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,111oon,, Lhc· ::1 •. 1L,· ,,f 

n( _l';1ri::: ;1ud !,,, ·ri 1' ,.11, •,;1,r. ,,. ,, i•'r,• 

; ! ',t '. :;, ".: ·,·,-1•i-., !_,. 1 ,, i 1, 1 ft r•r 

Lit 

l'ound.i. t i, ,r.s, 1-1i:, :;, • , 111,: --.::; :; ·; Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street, New York, NY 10018 

norein.1ftcr t··fr I r,•r; t~1 

i :· ;"I,.;"/ .,,,~-,-,,.· !,•: .ind !.f•t·.,·,ien !l,0 

1. :•j_,I; ;,•,: .... it" th,· 

re~poni>ihlilili' o! ;,r,y:,·::;11, ,111(1 .1:,:.:·nv111'! .·11i•li::.,tinn:; for 

'1, r·c~· t;;1! l''Xi•rc:;:; 1,·..1, 1·,,1:H c: 1n,!ur:i1111 Pid':::·-; lG a:,provc 
f \I, 1 ic: :.i :.:-,Jr'_' 

a p,lyment t.o t~le 1:1~·.: \'·,r.-·/ qf !;\!Ch ~u1:d:; ,1i; :.ilY Ii~ p:.1d1• ,1•t.1ilable 

under the~ :;at1on,'ll lli:.t0r.:c: i·re:;,~rv,'ltiPn ,\1.•>:: nf l'1Gi,, th1..• 

APPLIC,i:l'.l.t; h<.•rehJ i.\<Jl°OIJ and uhli,_i,1t:1;. t!,e; .;(.'l\~;f ,lSsume :111 co5ts 

of rn.:iinccn.:inL·e, ri:!p,1ir .ind uJ1·1inif:tr,1~ion qf the ;,ropcrty 
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1/ 5. 
I fi;lid Al'l'I. lf:Atfl!. Li, 111,1 ln taj n 1 1 ,•p;I i l' imd .:tthntn 1,; tel· 1a11:h prop~r ty 

I 

Lh,1t tiucl. old JgnLi.on o[ 

I 
1, 
!j 

11 

I 
1! 

6laall bin<l ::;,1-td Al'J'l.ICA:~·r::aw! he <mfurce11hlo .i,;ni.nst LJa111e for a 

period of ti11,e Lo he dutennitwd hy Lhc arn,lunt of 1-'cder.:11 

ilGui11.t.1ucc to he received nccortlh,g lv Llw followJ.nu tich(idulc; 

Fc'.ll,1r,1l :,:;:,l:ittlllCI.! o[ ~l 10,000 Lo 
, 

119,9~9: 30 yc,·,r:-; ·,' 

Fe<lcral llli6i6tU1H:e of $ )010()0 Lo $2/19 I 999: ,~o yc.:trs ✓ 
Federal. ,,:;sistanca of $/. 50 I 000 nn<l ovr:L·: 50 y,•;1rn 

6. As further co111;i.<lo..,n1tion for the p,1yment 

i1 APl'LlCA:rrsof /il.l(,.'h Lund:; a:, 11\.:IY h(• avatl,1blc und,?r tlic National 

:1 

h 
'I ,, 
•I 
'I 

llistorit' l'1·escrv;1ti ,a Act nf l 1J1i1.1 ,,nd ::pc.•cific,1lly 1!i.lr1: .. 1rkl!<l for 

hereby n1~1·c,.• LiJ 1,vli.fy l'AHK'.i th,H 

acceptnbl<.: 1,!'fC!t· 

ii purchai>c pri,.:,• ,111d <,L!·._,i..· , .• :tll'l"i.ti 
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.shall hav,• rirJ,t, irrL''.'r,c.,: 11.• : ._•1· a 

the giving of !,1:.::h 

purchase pri<.::c ,HH'. ,u, Lbt: ot:h~r r,;J'_(;1·L1l tcr:::!> SC!t l,)1:th it, .suir..i 

offer. 

/, 

of said pr<:m::.sc6 er additions then:t0 wlthout the p:...•hir c1p1n·ovai 

of PAl<KS, 

8. L,1 hot,l, m,1int:1in a;i<l 

aclministcr such p.-,,pcrty fot· Lhc bt!1kfit of ci1e p.:bli,: ac 

accordinb to the public l~(•nclit i;uid,..•linl'..'!: th:1t shall lH.' 

pron:ulg.i:..e<l hy the ~;ation.--,1 Park Sl rvi,:e i>ln·:,l;;111L :.o 
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cutT1:11tly :q,pli'":1ble puhli.c h,n<•(jt, gui.dcLJ.ne:; i.:; nt:tachc<l 

9, The Ai'l'Ut:,U~T:;hcrcby <lt.:,1·,!~· Lh,1t iL :;lrn.11 1aainL<1in 

t.uch pn,pcri-y for Lli<: ;mLlic b,·111•1 iL .icconliL~(; Lo Lhe l:cJ.:;ns :;e:t 

time tu be dclennined by l:hC! illllotn1l: uf the f,t:,lllt. Such period 

of time sh.'.111 he d~tl.!l'lr,ln...:d in Chi..! 1>,u:H.? m.:11111cr an<l acconling to 

the sclrndul c set forLh above in par,1gt·.:1ph l1, 

APPLICANT.so[ suc.:h Lun<l:.; a:; 1...:1y he nv.1ilnblc tmdt..:}.' the H,1:..ion,11 

Historic I'rc:,c~vat:iHn A<-:L of l9G1.J 1 Llw Al'l1LIC/-.i'f~; iH?1:cby agree 

pi:operty of L!1e Al'l'LlCAtn:;, fur wlll.c.h fund:; an: ri::que!;t-1U 1 lies 
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11. tn l',\\!t'.:, Liu! r i i',lil Io 

provi.di.n1~, how,,·wr, Lh:11: l'/1RK:i ~hail rnai I to Lin? Al'l'Lll.:AUl'-;, nt 

\Prt~;L 1•11l' Wl"(•\t. 1•rlor t,, :;11d1 l11spt•{:t ion d:11.f!, ',.'l"ltL,:n 11t·t1ct> 1'[ 

Ii<• <.:onduclf'd in i,111.:h :i rna11111•r /l!i n,it 1.0 1111rc•,1!;,1nal1ly dl:-;turh or 

inl•.!l'fl'l'e ...,,{th tlw Al'l'l,H,/\l!T:;• 11:,P of ,-.;aid ['l'l);11.•t·ty, 

12, 11 in LIH' opf1;io11 of l',\HF:) Lht> Al'l'LI.CAU'I!-! <-!re not. 

i-:nlisfaclorlly 111;1i11t;1J11ill/', tht· pn,pt•r 1 'i :;,J as Lu pn•sel".H' its 

hi1;toricnl i.nl•·r.rit•:, l'AIO<'.; r.h,1l \ 1·.iv,· nolicL' in wrili.111; 0( :111y 

t .. till' 

,r,aint,·11:111,,• .ii I!:, 

H 

' I I. [;1 lh<• f•',!t :It Iii,• /1! l'LIC,\/;r:-; Go 'llJt 1.:fi',·i.:tu:1tl' the 

·! 
tl m:ii111,•1~c1nc1.• \-:ilhi11 .,, h ',.J, 

liinit,·tl to, till' :;,,•!•!n;·. ·f ;• : .. ind:1ti>1y i11;,11•ct.i,•11 f'<1mpL'lli11;~ tl\l.' 

A!'l'LIC/lllTSt(s t•ff, .. t11;!lt• •.;tl!h 111;1intc-11;1111T ;1•: is 1·,-,1'1i.n•d tn 

;in, 1 ;1•-~igni: n! 

spt•1.:i fil•d ,.11,;J l 

Tl:i ;,;·n·,·11w,1r •,:,;i] I j.,, 1•11:, i11g tlll Lill' s:1ce•·S:,,,1·s 

1w1· .. 1 ,, ;11o1 1 ; 1,,, , ,•ndi lion:~ ht•?'1•in;liHiVt.' 

c:•11•;l itlltt• eov, 11;1:,L ·; nm11 i 111: with Lili: I ,nH.i. 

:! 1~1. I! i•, hl':·1•h•: ;1i·,r.-,·d I,\· 1!1,, ••;ini,.•s lt• l!1:i, 

:1. a;~n:MILL'lll tli;it 1l~i:, ;•1:i-t•1.·1:1l'nl :;11,11 Ii,· l•in,!i111•. ,,·i\-.· l{J !..h1.1 l'Klt·nt 

!! t.ll.?L rnonit•~ th•!l"•.•1,1t· .ti'"· .-1, 1,_, :1-.·.,i .d,l, \.·: t !11· F,·d,•r:11 1:uv1·rnm,·nt" 

'I 
in .1ecord,11~1.·t> •.d•!• tl:t· t::1tin:,•I Iii t,•:·!• 1':-,•:;1•1·:;1\it•n (\;:I t·l lqf,() 

I 
'l iltHI <Hllt'll,lna·nt~; tl:1·r1·ll', 
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1£) It is further n<Jrccd U1at 'J'i1P- llc•w Yor.J,: PuhJic r~ib1·,11·'J, 

Astor, Lenox ::mt! Tilden J-'ouncl11ti.on:1 si,_rn:: t!iiri ,1<1rc,.1'lr.nt 

in its cilpacity ,:rn lcse<i o{ the property and ;1,Jrr:c:s to 

assume ali thoi.c ohliqationi, con~;i!;trmt witi1 its oblitjalions 

under its u::;,.~I-: Mm /\Gm·:1::-Iun~; rrw 1·1a; USE A!m occI;P!\'r1otI OF 

Tl/I; LIBR/1.RY nuII.ill:H~ 'J'() HE i..:011:;TJ:1.:C'i'EII ltJ J\H'{/\lfi' P/dU:, which 

is attudwd hCT(;LO i1!1d r;-,adc ;) pui-t hcr-c'Of. 

Ill WIT~n:::;:; ;,JII::ltE~H-". the par!.ics iH:H.'lO h,,VP thi:; '2.tJt) 

Uay of .Jv,,.nr I l')~ 

" and haV(: Si<Jncci ur C.lUSCd l!",L•:.:f..! I•H!fiier.t ;-: t,, be '.li 1Jn•id lJy l;1u;r 

duly authori:v~d 

~·~; 
•' ;·-~--' 

,, ... 

" 

'l'I'i'LE 

'l'I'I"LI:.: 

HOii,iY ::1;~;sc1!EL 
'I'll!·: CI'l'Y OF :a:1·: YOl~i{ 
m:HJ'i'Y .'!hYOI! for 
11/'!')Yl,OVl·:HN:-lEil't,\L lmLA':'I0:15 
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:;'fATl~ OF NEW \'ORK 

S!-i •: 

11 COUNTY Of ,\J,llhJ:\' 

I ,, On t Ids dny of 

i: p<•rsonnl ly cw.H· 

!l,l' l (I lie· I h1_• 

i 'JI J, lH• fore 1111~ 

t,1 1,,1• lc11n,..:n :ind k11n,...·11 lo 

of the Of! i1.:t• ,)f i':1t·k!; nnd P.c•crt·.iLiP:1, thf.• 1•1•1·:;1,11 df...•~1.1·llw1\ 

o:; such in 11nd \,'hu t'Xt..'Clll1•d tile [1nq;oin1; instnm1l:nt 1 and he 

duly ucknuwtc•rl .. ,·d to me• tiwt he 1·XC!<.'Ht1•d tlw !;,1me ns !;t1Ch 

Conni-· of tile Offi.cc of 

J':irks and Recr,•;1t ion i'ol" t.ht• i,uq1osc th<.!t"t>i.n mcmtiu11cd. 

,., . 
,,,; .. 

l 1i 7J, he forl' rn,• 

knc•\s11, ,.._,Jn l,l' i.11g hy me 
'P~•1fl"Y J.tl\-V(I,' F'O... ; 

i:.: Lill .l",o,-t:fl.G.OVE1l,_,,U..E,S,,'f1\C,...Jt:,At~jr 

of tin· r...ioe11ct_;:r,i1.v/~·' "/ill 1p ,,r ~tu ":16t.~ tht· nl:ficcr 

t!t•'-c.l"ibt..·d i•\ .Pid 1.·!,, 1 f':-:i;cl\lt·d lht· J".•J"• H')i.ng in~ll'W~ll'Ht; thntsiic 
)•-V,v-

ti:1s 1>,~,:11 .Ju!;.• .-1,,i~,:·i:,l: Ii/ Lht· H ·,int\ fc J:1npf ti;,· C,l''f 

,. ~ 

·,/· 
·' 

N~•o•, " t-' · ,, 
n,.,,,•,·! ,,, 

. •; .. ,,, focl 

'. ~I 

•;.,·;,.,- ·.- 1r 'J" · , .. ,.,.,. 
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I' STATE OF ?ii),./ YORK ) 
n ) $$.: I: COlllffY OF J&,'/.~ ) 

' , 1977, IH:fot·e me I 
pt.•rso1i.1 l ly L·nmP <o-CP.ft-LD ~--(HI) , to me l<tw\-m, who being by I 

i ' 
me duly swi,~;i, <lid <luposf' :md f,ny Llwt he ls the B0.S1JJCS}f1~t.J~G-t1J.l 

I of the Hoard nf tht~ tJc....-:,"{urk PJ,t,, ~I ~"'d , Llw 

i corporalion dcr.('rfbed 111 rind which executed the forct;oing 

I. 
1· instrumeul; th;it he hns heL'rt duly a11Ll1orlzPd by the llourd ofTt-"\1r-r 

1· '9!.tecb>ts o( .snJd curporntion lo t•x1•1..UtP lhl: fon•golng lnstnuncnt 

,' 
on ht.dutlf of ,4;\ld curporntion nnd LlwL Ill! !;i.J~tH:d his 1rn111c thereto 

!1 hy order or ··:lid cnrpDr;it inn for l:11,· puqi1.1s<.::; mul WH!S tlwrein 

; 
ii 

desc.:ril>ed, 

liflf\MA. A._ StHIJ~ltll 
/; :,,, ,',,!' ,_:,,1•· .. : t(,•-.t '°" 

~,., 71 4f:,')\4iii 

r. ::"'{''.'.''_ ·~, f:., ·;. ~~r~.,t, 
~er, ,_,,c ,, ... , t :.i.1cb ~O ~M-11(', 

STATE OF NU,' \'UJ<K 

COUNTY Of 

p1...•rson.11 ly c;J: 1· 

S:, 

, 1977, l>e(ore me 

, ltl mt'.! k11t1wn nnd known to 

fon•golnr, i1istnn:1l·nt ,"Ind ht· duly ;1c~:11,1wl<'d1~t!t! ll;at he (!>te<.:Ulcti 

t ht· Snllll'. 
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c:..i;:;!:r::. 

