, and it became law on May i9th,
1896, by the signature of the Governor

The Trustees then applied to the Board of Aldermen for the pas-
sage of a resolution by which the land occupied by the reservoir should
be placed under the control and management of the Department of
Public Parks, that being under the existing statutes the first step
towards procuring a removal of the reservoir. Fublic hearings were
again had before a Committec of the Board of Aldermen and a large
amount of testimony was offered upon the subject of the value of the
reservoir as a means for storing and distributing water. It was, on the
whole, the unanimous judgment of those most competent to form an
opinion, that when the large water mains, now being laid in Fi{th Ave-
nue, should have been completed south of the reservolr, its usefulness
would unquestionably be at an end.
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On June 3oth, 1896, the Committee of the Board of Aldermen
reported in favor of passing 2 resolution placing the reservoir site under
the control and management of the Department of Public Parks, but
with a proviso that the reservoir should not be removed until the new
mains had been laid and were ready for use as far south as Thirty-
eighth Street.  The Aldermen, however, tock no action on this report
until December 22d, 1896, when the resolution recommended by the

Committee was unanimously adopted. It was approved by the Mayor

two days later.
It still remains for the Trustees to secure {rom the Board of Esti-

mate and Apportionment the proper authority for the removal of the
reservoir ; and then to enter into negotiations with the Department of
Public Parks for a contract allowing the use of the reservoir site for
the establishment of a library building. The Trustees feel confident
that the ealightened views of the public authorities will Jead to a favor-
able consideration of both applications.

The question of the source from which the means are to be pro-

vided for erecting and €quipping a building on the reservoir site is still |

open. The Trustees are of the opinion that the City authorities would
be amply justified in approving ap expenditure of the City's funds for
that purpose. Precedents for such an outlay on the most generous
scale may be found in the recent action of the Cities of Boston and
Chicago. But if the City authorities are unable to see their way to
incurring the necessary addition to .the public debt, it is hoped by the
Trustees that private liberality may make good the needs of the library.
Certainly no man could erect for himself more splendid memorial than
such a building freely given to his feliow-citizens.
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harbored or roceived or lodged for hire for a singlo night or for less
than a woek at one time, or any part of wlich is let for any person to
gleop in, for any torm less thow o week, A collar ghall Lo taken to »Cettare
mean and include overy basemont or lower story of any building or tefived.
house of which one-hull’ or more of the height [rom the floor to the
coilng is bolow the level of the stroet adjoining.

§ 14, All nets and parks of nets inconsistont with the provisions of ttepent.
this net nve hereby ropenled.

§ 16, 'I'hig act shall tako offeet immediately.

[ S SN

Chap. 85.

AN ACT to incorporate the Tilden Trust, for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a [(ree library and reading room
in the city of New York,

Tassen Maveh 28, 1887 5 tiveedilths being prosenl.

Witersag, John Bigelow, Aundvew IT, Gyeen aud George W, Swith, Preamble,
the exceutors and hrastees of the Inst will and testament of Snmmnel J,
Tilden, decoused, have, in pursuanco of provisions of said will and
testnment, mado npplicetion to the Legislnturo for the cunctiment of the
following act ; muL

Wianneas, The said excenfors and timsfees deen it inexpedient to
designate any purposes of the corporaiion herein and hereby crented
other thon the establishment and maintennnce of o free libravy and
roading raom in the ity of New York, in accordance with the purpose
and intention of snid testnlor; therelove,

The People of the State of New York, vepresented in Senafe and
Assembly, do enact as follows !

Secrton 1. The snid John Bigelow, of Ilighland Falls, in Orange wilden
county, and Androw IL Green and Georgo W. Smith, of the eity of mimd,.
New York, and such other persons ng they may associnte with them-
selves, and their successors, ave hereby created u body corpornte und
politic under the name and title of the Tilden Trust,

§ 2. The said John Bigelow, Andrew 11, Green and George W. Smith Perma.
shall bo permancut tristoes of such corporation in accovdance with the Jiond tis:
intoution of tho snid will in that behalf,  Within ninety days from the thercor
passage of this net thoy shall designato and appoint, in writing, other Addition.
trustees, so that the number of trustees shall be not less thany five, Towa ™

§ 3. Onc-lnlf of the other frustees so desigunted and appointed Termsor
shall Tiokl offico for the term of one year and the other half theveol for fiionsl
the term of two yenrs.  After such desiguation and appointment shall
heve been made, every frustee appointed to fll any vacaney in the
board of trustees shall hold office for the term of two yenrs, ~Any Yaewm
vacancy which may nt any time ocenr in snid Loard throngh deabh, mien,
vosignation, ineapacity, expiration of term, or otherwise, shall Lo filled
by tho remuining trustees,

§ 4. All the powers of tho said corporation shall be vested in the Onlcorsor
trustocs, They shall have the power to appoiut a president and vice- ({5
president, secrvelary aud treasuver, of whom the sceretavy and