TH:'. c: I ---· .,. -J.,,,.,,s;, .. ,l.E 

i:'. .rn 405 
c1..,-:~•:::.::;::: ::·•. Ft?>t.!c sr.:;E?rr cc-::::-: . .1.:;-:·:; 

nr.:-:::-n-:-:c:; or n~;nr::c sr;:-u,-.:-1c;:: - cc,:~J,.\'T RE~:.':? E:, -I I 1..,!;:,ici::t or I 1 1 , ! !!ittC:"~: ~.J;J.li:1."S -,::-;;;~ct or eit'! arc (lppr'!-IN d si.~,. J'~~J.S t ti c~11!:,'..-, (';""·- t~-'! :-'.::bHc. rt;-h':..-of-... ,w. 0 co•.·enB.!'l.t r~quire-. 

r.i~~orie 'v-'niitL~s·o( obj'!::~ er site e:-e not 
-~;i;.i:-('::!r.~:.c !"re-:-: th~ ?u;)E:: r!.sht-c-f-'-·.:.;·. 

Co~n.i:-it to insi.:rc t.'l.ac p:-s?r:~rty ,,,.~!i b'! ore::. j 
to :;;u~l!.c no li:-s,-: th,,:i 11 ~,:,ys e year o~ e.., c- 1 
c:11t_1t,!v s:,,,~(',! 'h.,si,:; f. c-·~•~:- ti:::-:-~ ~ .. -_ l'!~:-Ot-.-:.' 

/-~: ,~~.-~ f :,}t;}:~;li~;;;:{ ;?~:~: _:i"~~ _;;_ :::"-i'i:i~tii~:~~:~~;i:;i'i~~lJ~~~J1:~~~~1 
1-_-,-~-:_;_;_~-~-;,-~-/,-'-!-,,,,-~-.,-'.-.'-,-J-,-. ~:;::;~ :::: ~::~:;:: : ;~:; 1::t:1•:;m:" :;_;;;.;_;;::;c;:;;;~:;:_~;1':.. ~-f :~~::~:/-~! i 1!~~ o~~~n 

-{~---:_·. _________ _ _______ t;!-~~~~~~-!e:; __ ~~:? ~~5~;~~'.lly !.pc~e b.i::i:. i 

,. L 
:,·,:.: ;~.::.·.c:::1.,~ '.;~i::':!!t..: hi.i.:!,:ir:.:. c;Jal!- !Co-..er:~:-:.:. t.o :.ns:..:r,· th.:i:. p::-c-;-e:-:.y vil: k o;-..·n 
tt, • • Ito p•..1b!:.c. fr,.: int.t>rio-;: •:i:.1:atio;": n.::i less t..'ie.~ 

12 (!.1~~s. a yt:a:- o:-:. a.., t'-;-1itably i:;•<1.C"c:f ~.1:.is S. 
•- -----•- .- -~t),,:-~ ___ ti-,.,--. l_,~, ,i:,:---,!nt:"""''~• 

I 
:.,,:.,::l);.r•: > :~ li.~~:.,·..: t.o ex:,c:!.o: c:: t::i 1:-.tc::-io::i 

I
r.~:·. ::..::-.1: c:- u':.~:~:y 1-:-,;..:o-.·•·:-.:r::~:.a, l\~:i e:xtcr-

1

::.::i cOV(':,,1:1t. rc(\..:irei!. 
t-::r ,;·..:~~.::!••,-; £&:c- n;.;.·s::~::.~o.'::il,:- !r•_,-, ::~a r'.J:Ollc. 

1 

I i )l:~~t;j{j\:;Ii:~~'. '!;~~:~'.:~?:~:,~~' '.~::~'.~" ·I~:~~~~:f ~:i;:g~~:i;:~l~[~~;~;:;t l ~::::;lo 
!;) I :r.~.,:-iu:-- :--:-:.•.·-=--~~:_:~:~ i,• acco··.;-:!s!':'-'r.• C:::vc;'l.<'.:',t t:::: 1n:.t.:::-r: that p:-.:-;:c::ty v!.il be Of'!:'. ~-• I to publ!c for intcrio:- v!.::!t11t!o:-, no less ':.~-~ , .. 
;,:j 12 days eye~:- o:, .,.:\ c~.Ji.~.:!:ily ! ;:,-:tc:ed b~:.'i.s !. 
'-,; L__ ,:,,:"1 .. ::- tl:r:ie:; bv e~r,,,,1:-,::::--r-:-i::. ~------
~ 

·1 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 



WELCOME TO 

THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The New York Public Library's land mark Stephen A. 

Schwarzman Building is a quintessential New York City 

icon. Located in the heart of Manhattan, this magnificent 

Beaux-Arts building caters to intimate gatherings and 

lavish extravaganzas, lending a sense of grandeur and 

distinction to any occasion. 

Hosting your event at the Library provides unique access 

to our most exquisite spaces. while helping sustain one 

of the world's premier nonprofit institutions. All event 

fees support the Library's indispensable collections. 

services, and programs. 



A QUINTESSENTIAL 
NEW YORK CITY ICON 

ABOUT THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The New York Public Library has been an essential 

provider of free books, information, ideas, and education 

for all New Yorkers for more than 100 years. Founded in 

1895, NYPL is the nation's largest public library system, 

featuring a unique combination of 88 neighborhood 

branches and four scholarly research centers, bringing 

together an extraordinary richness of resources and 

opportunities available to all. NYPL is a haven for New 

Yorkers of all ages and from all walks of life - providing 

much-needed free programs and resources that improve 

lives and strengthen communities. 

Built upon what was once a Revolutionary War battlefield, 

and later the home of the Croton Reservoir, the landmark 

Stephen A. Schwarzman Building is the cornerstone of 

The New York Public Library. Patience and Fortitude, the 

world-renowned pair of marble lions that stand proudly 

before this majestic building at Fifth Avenue and 42nd 

Street, have captured the imagination and affection of 

New Yorkers and visitors from all over the world since 

the Library opened on May 23, 1911. 
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CELESTE 
AUDITORIUM 

ROO M CAPACITIES 
Y Cocktail Reception 

~ Seated Dinne r 

ASTOR HALL 

Y 750 guests ~ 250 guests /> Public space 

CELESTE BARTOS FORUM 

Y 500 guests ~ 425 guests /> Private space 

EDNA BARNES SALOMON ROOM 

Y 325 guests 1/;;1 300 guests /> Private space 

MCGRAW ROTUNDA 

'? 300 guests ~ 150 guests /> Public space 

WACHENHE IM TRUSTEES ROOM 

Y 125 guests ~ 110 guests /> Private space 

CELESTE AUDITORIUM 

Auditorium 177 guests /> Private space 

Guest counts may vary depending on room setup. Public spaces arc ovaffoblc after clos ing. 
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FILM SHOOTS 
& PREMIERES 
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THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BEVERAGE PROGRAM 

Bar packages for all events taking place at the 

Library are coordinated through our Beverage 

Director. Our top-shelf offerings are customized 

to complement each evenrs style of service and 

menu selections. 

Proceeds from our beverage program support the 

Library·s vital resources and programs, serving 

more than 17 million patrons a year. / ~ 

~ 
~ / 

NYPL.ORG/ SPACERENTAL • 2,2.930.0730 



New York 
Public 
Library 
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XXIX. 

AGREEMENT OF CONSOLIDATION.* 

AN AGREEMENT TO CONSOLIDATE THE TkUS'fEES OF THE ASTOR 

LnrnARY, TRE TRUSTEES OF. THE LENOX LIBRARY, AND THF, 

TILDEN TRUST
1 

qno THE NEw YORK PuBLIC LIBRARY, AsTOR, 
LENOX AND T1Llill:~ FOUNDA'l'lONS. 

DATED, 23 MAY, 1895, 
FILED A.ND RECORDED IN TH:E OFFICES OF THE 

CL~R,K O.F THE CITY AND COUNTY OF New 
YO~K AND OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 

;2:4 MAv, 1895, 

li!IJig Q\.greetttettt made this twenty-third day of May, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ninety.five 1 by and belween 
the respective Boards of Trustees of the corporations known ~s 
"TBE TRUSTEES O.F THE ASTOR LIBRARY/' "THE TRUSTEES OF 

THE LENOX LIBRARY," ANP ''THE TILDEN TRUST." 

* At the time this agreement was enter~d into the Boards of Trustees of thi! 
three constituent bodies were composed of the following members: 

The Trustees of the Astor Library were: The Mayor of the City of New York 
(tx-o.fficib), Thomas M. Markee, M. D. {President), .Edw~rd King (Treasurer), 
Henry Drisler, LL.D. (Secretary), John Cadwalader, Rt. Rev. Henry C. Potter, 
D.D., Stephen Van Rens,;elaer CTIIgcr, Robbins Little, Stephen H. Olin, Charle~ 
H. Russell, and Philip Schuyler. 

The Trustees of the Lenox Library were: John S. Kennedy (President), Alex, 
antler "Maitland {Treasurer and Secretary), Daniel Huntington, Frederick Sturges, 
H. Van Rensselaer Ken!ledy, Stephen Baker, William S. Tod, Charles Scribner, 
John Sloane, William F. Havemeyer, George L. Rives, William Allen Butler, 
J. Henry Harper, Samuel P. Avery, and Nicholas Murray Butler. 

The Trustees of The Tilden Trust were: John Bigelow, Andrew H. Green, 
George W. Smith, Alexander E. Orr, and Lewis Cass Ledyard. 

118 



AGREEMENT OF CONSOLIDATION. 119 

bJl1.er;t:as, The Trustees of the Astor Library are a corporation 
heretofore organized under an Act of the Legislature of the State 
of New York, entitled "An Act to incorporate The Trustees of 
the Astor Library/' approved January x8th

1 
r849 1 and the 

several amendments thereto, for the purpose (among others) of 
erecting1 maintaining and carrying on a public library in the 
City of New York; 2.~d 

hlfJ.ereas1 The Trustees of the Le1;1ox Library are a corpora
tion heretofore organized under an Act of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, entitled II An Act to incorporate the Trustees 
of the Lenox Library1 " approved January 20th, r8701 and the 
several a~endments thereto, for the purpose (among others) of 
erecting, maintaining and carrying on a public library in the City 
of New York; and 

bJl}.e-r.ca.s, The Tilden Trust is a corporation heretofore organ./.~' 
ized under an Act of the Legislature of the State of New York 1 

entitled '' An Act to incorporate The rl~ilden Trust for the 
establishment and maintenance of a free- Librar and Reading 

1ty of New York," approvc4 lvlarch ~6th, 1887 j 

lu~cr.eas
1 

the said three corporati.ons1 being all organized as 
library companies or for the purpose of carrying on libraries in 
the City and County of New York, are desirous of consolidating 
\vith each other into a single corporation; pursuant to the pro• 
visions of Chapter 541 of the Laws of .18921 being an Act of the 
Legislature of the State of New York entitled '' An Act to per• 
mit the consolidation of library Companies in the City of N eW 
York/' approved May 13th, r892 1 and the amendments thereto1 

and particularly 8.s the same is amended by Chapter 209 of ·the 
Lav)s of 1895, being an Act of the Legislature of the State of 
New York entitled "An Act to amend Chapter 541 of the Laws 
of 1892 entitled 'An Act to permit the consolidation of library 
companies in the City of New Yorkj'" and 

bJij.erens
1 

neither of said three coiporations is a stock com• 
pany, and neither of the same has me~bers or stockholders 
other than ·its Directors or '.frustees; 

;'T 
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Now l[IJ<rtfore, !~is 2\_gre~tn,nl .of Q!ons.olihati.on lnitnesGtllJ 
that the 1·espective Boards of Trustees of the said '' The 
Trustees of the Astor Library," "The Trustees of the Lenox 
Library," and "The Tilden Trust," have agreed, and do hereR· 
by agree, with each other and with each of the others as 
follows: 

.:!first. The said several corporations shall De consolidated and 
hereby are consolidated into a single co:-;:>oration. 

£,.erottlr. The terms and conditions of said consolidation are 
as follows; The said new corporation shall establish and main
tain a free pub.Jic library and reading-room in the City of New 
York, with such branches as may be deemed advisable, and 
shall continue and promote the several objects and purposes set 
forth in the respective acts of incorporation of "The Trustees 
of the Astor Library/ "The Trustees of the Lenox Library," 
and 11 The Tilden Trust." 

fll'.ijir:O. The rnode of carrying this agreement into effect is 
as follows:. Immediately upon the execution of this agreement, 
duplicates or counterparts thereof shall be filed :i:n the office of 
the Clerk of the City and County of New York and in the 
office of the Secretary of State. Thereafter, the fir_st meeting of 
the Trustees of tl1e new corporation shal_l be called by John L, 
Cadwalader, George L. Rives- and Lewis Cass Ledyard, or any 
two of them, by giving a notice in person or by mail addressed 
to each Trustee at his place of resi~encc, of the time and place 
of such meeting. The said Trustees1 or a majority of them, 
being assembled, shall organize by the election of a President, 
one or more Vice~Prcsidcnts, a Treasurer and a Secretary, and 
of such other officers, if any, as shall be deemed necessary or 
proper; and the said Trustees, on behalf of the new corporation, 
shall thereupon receive, take over, and enter into possession, 
custody and management of the existing libraries of the said 
three several corporations and of all property, real or personal, 
owned by them or either of them of any description whatever. 
The several treasurers, superintendents, librarians or other per~ 
sons having charge of an) of the funds, books, works of art or 
other property, real er persona~, of either of the said three cor~ 
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porations1 .parties hereto, shall on demand deliver all property 
in their respective custody to the persons appointed by the 
Trustees of the nevr corporation to receive the same. 