treaguyer need not be memboys of said board, Such officers shall hold
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Tenura of their offices upon such tenure, and shall roeeivo such componsntion ns
oMee- the by-lnws mny preseribe. Snid trustees shall also hnve power fo
appoint such other oflicors and agents ns the proper condnet of the
nfioirs of snid corporation shall vequire, removable ub the plonsure of
the board, and to fix their compensation.
‘1‘:«;‘}[\':":';f'l‘ §r5. 'l‘liul) sriid corpnrmﬁuu slm!lt]uwo, in nd]di;.%un to t.h‘c; pnwt]:rs now
thos. conferred by law npon all corporations ng such, the enpneify and power
?l:‘t.;'l N to (‘.Httlhlislly:\!lt] tl!!liiltldlill a free libeavy mud veading reom in the city
tes - of New York, and for these purposes it shall linve power {o demand,
vavaryy - yeeover, accepb aud receive all sueh money mnl other proporty, real or
;in; o personstd, ns is given to it by virtue of the will of Sumnel J, Tilden, ov
;'.‘;.‘:‘ﬁ-m- shall be conveyed or transferred to, or in any manner bestowed upaon,
mIn:!I'ca'l it by the nf’m‘oslnid oxc]cutnrs niul] trnsifcs hy \l'irt,uei u%’i f].ho powers
wileete: therein conferved npon tham; and the said corporation shiall have power
Munaze.  to hold, manage, inllgn'u\'e, dizpose of and convey ull property at auy
propatty, ;‘.imell;ecm\'cd oy tuvqnhl-ml Ii)y it ]in siieh manner as may bo lLesh enleu-
afed to enery oub its oljects nad purposes,
hen ”§ 6. T'he s*nm U(.)i‘pll".'lf-'lmil H}Fll” lnfclcz\pf, l}li(i 1‘9]("(4\']9 :;111 suu}l jms\lnﬁv or
tepins nndd Obher property as is given {o i by the said will of Samuel J. 1'ilden,
ollyen . or ghall ble mm-oye:lzw translerred to, or in any manner bestowed npon,
poserd wne i a8 aforesuid by the afovesnid excentors and {rustoes, ubject to tho
der Wil tormg and conditions expressed in and imposed by the sid will of
Sumnel o Tilden, iu respect fo the gift or gilts thevein and thereby
mude or provided for, fo o eorporation to bo formed and to bo kuown
s tho ’J‘iLicu Trust, and the said covporation shall have power to make
tanl ontc]r into nuy ({htign‘l‘.ion or obligntions to seeure due complinnco
with sueh teyms and conditions,
Generl § 7. The snid corporation shall possess thie powers and, except as
L bt muy bo otherwise pravided by this aet, be subject fo the provisions,
les. linbilities and yestrictions contnined in the third title of the cighteenth
moveoas chapter of the flsst part of the Revised Statutes, but nothing hevein
ol contained sholl nffect the rights of any parties to any action now pend-
tions, ing or of any heirent-law of sald Summel J. Lilden, decensed.

8 8. This act shall take effect immediately.

Chap. S6.

AN ACT to legalize nnd validate the report of the United
States Telephone Manufacturing Company, verified Janu-
ary fifteentl, eighteen hundred and cighty-five.

Passun Maveh 28, 18875 theee-fifths Doingr present 3 withuut the approval of the
Governep,®
The People of the Slate of New York, yepresonled in Sencle and
Assemdly, do encel as follows !

Srerron 1. The veport of the United States Telephone Manufucturing
Compnny, signed by its president and seerotary, and verified by the
onth of snid sceretury on January tifteenth, cighteen hundred and
cighty-five, and thercafter filed and published, i3 hereby made as ef-
fectual, legal and valid as if the snid report hind been signed by the
president and o majority of the tyustees of said company, and by them

ke Nob relurnpd by tho Gmernor whinin tun daya aflor it wis prosendesd to hiny, s booame g
Inw wHhout bis signidure,  FAYL 1V, See. 0, Cehstitution of tho Stato ol New Yovk.}
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STATE OF NEW-YORK,

PASSED AT THE S3EVENTY-SECOND SESSION OF TIIE LEGIS.
LATULRE, DERAUN TIIE SECOND DAY OF JANUARY
AND ENDED THE ELEVENTIH DAY OF APRIL, 1849,

AT THE CITY OF ALBANY.

Chapter 1.

AN ACT to tneorporate the trustees of the Astor Library.
Passed January 18, 1849,

The People of the State of Now-York, vepresented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows :

§ 1. The mayor of the city of New-York for the time Deing in Corporation
respect to his office, and Washington Teving, William B, Astox, “"oneh
Daniel Lord, James G, King, Joseph G. Copswell, Fitzgreen
Halleck, Samuel B. Ruggles, Samuel Ward, Charles A, Bristed
and their successors, aro hereby created and declared fo e a
body corporate, by the name and style of “'Lhe Trustees of the Name and
Astor Libravy;” Dy which name they and their sucuessors may V¢
aue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, contract and be con-
iracted with, and be known in all courts and places whatever, and
may alse have & common genl, und change and alter the same at
pleasure. i

§ 2. The direction and manngement of the affairs of the snid Afmira tobe
eorporation, and the conirol and disposal of its property and funds fenesed by
shall bo vested in the said trustees and their suceessors, The
number of such trustees shall be cleven: and thoy nre heveby
empowered,

1, o receive from the executors of the will of John Jacob Ta Tecelve
Astor, ps recorded with the codicils thereto annexed, in the office fav'te
of the surrognte of the city and county of New-York, the sum of gxeeufare of
four hundred thousand dollars, by him therein begueathed for the ™
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eslablishment of o public Hbrary in said elty ; including in said
swm the price of the site sclected for the said library, on the
casterly sido of La Fayelic Place in said city, ns authorised by
the snid testalor; which site, with its appurienances, the snid cor-
poration is hereby empowered to tnke and hold in fee simple for
the purpose of the said library, and on condition to bo applied and
used therefor.

2, "o expend n portion of the said sum, not oxceeding seventy-
flve thousand dollurs, in ercetiny and 1naintaining upon the said
site & building suitnble for o putfie libeary,

3. To expend a further nmount, not exceeding ono hundred
and twenty fhousand dollavs, in the purchnse of books, maps,
chntfs, models, drawings, paintings, engravings, ensts, stniues,
furniture, and other things appertaining to a library for genernl
use,

4. To invest the residue of said sum of four hundred thousand
dollars as o fund for paying the value of the site of the bLuilding
and for maintnining and graduaily increasing the said librovy, and
to defray the neeessary expenses of taking car: of the same, and
of the accommodation of persons consulting the library. And in
case the income of the fund shall at any time excced the amounts
which the snid trustees may find useful to expend for the purposes
above named and particulavised, then to expend such surplus in
procuring public lecturos to be delivered in connection with tha
library, upon useful subjects of literature, philosopy, science,
liistory, and the fine neis, or in promoting in any olher mode the
objeets of the institution as nbove expressed,

G. o dircet the expenditure of tho funds, and the investment,
safekeeping and management thereof, and of the property and
efleets of the said corporation j also 1o muke such ordinances and
regulations from time to time, as the said trustces may think
proper for the good order and convenignce of those who may
resort to the library or use the same; to make such by-laws ns
mny be necessary and convenicnt in conducting the business of
the said corporation; to appoint, direct, control, and at theiy
pleasure remove s superintendent of the library and all libravians
and other persons necessary to be employed about the snne, and
in general to have and use all powers and authority necessary for
promoting the objects of the institution as expressed in tho said
will and codicils of the said John Jneob Astor,

§ 3. The sunid library shall be necessible at all reasonable hours
and times for general use, freo of expenso to persons resorting
thereto, subject only to such control and regulations ns tho said
trusieos from time to time mny exercise and establish for general
convenienco. .

§ 4. Allinvestments of tho funds of the said corporation shall
be made in bonds secured by mortgags of productive renl estate,
or in the public debt of the United States, or of the States of tho
Union, or of the city of New-York, or of portions thereof in any
of those reodes, except that in the investment in said public dobts
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preference shall be given according to the order in which they are
lercin above named, )

§ 5. The snid corporation shall be subject to the visitation of ﬁgﬁ{;‘;{“lﬂ““
nny courts of justico which now arc or hereafter may be thercunto visiwtion or
empowered, for the purpose of preventing and redressing any ®"*
mismanagement, waste, or brench of trust.

§ 6. The said trustees shall elect one of thieir number to preside Trusioo 1o
over their board, who shall hold such office during tlicir pleasurc, Sioctd fox-
and they may also appoint and at ‘any {ime remove a secrotary crotary, &e.
and any othier officers which their business may requive. ‘The
nets of o majority of the trustees at any meeting duly notified
nccording to tho by-laws, shall be valid. Any vacaneics in the
number of said trusteces ceccurring by death, resipnation, inca-
peeity or removal from this state, shall bo filled by persons to be
appointed by the remaining trustees or a majority of them, exeept
that the mryor of the city of New-York, during his continunnce
in office, shall always be a trustee. '['he trustecs shall not recelve To roceive
nny compensation for their serviees, excopt that if any one of their "° ¥
number shall at any time be superintendent, he may receive com-
pensation ag such,

§ 7. Fhe said corporation may take and hold any additional My nke
donations, grants, devises or boquests, which may e made in oo
further support of the said library, or the lectures or literary and
gcientific objects connected therewith,

§ 8. "The property, real and personal, of the said corporation, The pr:
shall bo exempt from taxation, in the ssme manner ns that. of the Dpsefrem
other incorporated public libraries of this state: and it shall be [Axston snd
the duty of' tho said trustees to cffect such inswrances as can be '
obtained upon such buildings and library, and other property
againgt loss by fire or otherwiso, and pay the expense thereof out
of the fund deseribed in tho fourth sub-division of scetion second
of this aet,

§ 9. The snid trustees shall in the month of January in every Annuaire.
year make n repott to the Legislature for the yenr ending on the iy bo
thirty-first day of December preceding, of the condition of the
said library, of the funds and other property of the corporation
and of it8 reccipts and expenditures during such year.

§ 10. Tf any dobts of the said eorporation lawfully contracted, Hisbility of
shall not be paid out of its funds when due, the trustecs shall be '
individunlly Jinble for such funds {o the creditors in such cascs,

and to such extent as they would be if not incorporated.
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Clmp. 2,

AN ACT to incorporate the Trustees of the Lenox
Library,
PassrDd January R0, 1870,

The People of the State of New York, represonted in
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows :

Srorion 1. James Lonox, William 1L Aspinwall, ITam. Corporutors
ilton Iiah, Robert Ray, Alexander Van Rensselaer,
Daniel Huntington, John IVisher Sheafe, dames Donald-
son and Aaron B, Belkuap, and their successors, are
hereby eronted and de(ﬂuru(} to bo a body corporate by
the name and style of “The Trustees of the Lenox Corparate
Library,” by which namo they and their successors may powors.
guo and Lo sued, plead and bo impleaded, contract and
bo contracted with, and be known in all conrts and places
whatever ; and may also have a conmon seal, and alter
the same at pleasuro.

§ 2, The (hl'cction and management of the affuirs of Manage.
the said corporation, and the control and disposal of ita "™
property and funds, shall be vested in the said trustees
and thoir suecessors, Tho number of such trustees shall Trustecs,
be nine, and they are hereby empowered : dutlos,

1. To receive from the said James Lenox his collec. To receivo
tion of manuseripts, printed hooks, engravings and maps, paint-
statuary, paintings, deawings and other works of arg, 8% &
Also tﬁe gum of three hundred thousand dollars to be Eadowment
used for the establishiment of a public library in the city fhhiy
of New York, and such real cstate ns he may convey for
a sito for the same in the Nincteenth ward of the said Location
city, in the vicinity of the Contral park ; which site, with Meree
its appurtenances, the snid corporation is hereby cmpow-
ored to take and hold in fee simple for the purposcs of
the said library, and to be [lpplict{ and used in cotnee-
tion with tho snme, and for no other purpose,