The Board of' Trustees of the said three existing corporatiOns 
shall take such action as may be necessary· for the purpose of 
transferring to the new corporation the title to all real estate, 
secliriti~s, and aU other property of whatever kind,, standing in 
their several nam:::s, or owned by thet41 respectively, and for 
that purpose, arid for the purpose of ·adjusting and closing the 
affairs of said ·corporations ·respectively and the ·accounts of the 
respective officers thereof, the Boards of ·Tn1stees of the said 
three corporations

1 
parties hereto, may meet1 notwithstanding 

the merger of said corporations in the new corp6ration hereby 
created

1 
and carry out the purposes of this agreement. 

.The Trusteq of the said new corporation shall, as soon as 
may be, qdopt· .suitable by-laws1 which, am9ng other things, 
shaJ.l prov.ide for the manner of election of new Trustees aftH 
the ,expiration of the first year, their respective terms of offi~1 
and the manner of tilling vacaI1Cies in the Board; shall fi:x. and 
define the duties of the Trustees1 the appointment of Committees 
and the powers and duties thereof; the number, grade, duties, 
terros of office and compensation of the several persons employed 
by the new corporation; and shall f)t0-vide proper regulations 
for the inyestment1 safe keeping, management and expenditure 
of the funds of the corporation; and the said by-laws shall-, 
moreover, provide for the general custody,. care, conduct and 
m~nagement of the affairs and. property of said new corpora
tion, and a method bJ which the said by-laws may be altered, 
amended or repealed. ··The· said new·corporation shall by its 
by~laws or otherwise.make appropriate provisions with reference 
to the limitations1.~onditions or restT~ttions under which any of 
the funds or property of the said several corporations are now 
held or are to be used or e~joyed by .the said several corpora
tions, or any of them, in order that the sarrie may be fully kept 
and observed . 

..:IF.on.rtlJ._ The name of the new corporation is "The N ewYork 
Public Library1 Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations. 11 

i 
I 
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JfiftfJ. The number of Trustee$ of the new corporation shall 
be twenty-one . 

.GixtlJ. The names of the Trustees wh0 shall_manage the con
cerns of the new corporation for the first year, and until others 
shall be elected in their places, are: 

Thomas M. Markoe1 Henry Drisler, John L. Cadwalader, 
Henry C. Potter, S. Van Rensselaer Cruger, Stephen H. Olin, 
Edward King, Daniel Huntington, Frederick Sturges, Alexan
der Maitland, John S. Kennedy, H. Van Rensselaer Kennedy, 
··wmiaro Allen Butler, George L. Rives) John Bigelow, Andrew 
H. Gre"en, George W. Smith, Alexander E. Orr, Lewis Cass 
Ledyard, Samuel P. Avery and Philip Schuyler. 

JJn bJitness U1[1er.ebf1 The several Boards of Trustees of the 
three corporations1 parties hereto, have caused the corporate 
seals of the three several corporations to be affixed to these pres
ents, in triplicate, and these presents to be attested by their 
respective Presidents and Secretaries, thereunto duly authorized, 
on the day and year first above written. 

(.CORPORATE SEAL,) 

Attest: 

THE TRUSTEES OF THE ASTOR LIBRARYi 

By T. J\f. MARKOE1 President. 

HENRY DRTSLER1 Secretary. 

(CORPORATE SEAL,) 

Attest: 

THE TRUSTEES OF THE LENOX LIBRARY1 

By JOHN S. KENNEDY, President. 

ALEXANDER MAITLAND, Secreta,y, 

(CORPORATE SEAL.) 

Attest: 
L. V. 

THE- TILDEN TRUST) 

A. E. ORR, Vfce~Prest. 

RANDOLPH1 Secrefa,y, 
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XXXVII. 

LEASE AND AGREEMENT FOR THE USE AND OCCU
PATION OF THE LIBRARY BUILDING TO BE 

CONSTRUCTED IN BRYANT PARK. 

DATED 8 DECEMBER, 1697, 

([~is Ql9rumt1tl, made and concluded this eighth day of De- · 
cember, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety
seven, by and .between the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the City of New York by the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment of said city

1 
party of the first part, and The New 

York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Ttlden Foundations, 

pa:Cty of the_ second party, mittt.e5s.eil}: 

bJijer.cas, the land now occupied by the reservoir upon Fifth 
avenue, between 40th and 42d streets, in the City of New York, 
has been made a portion of a public park, and b;r an act of the 
Legislature of the State of New York, passed :May I9, 1897, 
entitled "An' Act to provide for the construction of a public 
building in Bryant Park, in the City of New York, to be occu
pied by the New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden 
Foundations," the Department of Public Parks was authorized 
to recove the said reservoir occupying a portion of said Bryant 
PaI'k, and to erect

1
• construCt, maintain, equip and furnish in the 

~aid Bryant Park, or some portion thereof, a suitable and appro
priate fire-proof build-ing in accordance with plans to be made and 

147 
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prepar~d by the party of the second part, and to be approved by 
the party of the first part, such building to be used and occupied 
as a public library and reading•room by the said party of the 
second part for the purpose of carrying out the objects and 
purposes of the said corporation and of its cons~lidatio.n i 

~nh- m~.e-t.eaa, the said party of the first ·part, in and by the 
said act, was authorized at any time after the passage of said 
act to enter into J. contract with the said party of the second 
part for the use and occupation by the said party of the second 
part and its su_ccessors of the building so 1:o be crecte(i1 con
structed, equipped ,:_and furnished, for the purpose of maintain~ 
ing therein a public library and reading-room and carrying out 
the objects and purposes of the said corporation as provided by 
its agreement of consolidation, and any amendments to be 
hereafter authorized to the same, and w~ich contract by the 
terms of said act was to _provide for such use and occupation 
so long as the said party of the second part shall maintain such 
public library and reading-room therein and shall use said build~ 
ing so to be erected for the purposes thereof; 

Q\.nU wqtreati, the said party of the second part has made 
and prepared plans for such library building so to be erected, 
which said plans provide for a building to be erected in said 
Bryant Park, facing Fifth avenue, at a distance of about 75 feet 
therefrom, and being about 350 feet in width, front and •rear, 
and about 250 feet in depth; 

Q\..uO mlJ.cr.cns1 the said Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
l}as duly approved the said plans pursuant to the terms of said 
Act, :cmd has requested the Department of Public Parks to 
remove the reservoir now occupying a portion of Bryant Park, 
and to erect, construct, maintain, equip and furnish in said Park 
a fire-p:roof buildingi in accordance with said plans; such build
ing to be used and occupied as a public library and reading room 
by the said '.fhe New York Public Llbrary1 Astor, Lenox and 
Tilde]). Foundations, an·d to be constructed either of marble or 
Indiana limestone, or: of such other sto~e as may hereafter be 
suggested by the architects and approved by the Trustees of 

', .. , .. , ' ., 
;,:_,.·.·.''..,-
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The New Y_ork Public Library
1 

Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foun· 
dations, an<l by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment; 

Q\:rtU ml).crea:s~ it is th~ intention of the party of the second 
part to arrange to dispose of certain real. estate and property 
owned by it, and in other respects to prepare for the occupation 
of the said building, and the carrying on· of the public purposes 
of said corporation therein; 

· NJJtU 1 tQet.efot.c, it is agreed by and between the parties 
hereto as follows: 

;!first.-The party of the first part has granted, demised and 
let, and doth by these presents grant, dem_ise and let, unto the 
party of the second part and its successors the said library 
building so to be erected within or upon said Bryant Park upon 
the site now occupied by said reservoir, together with the appur• 
tenances thereunto belonging, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same 
unto the party of the second part and its

1

successors so Joni as -
the said party of the second part sha11 continue to maintain such 
public library and reading-room therein, and so long as the said 
party of the second part shall use and occupy such building for 
the purpose of maintaining therein a public library and r5_~Q.ing
room and carrying on the objects and purposes of the said _cor
poration, as provided by its said agreement of consolidation and 
~he several acts incorporating, the Trustees of the Astor Library1 

the Tr_ustees of the Lenox Library andtlie T11aen Trust, respec~ 
_tively1 and any amendments to be hereafter· authorized to the 
same, and so long as the party of the second part shall faithfully 
keep, perform and observe the coveO:ants and conditions herein 
contained on its part to be kept, performed and observed .. 

£i..e.con-O.--Neither the party of the first part, its successors or 
successor, nor the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
City of New York, nor their successors, shall be chargeable or 
liable for the preservation Of said building or the property of 
the party of the second part therein1 against fire, or for any 
damage or injury to be caused by fire to the said property i bu.t 
it is agreed that, the damages aforesaid excepted, the said party 
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of the first part shall, on reasonable demand, at all times main
tain and keep the said building in repair. 

@:IJirh.-As soon after the completion and equip~ent of said 
building as practicable, the said party of the second part shall 
transfer to1 place and arrange in said building, its library and 
collections, and shall have and enjoy the exclusive use of the 
whole of said building, subject to the provisions herein contained 
and the ·rules and regulations herein prescribed, during the con
tinuance of the term hereinbefore granted . 

.ffonrt!J.-The said libr~ry shall be aq:essible at all r~ason
able hours and ti~es for general use, free of expense to persons 
resorting thereto/=-Subject only.to such control and regulation as 
the party of the second part, its succe~sor or successors, from 
time to time may exercis~ and establish for general convenience; 
provided, however, that one o.r more reading rooms in said 
library shall be open and accessible to the public upon every 
day of the week except Sundays, but. including all legal or 
public holidays, from at least nine o'clock A. M, until at least 
nine o'clock P • .M, and on Sundays from one o'clock P. M. until 
nine o'clock P. M, 1 under Such rules and regulations as the said 
Board of Trustees shall prescribe from time to time; and pro
vided that there shall at all times be established and maintained 
in the said library a free circulating branch, and that the same 
shall be opened for the use of the public during the day time 
on Sunday and during the evening of each other day of the week 
for such time as may be prescribed by the said Board of Trus· 
tees in control of said librar}', the hour for closing said branch 
of the library, however, on each evening to be not earlier than 
:i:o o'clock . 

.ffiftlj.-The said library collections and all other property of 
- the said party of the second part which shall or may be p1aced 

in said building shall continue to be ::ind remain a~solutely the 
property o_f said party of the secontj. part1 and neither the party 
of the first part, nor said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the City of New York, nor their successors, shall by reason of 
said property being placed in the said building, or continuing 
therein, have any right, title1 property or interest thereini J1or 
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shall_ the party of the second part1 by reason of its use and occu
pation of this building under said agreement, acquire, or be 
deemed to have acquired, any right, title, property or interest 
in the said building- and ,the appurtenances, or the land on which 
the same is erected, except in so far as expressly"granted by this 
agreement. 

0b:~l).-The said party of the se~ond part shall1 on or before 
the 31st day of December in each year, during the continu
ance of this agreement, submit to the :Mayor of the City of New 
York a detailed printed report of the operations and transactions 
of said party of the second part, and of all its receipts and pay
ments for the yeat ending with the 30th day of June next pre
ceding. 

£fotlt1ttlJ.-The authorities of the City of New York shall have 
at all times access to every part of said building for general 
police visitation and supervision; arrd also for the purpose of 
the performance of the duties devolved upon them by the laws 
of the State ot New York or of the City of New York now enacted 
or hereafter to be enacted; and the police powers of the said 
party of the first part shall extend in, through and by the said 
building, The .party of the second part, however} shall appo_int, 
direct, control and remove all persons employed within said 
building, in and about the care of the building1 and the library 
and collections therein contained, excepting the regular police
man on duty within the bllilding· or grounds, if any, and the 
employ6s of the Park Department engaged in gardening or con
struction. 

Ql'igqt~.-The city shall annually provide funds for the main
tenance and repair of the building, and the city authorities, or 
Department of Public Parks acting under its direction, shall, at 
all times, provide and care for the roads, walks, fe_nces1 grading 
and general care of the grounds and appurtenances attached 
thereto. The city1 in addition, shall, at all thnes 1 furnjsh a sup~ 
ply of water and adequate police patrol and protection, With 
the limitations already defined, the party of the second par_t 
shall exercise entire direction and management over all the 
affairs of the library building and the books, collections and 
appurtenances. 

... ~ 
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Nint!J.-It is further expressly understood and agreed by and 
between the parties her~to that this pgreement may be wholly 
cancelled and annulled, or from time to time altered or modified, 
as may be agreed upo·n in writing between the said parties or 
their successors, anything herein to the. contrary in anywise 
notwithstanding. 

lfn lUitness bJtertof, the party of the first part has caused 
this Agreement to be executed by the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment1 pursuant to' a resolution of the said Board 
adopted at a meeting held on the first day of December, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ·ninety-seven; and the said 
party of the secori\i part has caused the same to be e~ecuted by 
its President and its official seal affixe~ thereto, purstiant to reso~ 
lµtion .of the Trustees of the New York Public Library1 Astor, 
Lenox and Tilden Foundations, and a~opted.at a meeting held 
on the eighth day of Pecember1 in the year one thousand eight 
Jmndred and ninety~sevcn, 

Attest: 

w. L. STRONG, 

Mayor. 

AsHBEL P, FITC,H, 

Comptroller. 

JOHN ]EROLOMAN, 

Pnsident of the Board of Alderman, 

E. P. BARKER, 

President o_f the Department of Tax·es 
and Asstssments. 

FRANCIS M, SCOTT, 

_Cot1,-nsel to the Corporation. 

JOHN BIGELOW, 

Presi"dent New York Publfr Library, 
.Astor, 'Len/Jx and Tilden Founda
tirm.s. 

G. L. RIVES, 

Secretary. 

( CORPORATE SEAL.) 
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XXXII. 

PROVISION OF THE GREATER NEW YORK CHARTER, 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE COMMIS
SIONER OF PARKS TO MAKE A CONTRACT 
WITH THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY, ASTOR, 
LENOX· AND TILDEN FOUNDATIONS, FOR THE 
USE AND OCCUPA,!ION OF THE LAND OCCUPIED 
BY THE RESERVO!R AT FIFTH 'AVENUE AND 
FORTIETH AND FORTY-SECOND STREETS, FOR 
THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF 
A FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND READING ROOM.• 

CHAPTER .XII. 
.DeparJmeni of Parils. 