9, To expend a portion, not exceeding two-thirds, of Bunding to
such sum abovo reforred to in erccting upon the said site B erectod
n building suitablo for o public library, and in the pur-
chaso of furniture and other things appertaining to n Furntture,
library for goneral use,

8. Lo invest tho residue of such sum for maintaining Residuoto
and gradually incrensing the said library, and to defray eivestd
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the necessary expenses of taking care of the same, and
of the nccmnmm{ation of persons consulting the library,”
and in enso the income of the fund shall, at any tiwmo,
execed the nmonnt which tho said trustees may find use-
ful to expend for the purposes above named and particu-
lavized, then to expend snch surplus in proeuring public
lIectures to bo delivered, in connection with the ]i]hrm'y,
upon useful subjects of science, history, literature and the
fine arts; or in promoting, in any other mode, the objeets
of the institntion as above oxpressed ; or, if it become
neeessary, in incrensing the eapneity of the Dbuilding,

4. To direct the oxpenditnre of the funds, and the
investment, safo keopiug and management thercof, and
of the property and offects of tho gaid corporntion:—
nlso to muke such ordinances and regulations, from time
to time, ns tho said trustees may tﬁiuk proper for the
good order and convenienco of those who may resort to
the library or use tho snme:—to make such by-laws as
may be necessary and convenient in conducting the busi-
ness of the said corporation : —to appoint, direet, control,
and at their pleasure remove a superintondent of tho
libiary, and all librarians and other persons necessary to
be employed about the sume: — and in general; to havo
and use all powers and authority necessary for promoting
tho objects of tho institution,

" § 8. L'he library shall bo accessible nt all roasonablo
hours during tho day, for general uso, freo of expense to
persons resorting thereto, subject only to such contrul
and regulations as tho suid trustecs, irom time to tine,
may exercise and establish for general convenienco.

§ 4. All investments of -the funds of the said corpora-
tion shall bo made in bonds sccured by mortgago of pro-
duetive real estato in the cities of New York and Brook-
Jyn j or in the public debt of the United States, or of tho
State of New York, or of tho cities of New York and
Brooklyn; or portivns thereof in any of these ways;
oxeept that, in the investment in said public debts, prefer-
ence shall be given according to the order in which they
are hereinabovo named,

§ 5. Tho said corporation shall be subject to the visita-
tion of the Supreme Conrt of this Stafe for the purposo
of preventing any mismanagement, waste or breach of
trust,

§ 6. "The said trastecs shall cleet ono of their number
to preside over their board, who shall liold sueh oflice
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during their plensure; and they way also appoint, and
at any timo remove; a sceretary, and any Otllll!l‘ ofticers
whom their business may require. The ncts of a manjority
of tho trustees ot any meeting duly notified according to
tho by-laws, shall bo valid, Any vacancies in tho num-
ber of the suid trustees occurring by déath, resignation,
or removal from this State shall bo filled by a vote of
two-thirds of the remaining trustees, Tho trustces shall
not receive any componsation for their services, except
that if any ono of their namber shall at any time be
superintendent, e may receive compensation ag such,

§ 7. The snid corporation may take and hold any addi-
tional donntions, grunts, dovises or bequests, sulject fo
all the provisions of law relating to dovises or bequests
by lnst will and testanment, which may bo mnde in further
support of the said library and its collections, or of the
Tectures on literary and sciontific objects connceted there-
with.

§ 8, The property, real and personal, of the said cor-
poration ghall bo exempt from taxation in the snme man-
ner as that of the othior incorporated public libraries of
this State. And it shall bo tho duty of tho suid trustees
to effect such insurance as ¢an bo obtained upon the said
buildings and library and other property agninst loss by
fire, or otherwise, and pay the oxpense thercof out of tho
fund mentioned in the third subdivision of section second
of this nct. ,

§ 9. Tho said trustees shall in the month of JFanuary in
ench year make n report to thoe legislature for the yenr
onding on the thivty-first day of December preceding, of
the condition of the said library, of the funds and other
property of the corporation, of its receipts and oxpendi-
tures, during such year,

8 10, "T'his corporation shall possess the general powers,
nnd e subject to tho provisions, rostrictions and liabili-
ties contained in the third title of the cighteenth chapter
of the first part of tho Revised Statutes,

§ 11, This act shall take effect immedintely.
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ADDRESS TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN' AND
COMMONALTY OF THE CITY OF
NEW YORK.

PRESENTED By THE BOARD OF 'TRUSTEES TO THE HoN.
WritLiam L. STrONG, Mavor, AT THE Crry HaLL,
MARCH 29, 1896,

@he New Work Public Libyarp, formed by the consolidation
of the Astor and Lenox Libraries, and the Tildel Trust, having
perfected its legal organization, the Trustees must now decide
as to the scope of the work to be undertaken by the consolidated
body, and.as to the site and character of 1ts building.

assumed towards the founders of the librariés and other benefac-
tors,’ render it pecessary in apy event that the Agtor and Lenox
collections shall always remain in the library for use by readers
there; and shall not be lent out or allowed to be taken by indi-
viduals from the building. This necessarily involves the erec-
tion of abuilding adequate for convenient access by the public,
and with snfficient accommodation for the large additions which
are necessary to make these collections such a hbrary of refer-
ence as is required in this City.
While the present collections are of great value s a founda-
tion, they are, nevertheless, small and incomplete in compari-
-son with the great libraries of other countries, and the present
“buildings are in many respects umsuitable and wholly inade-
"quate to the future needs of the Corporation.
The annual income of the.Corporation at the present time: is
about §r60,000, This amount will eventually be somewhat in-
“creased by the sale of property now unproductive, including one
125
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128 LIBRARY BUILDING IN BRVANT PARK,

or both of the present library buildings. On the other!
income will be reduced, if the Corporation is compell
its own funds, to erect a guitable building.

The expenses of such a reference library as must
tained will be necessarily very large. In order to comj
maintain the present collections, an outlay of not less tha
a year is necessary., In addition, large sums must bee:
as opportunity offers, to fill up the numerous existi
The Astor and Lenox Libraries are now kept open dt
hours of daylight only; but the cost of maintenance an
jstration, including repairs, heating, lighting, cleanis
loguing, &c., will amount to $45,00c a year—and this
increase with the increase of the collections, If the
are to be kept open duting the evening, there will be;
increase in the cost of administration. .

The Trustees are, therefore, satisfied that although
solidated Corporation will probably have means suff
enable it to maintain a free reference library with ample
rooms and accommodation for students; nevertheles
Corporation shall provide its own site, whether from k

" owned or to be acquired, and erect thereon a building ¢

the future needs of such a library alone, itsincome willi
ficient to do more than to maintain the same in full effic

To accomplish this resuit will, indeed, be no small
ment, becanse in considering the subject, no one can f
impressed with the iheagre and unsatisfactory provisio
ing in the City of New York, either for scholars and st1
a reference library, or for home reading through a li
circulation. o

The following table shows the number of books in th
pal Libraries of the World:

LIBRARY. CITy.
Bébliotﬁéque Nationale,....... AR -1 £ -
British Museum. .. .....ooivuienaioa, Londom... ........ Cheeann
Tmperial Library. .. ........o. oL LSt Petersburg.............
Royal Library .. ........... DR €31 2
Royal Public...,..... e Berlno.o.oollll
Strasburg Univessity. ............ oo -Strasburg. ...l
Library of CODRYESs ...\ .veeoern.. ... Washington,..............
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- LIBRARY, . Vorunes,
Public Library " 6oe,000
Tmperial Library i 50,000
Bodlsian Library. . . ; Oxtord 530,000
Leipsic University. ............. . ... ..Leipsic 504,000
Royal Library.....ooovoiiioaini ..Copenkagen 560,000
S{uttgard Univarsity Stuttgard - 400,000

Buda-Pesth Library Buda-Pesth 463,000
Cambridge Usiversity ) Cambridge, England 450,000
Biblioteca Nacional : Madrid 450,000
Géttingen University, . . . Gottingen .. 450,000
National Central Florence 41%,000
Vieana University Vienna 418,000
8¢, Mark's Nationat i . . 415,000
Public Library Hamburg 410,000
Royal Library Brussels 405,000
Rayal Library 460,000
National Library <o . The Hague 400,000
Heidelberg University Heidelberg.. .. ...... 400,000
Harvard University Cambridge, Mass 460.000
Chicago University Chicago - . 380.c00
New York Public Library ;o New York 330,000

In other countries, and in other portions of our own country,
it has been considered an essential duty of the State to provide
adequate support for a great Public Library., In onr City no
real obligation in that respect has been assumed on the part of
the public authorities; and the entire subject has been practi-
cally left to private enterprise or private benefaction. "While
millioas have been spent upon Parks, Armories and Public Im-
provements, public contributions to libraries have been insig-
nificant. But private benefactions, however generous, cannot
be expected to supply, unaided, the means that are essential to
the establishment and maintenance of a library of the first rank,
Thus the Parliamentary appropriations for the current year for
the British Museum amount to ;£157,784, or about $750,000; to
which must be added the income from six funded bequests, and
the valuc of all the books, pictures, charts and other publica-
tions of the British press, which it receives without cost under

- the operation of the copyright laws.

The following table exhibits the amount expended by the

public authorities of the City of New York for library work, as
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compared with the expenditures of some other cities in this
country:

INCOME PER
oY, poPUI;;TgoN N PUBI;:!C é,:;my 1.000"
9. . OF POPULATION.

Springfield, Mass. ...... 44,379 %25, 000 85065.88
Boston, Mase.®,. ... ... 448,477 70,000 - 370.06
Peoyia, Tll............. 41,024 15,000 365.63
Minnespolis, Mion,..,.. . T0a4,738 55,000 333.86
Worcester, Mass. . ..., .. 84,655 28,360 335,00
Hartford, Conn......... , 51,220 15,000 281 8B4
Newark, N. J.......... 181,830 41,000 225,48
Lowell, Mass........... 77,696 14,630 188. 41
Toledo, O, o oeu s [ 81,434 15,000 184.19
Omaha, Neb............ 140,452 24,000 170.87
FProvideace, R. I....... 132,146 22, 000 166.48
Petroit, Mich..,...,... 205,876 34,000 165,14
Cinciunati, O.._........ 296,908 41,000 138.06
San Francisco, Cal ... .. . 298,007 40,000 133.78
Milwaukee, Wis,....... 204,468 25,600 122,21
Chicago, Tl f........., 1,009,850 125,000 IE3. 65
St T.ouls, Mo,,, ...... 45X, 70 54,000 I19.53
Baltlmore, Md.......... 434,439 50,000 115.09
Cleveland, O ....... R 261,353 28,000 107.13
New Vork......... e ¥,515,501 . 40,000 20,39

Past experience seems to have demonstrated that no reference
libzary—no matter how complete or how freely thrown open to
the public—can really and thoroughly either interest the public

_or provide for its wants. To accomplish this result an adequate

and satisfactory Free Public Library System must aim at the
circulation of books for home reading, both for cultivation and
recreation, in addition to supplying the needs of scholars. In
no other way can the benefits of education and training of the
public school system be preserved and made effective,
Moreover, the providing of a single library from which the
public may draw books is not sufficient in a large ¢ity, and the
system is only successfal where its benefits are brought by means
of many stations within reasonahie reach of all,

In ¢ther words,

¥ Land and building provided by City. Cost of building about $2, 361,000,
 Land and building provided by City. Cost of buiiding about §,325,800.
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what is necessary for real public interest and lasting public ben-
efit, is a great central library of reference and exhibit, and in
addition, the public must be provided with the means of pro-
curing books for home reading within some reasonable distance
of their residences, .