TITLE I . 
. The Parks. 

§ 623. Whenever, pursuant to lawful authority, the land at 
pre~ent occupied by the reservoir at Fifth avenue and Fortieth 

* Chapter 516 of the Laws of 1893 a.mended Secti~n 696 of the Consolidation 
Act (Laws of 1882, Chapter 410), which rcla.ted to the occupation by the American 
Museum of Natural History of buildings in 1\-fanhattan Square, by the addition of 
the foUowiri-~ rn:ivision: 

"The department of public parks is hereby authorized, in their discretion, to 
make and enter into a contract with the Tilden trust, a corporation duly organ
ized under the laws of this sfat_e, for the use and occupation by such corporation 
of any building that may be hereafter ·erected in pursuance of law- upon lands 
belonging to the may-or, a.Idermen and common;;,Jty of the city of New York, 
between Fortieth and Forty-second streets and Fifth and Sixth avenues in said 
city and establishing and maintaining therein. a free Ubrary and reading room and 
carrying: out the objects and purposes of said corporation," ' 

This provision was amend.ed (Laws of r896, Chapter 7r4) by the substitution 
therefor of <\ provision substantially Jdentical with the above.quoted Section 623 
of the Greater New.York Charter (Laws of 1897, Chapter 378, as amended Laws 
of 19011 Chapter 466). 

186 
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SECTION 623 OF GREATER NEW YORK CHARTER. 137 

and Forty-second streets shall be made a public park, and tl~e 
removal of said reservoir shall hav~ been duly authorized and 
directed, the commissioner for the boroughs o{ Manhattan and 
Richmond is hereby authorized and direc!~<l to make and enter 
into a contract with the New York public library, Astor, Lenox 
and Tilden foundations, a corporation duly organized under the 
laws of this state, for the use and occupation 0£ said land, or of 
any part thereof, by the said corporation and. its successors, ~ 
establishing and maintaining thereon a free public library and 
~eading -r~~~'- and for carry:i~S: ou.:_~e ~~cts and purposes of 
said corporation in accordance with the provisions of the agree
ment of .consolidation between.the trustees of the Astor library, 
·of the Lenox library and of the Tilden trust, and the several 
acts incorporating the said several corporatfons; and said con~ 
traci may provide that such use and occupation shall continue 
so long as the said the New York public library, Astor, Lenox 
and Tilden foundations, or its successors, shall maintain such 

f; free public library and reading room upon said• land. 
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March 28, 2013 

Hon. Robert Tierney, Chair 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
One Centre Street, 9 th Floor 
New York City, New York 10007 

Dear Commissioner Tierney: 

The Historic Districts Council submits for your consideration Requests for 
Evaluation for twelve magnificent, public spaces in one of the city's most 
beloved individual landmarks, the main branch building of the New York 
Public Library. The rooms - the South-North Gallery, the D. Samuel and 
Jeane H. Gottesman Exhibition Hall, the Sue and Edward Wachenheim III 
Gallery, the DeWitt Wallace Periodicals Room, the Lionel Pincus and 
Princess Firyal Map Division, the Celeste Bartos Forum, the 42nd Street 
Staircases, the Edna B. Salomon Room, the Bill Blass Public Catalog Room, 
the Deborah, Jonathan F.P., Samuel Priest, and Adam Raphael Rose Main 
Reading Room, the Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Art & Architecture Room, and 
the Brooke Russell Astor Reading Room for Rare Books and Manuscripts
are all important pieces that add up to the memorable experience of visiting 
the library. 

As the 1974 LPC designation report for interior spaces of the library stated, 
"The interior of this great building is as magnificent as its exterior". Only 
the main lobby, north and south staircases, and the McGraw Rotunda were 
landmarked at that time. We feel that other public spaces of the building 
are equally magnificent and are due equal protection. The progression to 
the Rose Main Reading Room - from the street, up the monumental steps of 
the exterior landmark, through Astor Hall, up the sweeping stairs, and 
through the McGraw Rotunda - has been aptly described by architectural 
historian Kate Lemos as like "an unfolding book, with anticipation mounting 
at every turn." It seems strange that the climax of the book, of the 
experience of the library - the Bill Blass Public Catalog Room and the Rose 
Main Reading Room - are not part of the landmarl<ed story. 



These spectacular, soaring rooms, which many people have automatically 
assumed were already designated, along with the special collections and 
reading rooms, having the more intimate scale of private libraries or 
clubrooms, provide dignified spaces for learning and work for all. They 
certainly fit the bill for possessing a special sense of place and include the 
"monumental scale and outstanding quality, ... some of the finest stoneworl< 
and vaulting in the City, ... ornamental plaster ceilings ... of great elegance, 
... [and] murals and decorative objects [that] are among the best of their 
kind" lauded in the 1974 report. 

The following RFEs are but brief overviews of the library's highly ornate 
interiors. Much more in depth descriptions can be found in Mark Allan 
Hewitt, Kate Lemos, William Morrison and Charles D. Warren's Carrere & 
Hastings: Architects (Acanthus Press, 2006) and Henry Hope Reed and 
Francis Morrone's The New York Public Library: The Architecture and 
Decoration of the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building (W.W. Norton & 
Company, 2011). 

As always, we thank you for your attention and work to preserve and 
protect our city's architectural and cultural heritage. 

Sincerely, 

Simeon Bankoff 
Executive Director 
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INTRODUCTORY STATE!v1ENT. 

As introductory to the first number of the Library Bulletin, the 
following historical outline of the foundation of THE N Ew YoRK 

Pu1.n,1c LillRARV, Ai,roR, LE:sox AND TILDEN FouNDATIONS, and of the 
origin of its three constituent corporations,-together with a brief 
account of the present condition and future prospects of the Library.
has been prepared under the authority of the Boa.rd .of Trustees. It 
is hoped that this statement may serve to make dear to the citizens 
of New York, and to all lovers of literature, the great possibilities of 
usefulness which are open to the Library, and.that.itma.y also explain the 
limitations which have been imposed upon the action of the Trustees. 

THE ASTOR LIBRARY. 

The Trustees of the Astor Library were incorporated by an Act 
of the Legislature of the St,lte of New York, passed January 18, 1849. 
The original endowrn,::nt came from a legacy under the will of JOHN 

]Aeon AsToR, who died in New York early in the year 1848. His 
desire, as expressed in his will, was "to render a public benefit to the 
City of New York and to contribute to the advancement of useful 
knowledge and the general good of society," and he accordingly left 
the sum of four hundred thousand dollars for the "establishment of a 
Public Library to be accessible at all re~sonable hours and times, for 
general use, free of expense to persons resorting thereto." 

Fallowing the detailed instructions of the testator, his Trustees 
applied to the Legislature of the State for such a charter as should 
"fully secure, establish and perpetuate this Institution and render its 

3 



4 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 

management easy, convenient and safe, both to themselves and the 
public" ; and having obtained it they next proceeded to acquire from 
;\fr. Astor's Executors a plot of land on Lafayette Place in the City of 
New York, to erect thereon a suitable building, and to purchase books 
sufficient to constitute a respectable nucleus for what should ultimately 
prove a great collection. 

\V !LI.IAM B, AsTOR, the son of the founder, was one of the first 
trustees of the Library, ur1der his father's will, and was himself a liberal 
benefactor. During his lifetime he gave to the corporation a plot of 
land as an addition to its site, doubled the Library building, advanced 
money for the purchase of book$, and added to the endowment. His 
donations during his life amounted to $201,000, and by his will he left 
to the Library an additional sum of $249,000, bringing his gifts up to a 
total of $450,000. 

In tbe third generation of the Astor family, J Ol-!N J Aeon AsToR, JR., 

a son of Wiliiam B. Astor, was for many years a diligent Trustee, 
serving as Treasurer of the corporation from 1868 until his death in 
1890. During his lifetime he also presented to the Library an addition 
to its site, erected a wing to the building corresponding to that which 
his lather had built, and gave largely for the purchase of books and for 
the preparation of the printed catalogue; and by his will he bequeathed 
to the corporation the sum of $450,000. 

Another son of vVilliam B. Astor, WILLIAM AsToR, who died in 
1892, bequeathed to the corporation the sum of $50,000. 

These and other benefactions of lesser amounts were so carefully 
and wisely invested by the Trustees that on December 31, 1894, the 
total endowment fund of the corporation, consisting of securities and 
cash on hand, amounted to $94r,266.99. This was, of course, in addi
tion to its site and buildings, and it:s books. 

The income of the Astor Library for the year 1S94 was $47,054.05. 
The number of bound volumes was 26o,61 r. 
The daily average of persons using the Library was 287. 
The Trustees of the Astor LibraryJt a ve[}'. early period rn its 

history, expressed their conviction "that not only the convenience of 
t_he public, ·but the preservation and safety of the library absolutely 
demanded, that the books should not be lent out or taken from tbe 
library buildingdmde.r any circumstances. In a library of reference, 
intended for students, properly economical of Jime, and often coming 
from a distance for consultation, the necessity for every book required 
being always ready for examination without delay, must be apparent" 

i 
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And in a report made to the Legisiature of the State of New York in 
1858, the Trustees reiterated their convictions, and further stated that 
they had '' deemed it proper and necessary to Pr'.';vent any further agita
tion of the subject by entering on their records a stipulation expressing 
those views in such a form as to furnish a pledge, not only to the public, 
but to every friend of learning, who mc1y hereafter feel disposed to aid 
the library by donations or endowments." 

A reference to the m,nu tes of the Trustees shows that this pledge 
was adopted at their meeting on the 29th of July, r 85 7, in the following 
terms: 

"Mr. fWilliam B.] Astor stated, that the. donations EY_~him :made, and some 
intended to be hereafter made, were on the understanding that it was the 
settled and unchangeable basis o[ administering the Librarv, that its con
tents should remain in the Library rooms, for use by readers th-ere, and 
should not be Jent out or allowed to be taken from the rooms i and he 
_requested that the views of the Board be freely and fuOy expressed. lt was 
thereupon · 

H Ri:solvtd, Tbat the settled and unchangeable plan of administering the 
Libra is the one above expressed and understood b Mr. Astor; and the 
donations in moner, land and at erwise, received from r4_ AstorJ an to be 
hereafter received from him, ~nd from other' fnen<ls ot learnmg. are received 
and will be administered according to such plan, ao.d not otherwise." 

Upon these terms, therefore, the larger part of the endowments of 
the Astor Library were expressly received, and its property was in con~ 
sequence regarded by its Trustees as being held by them solely for the 
maintenance of a library of reference for students, To that purpose 
alone could their funds be rightfully devoted. 

THE LENOX LIBRARY, 

The Tnistees of the Lenox Library were incorporated by an Act of 
the Legislature of the State of New York, passed January 20, 1870, 
which closely followed the language of the charter of the Astor Library, 
in empowering the Trustees to maintain a public library which should 
be "accessible at all reasonable hours during the day, for general use, 
free of expense to persons resorting thereto, subject only to such control 
and regulations as the said Trustees, from time to time, may exercise 
and establish for general convenience." The original endowment of 
the Library came from the gift made by JAMES LENOX of New York, in 
his lifetime, of a valuable site on Fifth Avenue,--comprising the entire 
front upon Fifth Avenue of the block between 70th and 71st Streets 
and running back r z5 feet; of the great collection of manuscripts, 
Bibles, early printed books, engravings, maps, statuary, paintings, draw
ings and other wor_~.:L.Of art which he had gathered during a long life; 

' i. 
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and of a fund of three hundred thousand dollars. Mr. Lenox subse
quently added largely to the fund he had first given, and lived to see 
the Library building completed-

His sister, Miss HENRIETTA A. LENOX, who died in 1886, bequeathed 
to the Library the sum of $100,oco, "to be applied to the purchase of 
books only," and it was out of this bequest that the library of the late 
George Bancroft was purchased at a, cost of over $80,000, :Miss Lenox 
also devised to the Trustees of the Library the remainder of the block 
of land on which the building stands; so that the Trustees came into 
possession of the entire parcel bounded by 70th and 71st Streets and 
Fifth and Madison Avenues; a part of it, however, being subject (under 
JV1iss Lenox's will) to certain conditions as to its use more fully men
tioned below. 

MARGARET \VoLFE DuvcKmcK (widow of Evert A. Duyckinck), by 
her will, proved in I 890, enriched the Lenox Library by a legacy of all 
the valuable printed books, manuscripts and engravings she possessed, 
most of which had been collected by her late husband, and she left 
to the Library i11 addition all the rest of her property of every kind, 
subject to a still existing life estate, The value of this residuary de
vise i,; known to be large, but as the property has not yet come lnto 
the possession of the Trustees no valuation has been put upon it. 

[t is possible to speak in more definite terms of the pecuniary 
bequest made by MARY STUART (widow of Robert L. Stuart), who 
<lied in 1891, and not only left to the Trustees of the Lenox Library 
all her costly books, manuscripts, works of art and an extensive collec
tion of minerals and shells, but also a share of her large residuary 
estate. The books, works of art and collections of natural history, 
under the express requirements of the will, are placed in a separate 
room of the Lencx building, and are held on condition that they "shall 
nev,er be exhibited on the Lord's day." The share of Mrs. Stuart's 
residuary estate received from her executors amounts to $303,693.06. 

The collections of the Library were also largely increased by die 
valuable bequest by J osenr \V. DREXEL of so much of his library as 
consisted of "works relating to the science of music, also all musical 
compositions and treatises, or other works on musical subjects." 

The additions made by ,hese specific legacies, or by purchases, to 
some extent changed the character of the Library, which was at first 
composed solely of the books and manuscripts of Mr. Lenox, many of 
which were quite unsuited to the general public; the collection com
prising numerous rare and costly editions of the Bible, the scarcer 
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Americana and specimens of early printing, besides many priceless manu
scripts, of which the draft of \Vashington's Farewell Address is perhaps 
the finest. 

The Tmstees, in their report made to the State Legislature, dated 
January 12, 1882, discussed at some length the peculiar characteristics 
of this Library. It was not, in their view, a great general iibrary, 
intended for the use of readers in all or most of the departments of 
human knowledge, but was rather a group of special collections of 
books to which the generous taste and liberal scholar~hip of Mr. Lenox 
had been devoted; and they considered that the permanent S".curity 
and preservation of these collections was their first duty, as it had been 
the primary purpose of the founder. They regarded the Library as 
having been established "for the public exhibition and scholarly use of 
some_of_the_most rare and precious of such monuments and memorials 
of the typographic art and the historic past" as had escape<l the wreck 
of time; and such volumes were "not to be subjected to the constant 
servlce of circulation or use in which they tna]' be worn out or de
stroyed." In other words, they treated their books as constituting a 
museum rather than a library, and to a certain extent this must alw<1ys 
!:>_e~olicy of those who are entrusted with the duty of preserving 
the collections of Mr. Lenox. 

\Vith the growth of the Library a larger proportion of books became 
available for general use, and in November, 1887, the requirement of 
tickets of admission which had theretofore prevailed was dispensed with 
and the Library was thrown open freely to all visitors, 

On December 31, 1894, the securities and cash on hand, belonging 
to the Lenox Library, amounted in all to $505,080.99; besides which 
th!) Corporation had a vested remainder in fee, subject to an outstand
ing life estate, in all the property of Margaret \Volfe Duyckinck. 

The receipts for the year 1894 ( exclusive of payment<: on account of 
legacies) were $20,497. 78_ 

The number of bound volumes was about 86,000. 
The daily average of readers was n, and in addition many thou~ 

sands came to inspect the works of art and the exhibitio11 of early 
books and manuscripts, bringing the daily average of visitors in 1894 
up to 84. 

The books of the Lenox Library were not held upon any express 
trust limiting their use; but the collection was so largely composed of 
rare and costly works that it was manlfestly unfitted for a lendlng 
library, or even for general popular use, and thus by its nature it was 
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carried .out under the law as it then stood in the State of New York, 
and a suit was begun to test the validity of the testamentary provisions 
above mentioned, This suit was memorable, not only for the unusually 
large amounts involved, but also for the great diversity of legal and 
judicial opinion which the controversy elicited. Of eleven judges in 
the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, five held that the resid,,ary 
clauses were valid and six held that they were invalid, It was not until 
October 27, 1891, that the case was finally determined by the decision 
of the Court of Appe.als, holding by a bare majority that the attempted 
disposition of the residue was void. 

This unfavorable result of the litigation would have stripped The 
Tilden Trust of all its property, but for the fact that before the deter
mination nf the Court of Appeals, an agreement of compromise was 
arrived at between Mr. Tilden's executors and The Tilden Trust on 
the one hand and Mrs, Hazard-a niece of l\fr. Tilden's-----on the 
other. Mrs. Hazard, as the only surviving child of Mr. Tilden's sister, 
was entitled to one-half of the residuary estate in case the Court of 
Appeals should declare against the validity of the residuary clauses, 
whereas if the Co11rt should uphold those dauses, she would not be en
titled to any part of it. The compromise agreement, which bears date 
May 29, r89r, provided that the executors should pay Mrs. Hazard 
the sum of $975,000, in consideration of which she released to The 
Tilden Trust all the interest she would have in the estate in the 
event of the residuary clauses being held invalid. The result of this 
arrangement was that upon the final determination by the Courts 
The Tilden Trust remained possessed of one-half of Mr. Tilden's res[d
l!ary estate, less the $975,000 paid to Mrs. Hazard, while the other 
half of the residuary estate was vested in certain other relatives of the 
testator. 

In March, 1892, an agreement was entered into for an amicable 
partition of the estate Under this agreement certain securities, esti
mated to be worth $500,000, were set apart to provide for the payment 
of possible debts and liabilities, and for carrying out certain doubtful 
provisions of the will in the event of those provisions being sustained 
by the Courts. The remainder of the money and securities was 
accouated for aad distributed. The real estate remaining in the hands 
of the executors was left undivided to await a favorable opportunity for 
disposing of it. And finally the household and personal ·effects of the 
testator were so divided that The Tilden Trust acquired Mr. T ilden's 
entire library, books, manuscripts, prints, engravings, pictures and 
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statuary, with the exception of one portrait which was set apart for 
the heirs. 

The Tilden Trust, therefore, on December 31, 1894, was in posses
sion of l\tr. Tilden's fine private lil1rary, containing about 20,000 vol
~ As an endowment fund, it he!d/irst, a large amount of personal 
property, the value of which could not be accurately stated owing to 
the fact that many of the securities of which it was composed were of 
a kind not generally dealt in upon th<e market; second, a half-interest 
in so much of the contingent fund o[ $500,000 as might turn out not to 
be needed for debts, liabilities and doubtful trusts; thi,-d, a half
bterest in the testator's real estate, including J\Ir. Tilden's residences 
in the City of New York, and at Yonkers. fr was the opinion of the 
executors that the entire endowment might fairly be estimated to be 
worth $2,000,000; the residuary estate having turned out to be more 
valuable than they had at first ventured to anticipate. 

THE CONSOLIDATION. 

As a result of an exchange of views during the year ,894, between 
certain members of the respective Boards o[ Trustees, negotiations 
were begun early in 1895 between the three corporations whose history 
has been briefly sketched above, looking to a consolidation in such form 
_that the benefits of the three institutions might be more widely dissem
inated among the people. The Astor and Lenox Libraries, occupying 
somewhat the same field, were-to a certain extent-duplicating each 
other's work; and their endowments, great as they were, produced rev
enues which were plainly insufficient to enable them to maintain refer
ence libraries on a proper scale. It was, for example, impossible for 
either Library to incur the increased expenses incident to the lighting 
of their buildings :,.;id of keeping them open to the public except during 
the !,0urs of daylight; and it was equally impossible to fill up the 
numerous important gaps existing in their collections, or evet1 to keep 
fairly abreast of current publications. The Tilden Trust, on the other 
hand, while possessing an important endowment, had only the bare 
nucleus of a collection of books, and having no suitable building, it 
was apparent that any effort by its Trustees to create an independent 
library would simply result in leaving The Tilden Trnst in a position 
not quite so favorable as that of either the Astor or the Lenox 
Libraries. · 

Under these circumstances, the advantages of a consolidation were 
abundantly manifest. The difficulties ln the way, however, were serious. 
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The diversity of the trusts under which the prope1·ties of the three cor
porations were held, and the legal perplexities arising therefrom, as well 
as from the then existing legislation of the State of New York, not to 
speak of what may be termed the moral obligations tacitly assumed by 
the Trustees of one or other of the several bodies towards the founders 
and their families, were such as to make it necessary to proceed with 
extreme caution. But by February 22, r895, a provisional understand
ing was arrived at by the representatives of the three corporations. 

The legal difficulties arising from the condition of the statute law 
were removed by the passage of an Act of the Legislature on April 2, 

1895, amending the previous act relative to the Consolidation of Library 
Corporations. Immediately thereafter negotiations were resumed and 
carried to a favorable conclusion by the separate action of the three 
corporations. On 1\fay ,23, I 895, a formal agreement was executed, 
pursuant to the terms of the enabling acts, whereby a consolidated 
corporation was formed under the name of THE NEW YORK PunLJC 

LIBRARY, AsroR, LENOX AND TILDEN FouNDATlONs. The terms of 
the agreement were as simple as posstble. The new corporation was 
to establish and maintain a free public library and reading room in the 
City of New York, with such branches as might be deemed advisable, 
and was to "continue and promote the several objects and purposes ;,t 
forth in the several acts of incorporation of The Trustees ot the Astor 
[Jprary, The Tmstees of the Lenox Library and The Tilden Trust." 
It was distinctly _ _p;:ovi<J_ed that the newcorporation should make appro
priate provision for faithful!}: keeping and qbserving- all the limitations, 
conditions or restrictions under which any of the funds or property of 
th~_se.v.eral constituent corporations were to be used or enjoyed. 

The agreement of consolidation was duly filed in the proper offices 
on Ma}' 24, 1895, as required by the Act, and the first meeting of the 
Trus~ces of The New York Public Library was held on Monday, May 
27th, 1895. At this meeting officers were elected, who are still in dis
charge of their duties, and standing committees were chosen. At a 
subsequent meeting By-Laws were adopted whereby the Trustees are 
to hold office continuously and not for a stated term, and vacancies are 
to be filled by a vote of the remaining Trustees, No vacancies have 
as yet occurred. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE LIBRARY. 

The problems involved in the administration of so large an estate as 
that created by the union of the three original corporations, and the 
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and the gathering together of their libraries and collections in the main 
building, and the iurnishing to them of facilities for meetings; and 
arrangements for the giving of lectures offscientific, literary and popular 
subjects. 

In attempting to carry out these aims, it seemed to the Trustees to 
be not only just, but absolutely essential that public aid should be 
extended to such forms of instruction, designed solely for the benefit 
of the public. It was their belief that the time had come when at least 
an opportunity should be offered to the City for doing its appropriate 
part in the great work of extending the very best library facilities to all 
our citizens, although it was not then and never has been the intention 
of the Trustees to ask the City to do the whole or the greater part. By 
far the larger share has already been done by private munificence. The 
Trustees were of opinion that if they, representing the great gifts of the 
founders of the Astor, Lenox and Tilden Libraries-, should appeal to the 
authorities of the City for such aid as might be necessary to render 
those benefactions of the greatest benefit and usefulness to the people, 
their appeal would be met by the public authorities in a liberal spirit, in 
which they would be cordially sustained by public opinion, 

They accordingly resolved to apply to the City authorities for ap, 
provaI of such legislation as would enable the City to grant to the Cor• 
poration, by some permanent tenure, a proper site for its library build. 
ing, and such f.;nds as might be necessary to enable the Corporation to 
constrnct and equip a suitable building thereon. 

It was, of course, apparent that no land belonging to the City was 
so favorably situated for the purpose suggested as the site of the present 
reservoir on Fifth Avenue, between Fortieth artd Forty•second Streets, 

· The Trustees, therefore, on March 25th, 1896, presented to the 
Mayor of the City a formal address, a copy of which is appended. The 
views of. the Trustees were further explained upon th~ same occasion 
in addresses by the President and First Vice-President of the Corpora
tion. The Mayor expressed hi< approval of -these views so far as they 
related to the establishment of the Library upon the reservoir site, and, 
in accordance with his wishes, the Trustees proposed to apply in the 
first place only for such legislation as should enable the City to grant a 
site upon that ground, stating, however, that they reserved the right to 
apply at a future time for the grant of such funds as might be necessary 
to construct and equip a building. 

Upon examination of the Statutes relating to the subject it was 
found that authority had already been lodged in the Board of Alder-
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men and the Board of Estimate and Apportionment by concurrent 
action to place the site of the reservoir under the control and manage
ment of the Department of Public Parks, and to remove the reservoir. 
And by an act passed in 1893 the Department of Public Parks was 
empowered to contract with The Tilden Trust for the use and occupa• 
tion of any building that might thereafter be erected upon the site of 
the reservoir. All that was needed, therefore, was such an arnendmen t 
of the last mentioned act as should fit the altered circumstances of the 
case. 

Early in May, 1896, the Legislature passed a law whi_ch authorized 
the Department of Public Parks, upon the removal of the reservoir, 
to enter into a contract with this Corporation "for the use and occupa
tion of said land, or of any part thereof. by the said corporation and 
its successors for establishing and maintaining a free public library and 
reading room and carrying out the objects and purposes of said corpo
ration * * * and said contract may provide that such use and 
occupation may continue so long as the said· The New York Public 
Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations, or its successors, shall 
maint:ain such free library and reading room upon said land." 

,,..,- This Act, under the provisions of the State Constitution, was sub. 
mitted to the Mayor for approval, and a public hearing was had before 
him on May r~th, 1896. Some opposition was made by various citizens 
at this hearing. The Board of Fire Underwriters objected on the 
ground of the supposed necessity of the reservoir as a part of the 
City's system of water supply. Certain residents of the vicinity 
objected on the ground that if the reservoir were removed, the whole 
of the land which it occupied should become an open park The 
Mayor, nevertheless, approved the act, and it became law on May 19th, 
1896, by the signature of the Governor, 

The Trustees then applied.to the Board of Aldermen for the pas
sage of a resolution by which the land occupied by the reservoir shonld 
be placed under the control and managemer1t of the Department of 
Public Parks, that being under the existing statutes the first step 
towards procuring a removal of the reservoir. Public hearings were 
again had before a Committee of the Board of Aldem,en and a large 
amount of testimony was offered upon the subject of the value of the 
reservoir as a means for storing and distributing water. It was, on the 
whole, the unanimous judgment of those most competent to form an 
opinion, that when the large water mains, now being laid in Fifth Ave
nue, should have been completed south of the reservoir, its usefulness 
would unquestionabiy be at an end. 
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On June 30th, 1896, the Committee of the Board of Aldermen 
reported in favor of passing a resolution placing the reservoir site under 
the control and management of the Department of Public Parks, but 
with a proviso that the reservoir should not be removed until the new 
mains had been laid and were ready for use as far south as Thirty
eig:hth Street. The Aldermen, however, took no action on this report 
until December 22d, 1896, when the resolution recommended by the 
Committee was unanimously adopted. It was approved by the Mayor 
two days later. 

It still remains for the Trustees to secure from the Board of Esti
mate and A pportior,ment the proper authority for the removal o{ the 
reservoir ; and then to enter into negotiations with the Department of 
Public Parks for a contract allowing the use of the reservoir site for 
the establishment of a library building. The Tmstees feel confident 
that the enlightened views of the public authorities will lead to a favor
able consideration of both applications. 

The question of the source from which the means are to be pro
vided for erecting and equipping a building on the reservoir site is still 
open. The Trustees are of the opinion that the City authorities would 
be amply justified in approving an expenditure of the City's funds for 
that purpose. Precedents for such an outhy on the most generous 
scale may be found in the recent action of the Cities of Boston and 
Chicago. But if the City authorities are unable to see their way to 
incurring the necessary addition- to .the public debt, it is hoped by the 
Trustees that private liberality may make good the needs of the library. 
Certainly no man could erect for himself more splendid memorial than 
such a building freely given to his fellow-citizens. 
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CuAP, 85,] ONE HUNDRED AND TEN'J'H SESSION. 101 
luirbored or· roccivcd or Jodgod for hil'o for 11, siuglo night or for less 
than o. wook nt 0110 Umo, or nuy p1ut of which is lot for nuy pcraou to 
sloop i11 1 for nny tol'm less 1,111111 n woek. A coll!n· shnll bo tnkcn to "Cellnr" 
mo1111 nucl inoludo ovory bnsc111011t 01· lowor at,ol"y of nny b11il11iug 01• 11011110•1· 
houso of which 0110-!1111!' or moro of f,ho height from f.lto floor to Urn 
coiling is bolow f.ho Jovel of f.110 s!,l'Oot, 1ul,ioining. 