The beginning of a movement for free circulation of books has

been made by the New York Free Circulating Library, and ona
smaller scale by othér associations; but their means and facili-
ties are entirely inadequate to the demands and needs of the
public. The Trustees arc satisfied that that organization wiil
giadly co-operate in the establishment of a satisfactory Public
Library System,
- As early as 1847 the State of Massachusetts authorized a tax
to establish a fres library in Boston, and in 1851t such law was
made general throughout the State of Massachusetts. As the
result of this legislation, over two hundred towns in that State
now have public libraries, containing an aggregate considerably
in excess of two miilion volumes, Many other States have nearly
kept up to the Massachusetts standard, and in New Hampshire
it was proposed, in 1893, for the first time to make it obligatory
on towns to have and maintain public libraries in the same man-
ner in which public schools are maintained. An act to this effect
was passed in 1893, '

The promoters of this legislation proceeded on the theory that
it was unpardonable to make large yearly expenditures for com-
mon schools, and then deny to the public the means of further
education. Indeed, a popular public library, bringing sound
literature within the reach of every man's home, is in a very real
sense & part of the educational system of the State. Education
ought not to stop with the public schosl, nor even with the high
school. It is necessary also to provide the higher school which
a well-equipped popular library can alone afford. Moreovar the
State has a profound interest in aiding .the circulation of ideas
that are not ephemeral. The best influence of 2 popular press
must largely depend upon its having within reach a complete
storehouse of scientific, economic and historical facts, with which
to correct the crudensss of hasty judgments of great social and
nationsl movements.

T T e ey
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The State of New York, although under early laws some pro-
vision was made for district school libraries, was one of the most
backward of all the States of the Union, having unti] very lately
no free library law; but public libraries are now a part of the
educational system of the State, and good results should be ex.
pected from the present law in the smaller towns and cilies.
Nevertheless no Public Library System has been adopted for the
City of New York, and the modest contributions made by it to
the general object of libraries, bear a sad comparison with the
amounis contributed for other landable objects.

Tt is plain that the City of New York should have a broad aand
comprehensive Library System, adequate to furnish recreation
and instraction to all. It is egually plain that while the means
at the command of this Corporation are entirely inadeguate to
undertake the whole work, nevertheless its existing organization
and the resources at its command offer to the public an oppor-
tunity to secure ata minimum cost such a Public Library System
as shall be in keeping with the importance, dignity and magni-
tirde of the City. If the present opportunity be lost, long delay
will ensue in establishing any such system; the expense must be
enocrmously increased; and as this Corporation will have entered
on its work, within the limits possible to it with its present re-
sources, a new library will, to a considerable extent, again create
the very evils from which the several organizations, by their
consolidation, have sought fo escape. )

In this cordition of affairs, the Trustees of The New York
Public Library have deemed it their duty to make a frank pre-
sentation of these facts, and to tender to the public their aid
and all the resources at their command toward the foundation
of a Great Public Library, able to supply the needs of all classes,
and which shall do honor to the City.

If the City of New York will furnish a proper site, and pro-
vide the means to erect thereon a suitable building for the pur-
poses of the New York Public Library, excluding for the present
the renuirements of branch libraries or delivery stations other
than those now.controlled by the Free Circulating Library, then
the New York Public Library can, through the sale of its pres-
ent sites, obtain such an addition te its funds as will justify it
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in providing for the circulation of books from its main building.
1t further funds can be supplied from private benefaction or
otherwise, sufficient to establish and maintain an adequate num-
ber of branches for circulation, it is certain that the City of New
York can and will have a free Public Library on the broadest
and most comprehensive plan, )

" It must be borne in mind that in suggesting that the City
should thus do something towards securing the amplest result$
from the endowments which we owe to the munificence and wise
forethought of three successive generations of the Astor family,
of James and Henrietta Lenox, and of Samuel . Tilden, the
Trustees are asking no favors for themselves or the Corporation
they represent. ‘They are seeking only to supply the best ser-
vice possible for all the people of the City. Every dollar
diverted into buildings will simply diminish the means that
would .otherwise be available for the supply and distribution of
books. Nor will any aid that the City may give prove an unpro-
ductive outlay. On the contrary, it is believed to be suscepti-
ble of demonstration that the erection by the City of such a
buildidg as this- Corporation requites, in a fitting locality, will
add to the City's revenue; for it will largely increase the tax-
able value of all neighboring property.

Should the suggestions of the Trustees be favorably received,
no site within the control of the City could accomplish the ends
in view as well as that of the Reservoir upon Fifth Avenue, be-
tween Fortieth and Forty-second Streets,

The siteis an ideal one for such a building. 1t is to-day the
most central and easily accessible spot on the Island, and will
be rendered even more so by new means of communication.
Within a'single block are two lines of surface cars and two ele-
vated railroads, running north and south. The Forty-second
Street surface road intersects all the chief thoroughfares that
coanect the upper with the lower part of the City. - Less than

three hundred vards away is the common terminus of the three

principal railroads ronning into the City, And not only does
this site command these incomparable advantages at the pres-
ent time, but i¢ is impossible to foresee a time when it cannot

i3
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retain a like superiovity, At no peint further north can any
similar convergence of public modes of travel ever be antici-
pated,

On this site it will be possible to erect a library building, dig-
nified, ample in size, visible from all sides, with uninterrupted
light, free irom all danger of fire, in no respect encroaching
upon the existing Bryant Park, and which will be an ornament
to the City. The Park area would indeed be increased by sub-
stituting a library building for the Reservoir. The Reservoir
measures 455 feet by 4z0. A library building 330 feet by 300
would offer zil the accommodations which the most sanguine
would probably think it wise at present to provide; and even
this would leave a margin of more than roo feet on the avenue
and more than 5o feet on each side street, to be laid out with
grass and shrubbery. The City would then have no quarter
more Inviting. The library would in effect bring the Park to
Fifth Avenue; while reciprocaily the Park would add enor-
mously to the attractiveness, security and usefulness of the
library. .