§ 14, All nets 1md part,s of ltCt,s inco11sistont willa tho provisions of ltcpcnl. 
f.his net, 1n·o horoby ropc1Llo<l, 

§ 16, 'l'hiB net shnll t,iko offoct i111mctli11tely. 

Ohap. 85. 
AN AC'f to incorporate the 'fildcn Trnst, for the cstnhlish

ment nntl urninlonanco of a. free liLrnry mid reatling room 
in tho city of New York. 

] 1,\K!-ilrn Mu1·Ph 211, 1887; tl11·t•l'•lil'th:-. 111'111µ- p1'flf.t•11I, 

W11mrnAH, ,lol111 Biisolow, A111lrow IL (lt-enu m11l Gcorgo \V, S111il.l1, 1•,·ct1111hlo, 
tho excc11t.01·tl 111111 f,1•11sf,ces ol' f.J,c lust, will 1111<1 t.ost11111c11t, of' 8111111101 J, 
'l'ililon, dccoasc1J, linvc, iu 11111·s1111nco ol' p1·nvisin11s of sniil will 111111 
t.cst.n111cnt, 11111,,Jo 1111plic11.t.ion to the Lcgishttm·o for tho c1111et111c11t of t.110 
t'ollowi11g net; n111 , 

,vummAH, 'l'ho snit! cxcc11t01·s n111l t.1'11~1.ocs ,Jccm it inoxpc<liont, f,o 
clcsig11nto nny purposes ol' tl10 corpol'nf.iun ltcroi11 nnd horchy ci-ent,rnl 
ot,lter tl11m tho cst11hlisl1111ont, nn<l 111nintc11a11co of ii frco lihr,wy nm! 
ro..cling roolll in tho cit,y ol' Now York, in ncco1·1ltrnco wit.h I.ho put'poso 
1111d i11to11tio11 of' s11id tcsl,1tf.01·; thcrol'orc, 

Tho Pooplo of /ho f{la/o of 1Yo10 Yol'l,, 1·ep1"cse11/e,l in Sena/a mul 
Assombly, do enact a., follow.,: 

SECTION 1. Tho s11i1l ,John Bigelow, of Ilighhtml Fnlls, in Or1111go ;1;11,1<•11 
couut,y, nnd A111lrow IL Groon nn<l George \V, Smit,h, ol' f,ho cif.y of Ji~::fmt. 
New York, 11.111! such ot,her J!Ct'sons ns they mny nssocinto with t.hom-
sclvcs, nm! their s11cccss01·s, nm hereby crentc1l 11, bo,ty corpornto 1u11l 
polif.ic 11111lo1• I.ho muno 1t11<l tit.lo of t.110 'l'il1lc11 'l'l'llst,, 

!I 2, 'l'hc Btti<l John 13igclow, An,lt-ow JI, G1·cc11 nm! Gom·go \V, Rmit,h l'l'1·m11-
shnll bo pcr111m1c11t t.t'llst,oos of such curpot'llf.io11 in 11ccor1!1111co wit.It tl10 ::~~\' <rns
i11t.011tio11 of' tho sui,J will i11 t.lmt hohnlf. Within 11i11oty <lny~ from t.110 lll<'ruor 
1mssngo of this uct they shnll <lchignnto 1111<l 11ppoi11t, in writing, other •\'hlltto11-
tmst,oos, so th11t, tl10 nnmhcr of' t.rnstecs slmll bo 1101, less thnn live. \'.,~;_"•· 

~ :J, O110-ltnlt' of t.110 other trnst.eos so <lcsignat,cd nn<l nppoinf.oil '"'"''"" nr 
shnll hohl ollico t'or tho tel'm of' 0110 ycnr 11ml tho otho1· half l,hcrcol" for \';.:;;1.'~~~-"1 
!,ho term of two ycm•s, Aft.or such <lcsig1111tion uncl 11ppoi11l,111011t slmll 
l111vo been mndc, ovorr t.mstec nppoi11tc,l to fill n11y l'llCllllCY in t.ho 
boo.rd of tl'llstucs shnl hohl olllco for l,ho term of f,wo yo1Lrs, A 11y "t"'""\'· 
vncn11ey which nmy at n11y timo occur i11 s11id bonrcl through dont,h, ~,Y~:1.'""" 
1·osig11ntio11, incnpncit,y, expimf.ion of tern,, or otherwise, slmll bo tilled 
by tho romui11ing tmst.ces, 

§ 4, All t,ho powers of tho snicl c01·pomtio11 slmll bo vested in the omco1·, or 
trustees. 'l.'hey slmll hnvo tho power to appoint n president 1u"l vice- H~;1:••·11

•• 

proside11t, sec1·etnry nnd trens111·e1•1 of whom tho socrntm·y n11d 
trensnror.uoed 110t bo me1ubora of anid bo11rd, Such oflicera shall hol4 
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'l',nnro or their offices upon suuh !oume, nucl slinll rocoivo such romponsn.t.ion na 
0111

"
0

• t.110 by-ln.ws 111ny prescribe. Hnicl tl'llst.ccs slml\ nlso luwo power to 
nppoiut such other ollico1·s n111l ng-cut.s ns t.110 p1·opor co111hwt, of !,ho 
1111'nh·~ ot' •ni,l corpornl,ion ~hull 1·011uil'o, ro11101•nblo nt, tho plonsuro of 
tho honr,I, nu,! t.o llx !hoir c•o111pou,mt.iou, 

1•0 11 ""' nl' ~ Ii, 'l'ho snicl rOl'JIOl'ILl,iou shnll lm\'c, in n11dit.io11 t.o f.110 powers now 
•·m·110111· r 11 1 11 · 1 11 ·1 1 """· COIi crl'CC ,y IIW IIJIOII It cOr(lOl'llt.10118 (18 sue 1, , 10 l'n]'ll<:I •Y nlll power 
M"li°'' t.o ost.nhlish n111l 111ni11l,11i11 ti froo lihr111·y n111l ro111li11g- room in !,ho cit,)• 
:-:1~~ ' 11 ot' Now Yol'k, nncl for l,hl'~<l p111·posos it, slmll hnvo power t.o 1lomm11l, 
1'.'1,1·m·y, recover, nccepl, nucl roceh•o nil Mll<'h 111011oy n111l ot.1101' propot•l,y, real or 
~j:;1 1o porsonnl, os is given to ii, hy virtue or t.110 will of H1111111cl ,J, 'l'i11lc11, 01· 
,,.,1,n 

I 
shnll ho co11veyc1l or l,1•n11sforl'e<l t.n, 01• in nuy 11111111101' Lost.owocl 11po11, 

l::,•:/g,'." I' it, hy t.ho nt'orosnitl oxoc11t.urs nncl t.rnst.cos hy "Mue ol' t,ho powers 
11111• 01•· t,horoin t·o11fol'l'ccl 11po11 thorn; 01111 l,ho snicl co1•111n·11l,1011 shall lmvo power 
1lln1rnK1'• to hol1l, mn11ng-c, i1111l1·m·e, 11i~1m~n ol' nml ('011\'CY nll p1·oplWf,y 1tt, nuy 
llll'HI ul' • 1 \ 
111•1,11011r, t.imo recel\'Ct u1· tu•1111ir(Hl hy if, iu such nrn111wr ns mny ho 1ci;f, cnlcu-

lnt.c<l t.o mu·ry out, its ohjPct.s n111l JHH'I'°"""· 
'1'11111•11 ~ U. 'l'lio snicl co1·p01·af.ion Hlrnll ac<'l'}lf, nwl l'Cl'11h•n nll such mono,r 01· 
'l;!;i:~~' 11 1111 ou'1rr pl'llpert,y nH ili given to it, by f.ho ~ni1l will of' H,ii,uwl ,J. 'l'il;lcu, 
•1•hllµn1• or shall \Jo rm11·oyo<l 01· l,rn11sl'orrecl to, 01· i11 nuy 11111111101· l•ostowo,111po11, 
"' 11 ' Bl• 't I' ' 1 I • 1 f ' l I I I I ' t t 1 l"'""•I 1111- 1, ns n orP!illH ,.v t. lO n oresnH e~cc11to1•:i n111 ,l'llli .oos, t 11 1,1en, o f, 10 

doi· 11111 !cr111s 1111<1 l'01111it.io11s oxpl'cssc<I in n111l imposo,l by t,!1e s11i1l will ol' 
Hn11111ol ,J. 'l'il1le11, i11 respect, t.o tho girt, or gift.s t.hcrci11 01111 t,hcl'eby 
11m,lo 01• 111·0,•i1lotl !'or, l,o a corporntio11 t,o ho l'm·mc<I mul t,o uo k11own 
ns I.ho 'J'i 1!011 '1'1'1lsl,, n111l tho sni<l 1·m·pm·nl.io11 s.lmll h,1,·e powe1· t,o mnko 
n111l Pnt.01· into nuy ohlig-11t.ion 01· ohlignt.ions lo soc111·0 <1110 co111pli1uico 
wit.11 such t.01·ms n11,l co1111it.io11s. 

u1•1101111 ~ 7. '1'110 snirl corpornt.ion &hull possess !,ho powers n111l, oxcopt ns 
!:::~~w;~,n- mn.y ho of.11crwiso provitlocl Uy this nct,1 bo s11h,irct. to t.110 provisiuus, 
l1tu,. linhilities nnd re.sti-irtio11s co11t.11inccl i11 t,he l,hirtl I.if.lo of tho cight.oc11t,h 
1'11111,., ,,, clmpt,cr of' t.l,c Jirst pnrt of the Uovisecl 1:lt,1tt.ut.os, hut, nothing heroin 
l~J•:;~:1· co11t.ni11crl &hull nll'ccl, t,ho rights ot' 1111y pm·t.ics t.o m1y not.ion now pe11cl-
llu11•. ing or of 11ny heh•,nt.-law of' snicl l:l1111mcl ,J. 'l'ihlen, clccc1tso1l. 

~ 8. 'l'his net slmll t.ako cll'oct i111111cdintcly. 

Chap. 86. 
AN AC'l' to legnlize 1md validate the report of' thu United 

Stntes 'l'elephone i\fonufacturing Compm1y, verified Jann
nry fifteenth, eighteen hundred 1111d eighty-five. 

P.\1u,1m Mal'ch !.?S, lSSi; th1·1•u-lit'tlis l11•i11g- Jll'f'Mml ; withnttt tho npprovnl ul' t\10 
GnYl'l'IIIII', 1-

T/Je People of /he Slate of Nem York, ?'C))l'csa11/acl in ,'Jcna/o aml 
Assembly, do enact a., follows: 

S1,c•1·1011 1. Tho l'C(lorl, or I.ho Unit.0<! 8t11tos •rolephono l\fnnufnctnring 
Co111p1t11y, r,ignccl uy its prosirlout n11cl soci·otnry, mid voi·ifiecl uy tho 
0111,h of snid socrotnry 011 ,Ttt1111111·y llf!ocnt.11 1 cightoen humll'od n11cl 
oight.y-llvc, ll11fl theronftcr lilotl 1111<1 pnblisho,J, is horoby nuulc ns of
foct,unl, legal nncl vnlicl ns ii' the suid roport 1111d Loon signocl by tho 
president nnd tt mn.,ioril,y of tho trust.cos of snicl compm1y, 111111 by them 
~• Xot rotm·11r1l Ii\· tho Umc1·no1· within luu ilny11 nllm· U. wn-1. 11101>cntu1l to hhn1 mul bocnmo ll 
lnw \\ llhout his .:Jlliunturo, {A1·t, 1 \', Seo, l1 1 C.:1.m1Hhlllhiu of tho St11to til' Now \ Ql'~,l 
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S1fATE OF NEW-YORK, 
PASSED A'r 1'IIE SIWENi'Y•SIWOND SESSION OF TUR LEO!$· 

LA'l'Uim, BEGUN Tlm SECOND DAY OF JANUARY 
AND F.NDim Tim ELEVEN'l'II DAY OF APHIL, 1840, 

AT TIIF. Cl'l'Y OF ALBANY. 

Chapter I. 
AN ACT to i11corporatc tT,e trll&tccs of t/,a Astor J.,ibra,'/1, 

Passed ,Tnnuary 18, 1849. 

:J'fw People qf tl,e Stato qf Now-York, ,·epresented in Senate 
and Assembly, do e11act as follows 1 · 

§ 1. Tho mn.yor of tho city of N cw-York fo1• the timo being in oo,,onllon 
respect to hi• oflkc, and Was\1inglon ll'l'ing, William B. Astor, eren1ed. 
Dnnicl Lord, ,Tnmes G, ICing, Joseph G, Cogswell, l!'itzgrccn 
Halleck, Samuel IJ. Ruggles, Samuel W nr<l, Charles A. Bristc<l 
and their succcssora, nro hereby crcutc<l and declared to bo a 
body corpomtc, by the name nn<l style of "Tho Trustees of the Nomo ond 
Astor Lib1·m·y ;" by which nnmo they and thcil' successors mny "Y'•· 
sue nnd be sued, plead nnd be implcndcd, contract nnd bo con-
trncted with, nnd bo known in nil cou1·ts nn<l places whnteve1·, nml 
mn.y 11\so luwc I\ common sen!, und chnngc und alter the same nt 
pl ensure. . 

§ 2. The direction nn<l mnnngemcnt of the affairs of the snid A«,111 10 be 

corpornlion, nn<l the control nnd disposnl of its property nnd funds~:,~~~~ by 

shall bo vcstc<l in the snid ll'ustees nnd theii• succcsso1·•· Tho 
number of such trustees shnll be eleven: nnd they nre hereby 
empowered, 

1. 'l'o l'Cccivo from tho cxcentor, of tho will of Jolm Jncob Tf m•t•• 
Astol', M rccol'ded with tho codicils thereto annexed, in tho office f,.'::!•W,. 
of tho surrognlo of Urn city nnd county of ~ew-Yol'k, tho sum of3'.1'.'f.\~,~r 
four hundred thousnnd dollars, by him thel'cm bequeathed for tho 
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cstnblishmont of n public librnry in snid city ; inchuling in snid 
sum tho price of the ,ito solcctC<l for tho said librnry, on tho 
easterly sido of Ln Fnyctto Pince in sni,l city, ns authorised by 
tho snid tcstntor; which site, with its nppurtcnnnccs, tho snid cor• 
pomtion is heroby cm11owcred to tnko nnd hold in fco simple for 
the purpose of tho snit! libmry, nnd on condition to bo nppliC<! nud 
used thercror, 

'11
0 otcct n. 2. rro expend n 110rt.ion of tho snitl sum, not oxccoding seventy~ 

111111111118
• five thonsmul llollur8, in orcctini?, nn1l rnninlnining upon the anid 

site n lmilding snitnblc for II pnllic librnry, 
To~urchnse 3, 'fo oxpcntl n further nmount, not oxcccding ono hundrcU 
boo •· nrnl twenty thousnnd dollars, in tho plll'chnse ot' books, mops, 

chnl'ls, models, lhnwings, paintings, engrn.vingt-i, ensls, stntucs, 
fumiture, nnd other things nwertnining to n librnry for general 
USC, 

To hweal 
1110 re1Jtluo 
o( tho 
ITIO!lll\'• 

4. To invest the residue of snicl sum of fom· hundred thousand 
dollars ns n fund for pnying tho vnluo of tho site of the Luihling 
nml for mninlnining nnd grndunlly increasing tho snid librory, and 
to dcfrny the necessary expenses of toking cm·, of tho snmc, nnd 
of tho nccommodnlion of persons consulting the librnry. Arni in 
cnse tho income of the fund shnll nt nny timo exceed tho nmounts 
which tho snit! trustees mny find useful to expend for tho purposes 
nbove nnmC<l nnd pnrticulnriscd, then to expend such surplus in 
procuring public lccturos to be delivered in connection with tho 
library, upon useful subjects of litcrnture, philosopy, science, 
history, nnd tho lino nrts, or in promoting in nny other mode tho 
objects of the institution ns nbovc expressed, 

Todlr)f,t1ho 5, To direct tho expemlituro of tho funds, nnd tho investment, 
f;f.i!mo~r:'1 snfokccph\g nn<l mcmngcmcnt thereof, nnd of th~ property nnd 
~:~~1~

1~rnco• cflccts ?1' tho said ~orpornli?n ; nlso to mnl!c such ordinnnccs ~nd 
fn,d,, regulnt10ns from lime to tune, ns the smd trustees mny tlunk 

proper for tho good order · nnd convenience of tl1oso who mny 
resort to the librm·y 01· uso the snme; to mnku such by-lnws ns 
mny be necessary nnd convenient in conducting tho business of 
the snid cm•porntion ; to nppoint, direct, control, nnd nt thch· 
plcnsuro remove n snperintcndent of the librnry nnd nll librn rinns 
and other persons necessary to be employed nbout the snrno, nnd 
in general to hnve nnd use nll powers and nuthority nceessnry for 
promoting the objects of tho institution ns expressed in tho snid 
will and codicils of tho said John Jncob Astor. 

~)1,';;'J' 0\0 § 3, 'l'ho sni<l librnry shnll be ncccssiblc nt nll rensonnblc hours 
oxpon,a, nnd times for geucml use, free of expense lo persons resorting 

thereto, subject only to such control nnd rcgulntions ns tho snid 
trustees from time to time mny exercise nn<l cstnblish for gcncrnl 
convenience. 

;.•~;;,:~~~. b § 4.dA.11 ibnves
1
tments odf tho funds of tlfie said c~rporntio

1
n slrnll 

ed. o mn o m oms sccuro by mortgngo o product,vo rcn estnto, 
or in tho public debt of the United Stutes, or of tho Stoles of the 
Union, or of tho city of New-York, or of portions thoroof in nny 
of thoso F,odcs, except thnt in tho investment in said public debts 
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preference shall be given nccording to tho order in whicl, they nre 
J,crcin nbovo named. · 

§ Ii. The enid corporntion shnll ho subject to the visilntion of0 ~'./"'',',""" 
r ' ' I ' 1 I fl '· I ,u.,oc " nny courts o JUhltco w nc 1 now nrc or 10rcn or may uo t icrcunto vI111111Uon or 

empowered, for !110 purposo of preventing and redressing nny '""'"· 
misrnnnngement, wnstc, 01• breiteh of tmst. 

§ r,, The snitl trustee• shull elect one of their number to prcsiclo Tru,too, to 
over tl,oir bonl'Cl, who shnll holu such onico during their plcnsurc, ~~enct'!Jl0,11!: 
nnd they mny nlso nppoint nod nt ilny limo rcmovo II secrr.tnry crntary, &e. 
nnd nny other officers wl1ich their bnsincss mny require, 'l'he 
nets of n mnjority of the trustees nt nny meeting duly notified 
nceording to tho by-lows, shnll be vnlid, Any vacancies in tho 
number of snid trustees occurring by dcnth, rcsignntiou, incn-
pncity or rcmovnl from tliis slnlc, shnll bo filled by persons to be 
nppoiutc,I by the rmnaiuing tl'Ustccs or a mnjority of them, except 
thnt tho m11ym· of tho city of Now-York, during his continunneo 
in officr., shnll nl wnys l>o n trustee, 'l1J!o trustees shnll not receive To rocoh·o 
nny compensation for thoir sor\'ices, cxcopt thnt if nny onn of their no 11ny. 
nnmber shall nt nny time Im supcrintendcut, ho mny receive com
pensation M such. 

§ 7, The said corporation mny tnko nnd hold nny ndditionnl M•J1•k• 
donntions, grnnts, devises 01• bequests, which mny be mndo in ~~n11ti~~s. 
further support of tho said librnry, or tho lectures or lilcrnl'y nnd 
scientific objects connccled therewith. 

§ 8. The property, renl nnd personnl, of the said corporntion, 1'h0 pro-

II c , , I I f l portytoho shn bo exempt 1rom tnxnhon, m t 10 samo mtlnncr ns t mt o t 10 oiom~t from 
other incorporntc<l public libraries of this slntc : nnd it sbnll be/"'," on'.."" 
l tl I, '· ' l fl' I ' '· "0 11

"
1
""· t 10 uiy o tuo snH trustees to c cct sue 1 msurnnccs as cnn uo 

obtninc<l upon such buildings nnd librnry, nnd other 1n·oporty 
ngninst loss by fire or ol11crwi,o, nnd 1my lhe expense thereof out 
of tho fund described in tho fourth sub-division of section second 
of this net, 

§ 9. The snid trustees ,ho.II in the month of Jnnunry in every Annnol ro
ycnr mnke II report to the Lcgislnturo for the ycnr ending on the:;:>:~!~ ho 
thirty-fi1·st dny of December preceding, of the condition of tho 
snid library, of tho funds nnd other property of tho corpornlion 
nnd of its receipts nnd expenditures during such ycnr. 

§ 10. If nny debts nf tho snid corporntion lawfully contracted, r.1,1;1111y of 
shall not be pnid out of its funds when due, tho trustees shnll bo '"'' '"' 
imlividuully linblc for ~uch funds lo the creditors in such cnscs, 
nnd to such o;,:tcnt ns they would ho if uot incorporntcd, 
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Chap. 2. 
AN AOT to incorporate the Trustees of tho Lenox 

Library. 
PASSED Jnnunry 20, 1870, 

Tlte People qf tlw State of New Ym•l~, 1•ep1•esontecl in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

3 

SECTION 1. ,Ta.mes Lenox, "\Villil\m II. ABpinwnll, II nm- CorpoJ'hto111 
ilt.on Fish, Robert Rny, Alexnnclor V nn Ronssoln01·, 
Dnniol llnntington, John Fisher Shcnfo, Jnmos Donnld-
son nncl An1·on B, Bolknn/1, nnd their successors, nro 
hol'Oby crontod mid cloclaroc to ho n body corpornte by 
tho nnmo nnd stylo of' "Tho Trtrntoos of tho Lenox corpornto 
I 'b " b l ' J ti d ti • nnmo n11d ,1 rnry, y w 1w I nnmo ICY nn wn· snocesso1·s mny 1mwor,, 
Bno nncl bo snocl, plond nud bo implonclod, contrnot nnd 
bo oontrnctod with, und bo known in ull oom·ts nnd plneos 
whntov01•; 111ul mny nlso !tnvo n common son!, nnd nltor 
tho snmo nt 11lonsnro. 

§ 2. 'l'ho c iroction nnd mnnngomont of tho nffnirs of Mnnn
1

i:0 • 

l '·' t' d I t l d d' I f' • 
111011 

• t 10 smu corpora 1011, 11n t 10 con ro nn 1sposn o its 
property nnd i'uncls, shnll be vestocl in tho snicl trustees 
1md their S\WCOSSOl'S, 'l'ho nnmher of snoh trustees sluill Tn, ... 1,00,•, 

,. • l l l l l n111 "' r uo ll\110, nm t 10y nro llll'O iy ompoweroc : d111lc•. 
1, 'fo roccivo from tho snid J a.mes Lenox his oolloo- To rocolvo 

' f' • • t l \ J • d linoke, t,on O mnnuscr1pts, prrn lll )00 rn, engmv111gs llll m11ps, 1•11!111· 
stnt1mry, p1iintings1 dmwings and othel' works of nl't, ng•, &c, 
Alw the Knill of three hundred thonsnncl cloll1\l'B to ho m111owmr111 

used for the ostnbli~hment ot' n p11blio libmry in tho city \\~/~~~'.10 

ol' Now York, nm\ such real esti1to ns ho mny convoy for 
11 Hito fut• tho snnto in tho Nineteenth wn1•d of tho snid Locnllon 
city, in tho vicinity ot' the Contml pnrk; which site, with lbcrcor, 
it~ nppurtonnnccs, tho snid corporntion is hereby empow-
ered to t11ko nn<l holc.l in foo si111!1lo for tho purposes of 
the s11i1l lil11•11.1·y, and to bo 11ppliot nncl used in connec-
tion with tho s,imo, nnd for no othol' p11rposo. 

2, 'l'o expend n portion, not exceeding two-thirds, of nuihllng Io 
such s11m iibo1·0 rcf'crl'od to in orncting upon tho snid site bo orcctod. 
a buil<ling suit11blo !'or n pnlilic lihrnry, nm\ in tho pnr-
clm~o ol' fumitnro nnd other things npportnining to a Furnlturo, 
librn1·y fot· gonol'lll uso. 

3, 'l'u inl'o~t tho resitluo of snoh snm fo1• mnintnining nc,1<111010 
uml gr1ult111lly inc1•etfsing tho s11iu libmry, nnd to dolhiy bo Iuvo,tcd, 
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tho necessary cx/>onscs of tnking cnro of the snmc, nncl 
of tho nccommo1 ntion of' persons consnlting tl10 library,· 

\\'l1t•n 10 110 d • t] • I' I " ] J II t t' • ,,,1,.,11 <1ctl fill Ill CaSC 10 lll001110 0 t IC 111!1( S Ill 1 !I llllJ 111101 

l
for lee•, cxecml tho nmonnt which tho snicl t.rnstocs mny find nsc-
urc,, .-c, j' I 1 " I l , • 11 to OXJ>Plll ,or t 1011111•posos nbovo nnmec nnd 1mrtic11-

larizccl, then to expend snch snrplns in procuring \rnblio 
loetnres to bo clelivorccl, in connection with tho Ji JI'arr, 
11pon uscl'nl snhjccts of scicnco, hi$tory, literntnro nnd tl10 
line nrts; or in jn·omoting, in 1111y other mode, tho ohjcets 
ol' tho imtitntion ns nbm·o expressed; 01•, if it become 
ueccssnry, in incronsing tho cnpaeity of tho ·building. 

f;~-~"~'/11·. •.I-. 'l'o direct tho expenditure of' the funds, n11d tho 
rumI•. investment, snfo kooping nn<l rnnnngcment thereof, nnd 

of tho property nnd effects of tho 'snid corpol'lltion : -
:,•,::l\:;i;~~:. also to mnke such ordinnncos nnd regulations, from time 

to time, ns tho s11icl trnstcos mny think 1iropo1• for tl10 
good 01·dcr nnd convonicnco of thoso who mn}' resort to 
tho lili1·11ry or uso tho same :-to mnke such liy-lnws ns 
mil)' bo necessary nnd convenient in conducting tho busi-

, ~::r.r~1,1,',l"11
• nes's of tho said corporntion: -to nppoint, direct, control, 

llbmrlnn,. nnd nt their plc!IS\ll'e remove n snporintondcnt of tho 
lib11iry, 1111d nll lilirnrinns nnd other persons 11ocossnry to 
bo oniployo<l nbont tho smnc: - nnd in gonol'lll1 to lrnvo 
nnd use nil powers mid nuthol'ity nocessnry for promoting 
tho objcrits of' tho instltution, 

f;t1'fr~'l. 10 • § 3. 'l'ho libmry shall bo ncccssiblo nt 1111 ronsonnulo 
!1011ra dul'ing t!10 dny, foi· gonci·iil uso, free of cxponso to 
pc1·sons resort111g thereto, snbJoct only to such control 
111Hl roguhitions ns tho said trustees, from timo to tit110, 

Im•f'qt. 
111culd, 

mny exercise nnd cstnblish for 17onoml eonvonionco. 
§ 4. All investments of-tho Jnnds of tho said corpora-

tion shall bo nuulo in bonds seenred by mortgngo of' pro
<l nctivo ronl estate in tho cities of Now York nnd Brook• 
Jyn ; or in tho public dolit ol' tho United States, or of tho 
l:ituto of Now fork, 01· of tho cities of' New York nllll 
Brooklyn ; 01· portions thereof in nn,y of' these ways ; 
except that, in the inrestmcnt in snid public debts, prct'c:r
cnco shall bo given nceur<ling to tho order in which they 
111·0 horehmbovo nnmod, 

v1,11nt1011 § 5. 'l'ho said corpomtion shnll be snbjoct to the \'isitn
~J11~t1"0111• tion of tho Sup1·01110 Conrt ol' this 1:itnto for tho purpose 

of prcvc11ti11g tiny mis111111111gcmo11 t, wusto 01• l.11·C11ch of 
trust. Tr111,tcca 

to oh•rt 
ofllcora, 

§ 0. 'l'ho said tmsteos shnll elect ono of thcil' nnmuc1• 
to prcsido over their liounl, who shall hold such otlico 
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during t11oir plonsnro; nncl thoy mny nlso nppoint, nncl 
.nt nn,y t1mo remove; n secretary, nnd nny otl1or ofiiccrs 
whom their business mny renuiro. 'l'ho nets of 11 m111'oril ,, nu,lno,• 

1 
• ;, d ] , 1 J quorum, 

of t 10 trustees nt any mcctmg n y notified nccordmg to 
tho by-laws, sl111ll bo vnlid. .Any 1•nermcics in tho nmn- \'noonch••• 
bor ol' the snid trustees occnrring by donth, rcsignntion, how 

1111
''

11
• 

or rcmo1·nl from this Stnto sl1111l bo filled by II vote ot' 
two-thirds of tho remnining trustees, Tho trustees shnll 
110t 1·ecoivo nny componsntion for their sel'l·ices, except c01n11rn-
1 'I' I' ti • b 1 11 • b ,ullon. tint I llllY 0110 0 !Cll' 1111111 Cl' B 11\ nt nny t1mo 0 

snperintcntlent, ho mny roeoivo eompcnsntion ns such, 
§ 7. Tho sni<l corpol'lltion mny tnko nnd hold nny ncltli- Donnllon•1, , , cl • b •• grn11tt1 ,uu t1011al clonnt1011s, gr11nts, e1·1ses or cqncsts, snhJcct to 110,1,.,.,1,. 

nll tho provision~ of liiw rclnting to dovises or bequests 
hy fost will 111nl testament, which nmy bo mnde in fnrthor 
support of tho s11i,l libmry and its collections, 01• ol' tho 
loutmes on liter11ry nnd scientilic objects connected thol'C-
with. 