In order to afford the City and the public the opportunity of
detenmining whether they will now have such a great, well-
equipped, and really popular library, for the benefit of all the
people—the Board of Trustees of The New York Puablic Library -
hereby respectfully apply to the City authorities for their
approval of such legislation as will enable the City to grant to
this Corporation, by some permaneat tenure, a proper site for its
Library Building and such funds as may be necessary to enable
this Cerporation to construct and equip its building thereon;
and that the site of the present reservoir on Fifth Avenue, be-
tween Fortieth and Forty-second Streets, be granted for that
purpose, if compatible with the public interest.

When we consider the extent te which an institution of the
character proposed may fairly be expected to strengthen the
police, diminish crime, raise public standards of morality,
attract to our city men from every department of industry and
every walk of life, add to the operative power of our people,
and extend the influence of cur Commonwealth, it can hardly
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be regarded otherwise than

the work
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ACT PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION BY T
CITY OF NEW VORXK OF A PUBLIC LIBRARY
BUILDING IN BRYANT PARK.

Awx Acr to*provide for the construction of a pul
building in Bryant park in the city of New Yc
to be occupied by the New York public lihc
Astor, Lenox and Tilden foundations.*

PASSED xg MAv, 1897,
Laws or 18qgy7, CHAYTER

AMENDED 23 AFPRIL, IDoo.
LAWS oF 1900, CHAPTER

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
Assembly, do enact as follows :

Geriion 1. The land now occupied by the reservoir u
Fifth avenue, between Fortieth ‘and Forty-second streets,
the city of New York, having been made, pursuant to law
authority, a portion of a public park, known as Bryant pz
the department of public parks in the city of New Yotk is her
authorized to remove the reservair, now occupying a portior
such Bryant park, and to erect, construct, maintain, equip :
furnish in said Bryant park, or in or upon any portion then
a suitable and appropriate five-proof huilding, in accorda
with plans to be made and prepared by the trustees of the I
York public library, Astor, Leuox and Tilden foundatic
aad to be approved by the board of estimale and apporti

+ Amendments of 100 are printed in italics.
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ment in the city of New York; such building to be used and
occupied as a public library and reading room by the said the
New York public 1ibrary, Astor, Lenox and Tilden founda-
tions, a consolidated corporation organized and existing under
the laws of the state of New York, and for the purpose of
carrying out the objects and purposes of said corporation, in
accordance with the apreement of consolidation whereby said
corporations was constituted, and the several acts incorporating
‘the trustees of the Astor library, the trustees of the Lenox
tibrary and the Tilden trust, -

Gertiou 3. The said department of public parks shall prepare
and submit to the board of estimate and apportionment forms
of contracts, specifications and honds for the faithful perform-
ance of the work and the furnishing of materials required, from
time to time, to be approved by the corporation counsel of the
" city of New York as to form. When such contracts and 'specifi-
i cations, and the form of bond, shall have been approved by the
board of estimate and apportionment, the commissioners of
public parks shall advertise for sealed bids or proposals for
doing the work and furnishing the materials, as called for by
the contract; which advertisement shall be published in the
City Record and in two daily newspapers to be designated by
the said commissioners at least fifteen days consecutively before
the time fixed for the closing of the bids,

All bids or proposals shall be enclosed in sealed envelopes
addressed to the said commissioners of public parks, and shall
be accompanied by a deposit of such amouat, if any, as said
commissioners shall decide. The contracts may be several, and
cover such portion or portions of the work respectively as the
said board of estimate and apportionment shall decide. The
bids shall be opened by said commissioners, and shall be sub-
mitted to the board of estimate and apportionment, Said board
may seiect such bid or bids, proposal or proposals, the accept-
ance of which will, in their judgment, best secure the efficient
petformance of the work, or they may reject any or all of said
bids and direct a readvertisement, as herein above provided.
The said department of parks, is hereby authorized to use and
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employ in and about such erection and construction the materials
composing said reservoir or any part thereof, or wholly to re-
move the same, or to sell and dispose of the same, or any part
thereof, provided, however, that the actual removal of such
reservoir shall not be rnade until that portion of the mains for
an additional supply of water, anthorized by chapter 669 of the
T.aws of 1806, shall have been laid and made ready for use, as
far south as Thirty-eighth street, and until the department of
public works of saild city of New York, shall have made such
connections and readjustments of the water pipes for distribu-

. tion of the water supply as may be necessary; and shall certify
to the. board of estimate and appertionment that such connec-
tions and readjustments have been made.

Hertion 3. The said boarsd of estimate and apportionment in
said city is further anthorized, at any time.after the passage of
this act, {o enter into a contract with the said the New York
public library, Astor, L.enox and Tilden foundaticns, for the
use and occupation by such corporafion and its successors of
the bujlding so to be erected, constructed, equipped and fur-
nished for the purpose of maintaining therein a public library
and reading-room and carrying on the objects and purposes of
the said corporation as provided by the sald agreement of con-
solidation and the several acts incorporating the said several
corporations respectively, and any amendments to be hereafter
aunthorized to the same, which contract shall provide for such
use and occupation so long as the said the New York public
library, Astor, Lienox and Tilden foundations shall maintain
such public library and reading-room therein and shall use said .
building so to be erected for the purpose thereof, The said :
contract shall provide for the establishment and maintenance
of a free circulating branch in said library and that the same :
shall be open for the use of the public during the day time on i
Sunday and during the ecvening of each other day of the week :
for such term as may be prescribed by the proper authorities
in control of said library when the same is opened, the hour
for the closing of said branch of the library on each evening
to be not carlier than ten o’clock,
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Gertion & For the purpose of providing means for carrying
into effect the provisions of this act, including the cost of the
removal of the reservoir and the erection, construction, equip-
ment and furnishing of the building hereinbefore authorized,
and the grading and teviacing of the land about said building, and the
construction of suftable sidewalks, bervaces, steps and other approaches,
it shall be the duty of the comptroller of the city of New Vork,
upon being thereunto anthorized by the beard of estimate and
apportionment, to issue and sell consolidated stock of said city
in such amonnts as said board shall from time to time in Iy discretion
determine to be needed, and at such a rate of interest as may be
 fixed by said comptroller, not exceeding four per centum per
. annum. Said stock shall provide for the payment of the princi-
pal and jnterest in gold coin of the United States of America,
and shall be free from taxation and shall be redeemable within
a period of time not exceeding forty-five years from the date of
their issue. It shall not be sold for less than the par value
thereof. The proceeds of the same shall be paid out and ex-
‘pended for the purposes for which the same are issued upon

vouchers certified by the department of public parks, The
aggregate amount of said stock, to be issued under #hie provisions
of this act, shall be fixed by the board of estimale and apportionment

in ity discrefion.

‘Begiion 5. Al acts and parts of acts inconsistént with the
provisions of this act are hereby repealed,

Gection §. This act shall take effect immediately.

* The act of 187 provided as follows :
The aggregate amount of said stock, to be issued under provision of this act,
hall not exceed two millions, five hundred thousand dollars.”

T
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Landmarks Preservation
Commission

Meenakshi Srinlvasan
Chair

Kate Lemos McHale
Director of Research
klemosmchale@lpec.nyc.gov

1 Centre Streot
9" Floor North
New York, NY 10007

212 669 7801 tel
212 669 7818 fax

June 21, 2017

Charles D. Watren, President

Committee to Save the New York Public Library
232 East 11" Street

New York, NY 10003

Re: New York Public Library Interiors: Rose Main Reading Room; Bill Biass
Pubtic Catalog Room; Miriam and Ira D Wallach Art & Architecture Room; Brook
Russell Astor Reading Room for Rare Books and Manuscripts; Edna B.
Salomon Room; 42™ Street Staircases; Sue and Edgar Wachenheim I
Trustees Room; South-North Gallery, First Floor; Gottesman Exhibition Hall;
Sue and Edgar Wachenheim Il Gallery; DeWiit Wallace Periodicals Room;
Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division; Celeste Bartos Forum

Dear Wren:

Thank you for your request for evaluation of the interiors of the New York Public
Library listed above, and the supporting petitions. The Commission calendared
the two primary public spaces, the Rose Main Reading Room and Biil Blass
Fublic Catalog Room, on June 6, 2017.

We appreciate your commitment to historic preservation and your interest in the
work of the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

Sincerely,

ol Lottt
Kate Lemos McHale
c¢: Theodore Grunewald, Vice President

Thomas H. Collins, Treasurer
Monica Straus, Secretary
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April 3, 2019

Hon. Sarah Carroll, Chair

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission
The Municipal Building, 9'" Floor

Cne Centre Street

New York, NY 10007

RE: NYPL Main Building Interior Spaces

Dear Chair Carroll,

The Historic Districts Council has long been interested in gaining
protections for the remarkable interiors of the New York Public Library’s
Main Branch at 475 Fifth Avenue. Thanks to the prescient actions of the
Landmarks Preservation Commission, portions of Carrere and Hastings
building have been designated as interior landmarks, ensuring their civic
grandeur will continue to benefit New Yorkers for years to come. The
commission has even seen fit to recently expand the original 1974 interior
designation by adding the Main Reading Room and the Catalog Room, a
move which we greatly applaud, especially considering the multi-year
ceiling restoration which the Reading Room underwent. In that instance, the
expert oversight of the Landmarks Commission was incredibly welcome.

At this time, HDC would like the Landmarks Commission to reconsider
further expanding the interior designation of this building to include
additional public spaces of architectural beauty and design excellence.
Specifically, we request that the Landmarks Preservation Commission
consider the following spaces within the Main Branch of the New York
Public Library (called the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building) as potential



New York City Interior Landmarks: the South-North Gallery; D. Samuel and
Jeane H. Gottesman Exhibition Hall; Sue and Edgar Wachenheim 111
GalleryRoom 112; DeWitt Wallace Periodicals Room; Lionel Pincus and
Princess Firyal Map Division; Celeste Bartos Forum; 42" Street Staircases;
Edna B. Salomon Room; Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Art & Architecture Room;
and the Brooke Russell Astor Reading Room for Rare Books and
Manuscripts. Enclosed with this letter is our 2013 Request for Evaluation
for these rooms, as well as the Main Reading Room and the Catalog Room
which, as noted above, were designated in 2017. This request for evaluation
was occasioned by the commissioners’ comments during the conversation
about the recent proposal for a new 40 Street entrance to the Schwarzman
Building. We felt that between the completed Reading Room restoration and
the Library’s exciting renovation plans, this would be a good time to look at
the building again. We hope you agree,

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Simeon Bankoff

Executive Director