§ 8 Tho l11·01im·ty· l'O!tl nnd 1i01·sonnl of' tho snicl col'- F.semptl»n : , • • ? from IO)'l.ll• 
1101·11tton sha I ho exempt from hlxnt1on m the snmo m11n- llun. 
1101· ns th11t ol' tho otho1• incorporntcd p11blic lihmri\ls ol' 
this St11to. And it slrnll ho tho duty ol' tho said trustees lnaurnnco, 
to effect snch inmmnco ns cnn bo ohtnined upon tho snid 
lmildings 1rntl lilirm·y and other property ngninst loss by 
Jll'C, 01· otherwise, and pny the oxpenso thoroof ont ot' tho 
fond 111011tio11od in tho thil'd subdivision of section second 
ol' this net. 

§ 0 Tho snicl tn1steos shall 'in tho month of Jnnunry in Annunl 
• • l'C(IOlt, 

onch yc111• 11mko ti repol't to tho leg1slntnro for tho yo111• 
ending on tho thirty-lirst dny ot' Decembc1• preceding, ot' 
tho condition ot' tho snid librnry, of tho funds and other 
property of tlt\l corpomtion, of its 1·eceipts and expendi
tures, d nl'i ng snoh yc11r. 

§ 10, This corpol'11tio11 shnll 1iosscss tho ~cnornl powers, ~~~f,1~'. nna 
am! ho subject to tho \ll'ovisions, l'Ostrict1011s nncl li11bili- tlun,. 
tics coutninetl in the tlurd title of the oightoonth olrnptcl' 
of the Jirst pm·t of tho Rovisetl Stntntcs, 

§ 11. '£his net s11111\ tnke ctlcct immcdintoly. 
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XXX. 

ADDRESS TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN· AND 
COMMONALTY OF TI-IE CITY OF 

NEW YORK. 

PRESENTED :SY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO THE HON. 

WJLLIAM L. STRONG, MAYOR., AT THE CITY HALL, 

MAF.CH 2!) 1 1896, 

@:~• l.lT<tll !!)o,k 1Jlublir J::,ibrat'll, formed by the consolidation 
of the Astor and Ltnox Libraries, and the Tilde\!· Trust, h3.ving 
perfected its legal organization, the Trustees must now decide 
as to the scope ·of the work to be undertaken by the consolidated 
body,· and.as to the site and character of its building. 

The_ chart~~~-- of the_ indiv~tJuaJ_ cq_~pgr~tions and the trusts 
assu~ed towards the founders of ~he libraries and other benefac
tors,· reader it necessary in any event _that the Asto_r and L_~~ox 
collections sh~Il always re~~_in -~-n the library for use by readers 
there,- and shall not· be lent out o;-·afio~~d·to-be t·.ike"n by i0:di
viduals from the build:ing. This necessarily involves the erec
tion of a building adequate for convenient access by the pu}Jlic, 
and with sufficient acco~modation for the large additions which 
are necessary to make these collections such a library of refer
ence as is required in thi.~ City. 

While the present collections are of gteat value as a founda
tion, they are, nevertheless, small ahd incomplete in compari
son with the great libraries of other countries, and the present 
buildings are in many. respects unsuitable and wholly inade~ 
quate to the future needs of 'the Corporation. 

. The annual income of the.Corporation at the: presen~ time· is 
: ·· about $r6o,ooo. This amount will eventually be somewhat in

creased b)' the sale of property now unproductive, including one 

125 
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or both of th_e present library buildings. On the other 1 
income will be :reduced, if the Corporation is compell 
its own funds, to erect a suitable building. 

The expenses of such a reference library as must -
tained will be necessarily very large. In order to com1 
mai~tain the present collections)an outlay of not less tha1 
a year is necessary. In addition) large sums must Qe e: 
as opportunity offers, to fill up the numerous exist[ 
The Astor and Lenox Libraries are now kept open dt 
hours ·of daylight only; but the cost of maintenance am 
istration, including repairs, heating, lighting, cleaniI 
loguing, &c., will amount to $75 1000 a year-and this 
increase with the increase of the collection;,. If the 
are to be. kept open during the evening, there will be ; 
increase 'j~ the cost of administration. 

The Trustees are, therefore, satisfied- that although 
solidated Corporation will probably have means suff 
enable it to maintain a free reference library with ample 
rooms and accommoda~ion for students; nevertheles 
Corporation shall provide its own_ site, wliether from I; 
owned or to be acquired, and erect thereon a building ~ 
the future needs of such a· library alone, its inCome will i 
ficient to do more than to maintain the same in full effic 

To accomplish this_ result will, indeedJ be no small 
ment, because in considering the subject, no one cari f 
impressed with the theagre and unsatisfactory provisio 
ing in the City of New York, either for scholars and sh 
a reference Iibrary, or for home reading through a Ji 
circulation. 

The following table shows the· number of books in th 
pal Libraries of the World: 

LIBRARY. CITY.'· 
Bibliothf:que Nationale ...... __ , • , ..... Pads ..... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
British Museum ...................... London .. . 
Imperial Library........ . ..... :st, Petersburg •......... _. 
Royal Library.......... . . , ...... Munich ........... . 
Royal Public ........ : ................ Berlin ................... . 
Strasburg University. '. .. Strasburg .. _. 
Library of Congr~ss .................. Washington .... _ ......... . 
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LIIlRARY. 

Public LiPrary .... . 
Imperial Libiary ... . 
Bodleian Library .. 
Leipsic University, .. 
Royal Library ........ , .. 
Siuttgard University. 
Buda·Pesth Library:.,. 
Cambridge University .. 
Biblioteca N acional .... 
GOttingen University,. : ..... 
National Central .... 

CI'rY, 

, .. Boston, , ..... , ...... , ... , . 
. .Vienna 

. ... Oxfo1d ..... ,., .•. 
. .. Leipsic.,,,, ..... . 
. . Copenhagen. , ... , . 
. Stuttgard ....... . 

. .... Buda-Pesth ...... . 
. .. Cambridge, England. 

. Madrid ........ . 
.... Gottingen . _ ..... , .. 
.. , Florence ................. . 

Vienna University., .. , ...... , ... , .... Vienna ......... . 
St, Mark's National..,.,, ... , ...... Venice ....... . 
Public Library ....... , ... , ..... , ..... Hamburg ...... . 
Royal Library... . . .. Brussels ......... . 
Royal !-,ibrary ........ , . . . .. , . Dresden .......... . 
National Library ................. -... The Ha,.,.01.1e •........ 
lieid~lbe~g University... . .Heidelberg .... , •... , 
Harvard University........ , ... , , .Cambridge, Mass .. 
Chica.go University .... , , . . . ... , .. , , . Chicago ....... . 
NeW York Public Library ...... , .. ,. ... New York .... , .... 

12!( 

VOLUMES, 

600,000 

570,000 

530,000 

504,000 
500,000 

500,000 

463,000 
450,000 
450,000 

450,000 
437,000 
4x8,ooo 
4I5,000 
410,000 

405,000 

400,000 

4-00,000 

400,000 
400.000 

380.000 

350,000 

In other countries, and in other portions of our own country, 
it has been considered ·an essential du~y of the State to prov-ide 
adequate support for a great Public Library. In our City no 
real obligation in that respect has been assumed on the part of 
the public authorities; and the entire subject has been practi
cally left to private enterprise or private benefaction. ·while 
millions have been spent upon Parks, Armories and Public Im
provements, public contributions to libraries hav~ been insig
nificant. But private benefactions, however' generous, cannot 
be expected to supply, unaided, the means tha_~ are essential to 
the establishment and maintenance of a library of the first rank. 
Thus the Parliamentary appropriations for the current year for 
the British Museum amount to £157 1 7841 or about $750,000; to 
which must be added the income from six funded bequests1 and 
the value of all the books

1 
pictures, charts and other publica~ 

Hons of the British press, which it receives without cost under 
the operation of the copyright laws. 

The following table exhibits the amount expended by the 
·; . .-public authorities or" the City of New York for library work, as 

ff 

i 
I 
! 
I 
i 
!: 
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compared with the expenditures of some other cities in this 
country: 

POPULATION IN PUBI,!C LlBR.An.Y INCOME PER. 
CITY, 

r890, lNCO!tfE, 
r,ooo· 

OF POPULATION. 

Springfield, Mass. , ..... 441179 $25,000 $565,88 
Boston, Mass.*. . , ... , . 448,477 1:70,000 379.o6 
Peoria, III .. _ .. _ ....... 41,024 rs,ooo 365, 63 
Minneapolis, Minn ...... 164,738 55,000 333, 86 
Worcester, Mass .. ,., ... 84,655 28,36o 335.00 
:Hartford, Conn .. , .. ..... 53,220 15,000 28r. 84 
Newark, N. J, ......... rSr,830 41,000 225.48 
Lowell, Mass ... .. ····· 77,696 14,639 188. 4:c 
Toledo, 0 .. , .... L' 81,434 15,000 184.19 
Omaba, Neb, ... ,.,., , . , 140,452 24,000 I70,87 
Providence, R. I. ...... 132,146 22,000 166.48 
Detroit, Mich .. ,., ... ,. 205,876 34,000 i65.14 
Cincinnati, 0 .. _,.,,,, .. 296,908 41,000 138.06 
San Francisco, Cal ...... 298,997 40,000 133, 78 
Milwaukee, Wis, .. , .... 204,468 25,000 122,:n 
(;hkago, Ill. f .... ,, , ... r,099,850 125,000 rr3, 65 
St. Louis, Mo.,, ...... 451~770 54,000 II9.53 
Baltimore, Md .......... 434,439 50,000 r.r5.og 
Cleveland, 0 ........... 261,353 ;.i,8,ooo IOj, I_3 

New York. .•......... ,. 1,srs,.301 40,000 26,39 

Past experience seems to have demonstrated th-at no reference 
library-no matter how complete or how freely thrown open to 
the public-can really and thoroughly either interest the public 

. or provide for its wants. To accompllsh this re~ult an adequate 
and satisfactory Free Public Library System must aim at the 
circulation of books for home reading, both for cultivation and 
recreation, in addition to supp1Jing the needs of scholars. In 
no other Way can the benefits of education and training of the 
public school system be preserved and made ·effective. 

Moreover1 the providing of a single library from which the 
public may draw books is not sufficient in a large city, and the 
system is only- successful where its beflefits are brought by means 
of many stations within reasonable reach of all. In other words, 

i.' Land and building provided by City. Cost of building about $2,56r,ooo. 
f Land and building provided by City. Cost of building about $r,325,800. 
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Y'hat is necessary for real public interest and lasting public ben
efit, is a great central library of reference and exhibit, and in 
addition, the public must be provided with the means of pro
curing books for home reading within some reasonable distance 
of their residences. 

The beginning of a movement for free circulation of books has 
been made by the New York Free Circ·u1ating Library, and on a 
sma1Ier scale by other associations; but their means and facili
ties are entirely inadequate to the demands and needs of the 
public. The Trustees are satisfied that that organization will 
gladly co-operate in the establishment of a satisfactory Public 
Library System, 

As early as 1847 the State of Massachusetts authorized a tax 
to establish a free library in _Boston, and in 185 r such law was 
made general throughout th.e State of Massachusetts. As the 
result of this legislation, over two hundred towns in that State 
now have public libraries, containing an aggregate considerably 
in excess of two million volumes. Ma~y other States have nearly 
kept up to the Massachusetts standard, .and in New Hampshire 
it was proposed, in 18931 for the first time to make it obligatory 
on towns to have and maintain public libraries in the same man
ner in which public schools are maintained. An act to this effect 
was passed in 1895. 

The promoters of this legislation proceeded on the theo_ry that 
it_was unpardonable to make large yearly expenditures for com~ 
mon schools, and then deny to the public the means of further 
education. Indeed, a popular public library, bringing sound 
literature within the reach of every .man's home, is in a very real 
sense a part of the educational system of the State. Education 
ought n?t to stop with the public school, nor e-..:en with the h~gh 
school. It is necessary also to provide the higher school which 
a well-equipped popular library can alone afford. Moreov~r the 
State has a profound interest in aiding .the circulation of ideas 
that are not ephemeraL The best influence of a popular press 
must largely depend up(?n its having wlth~n reach a complete 
storehouse of scientific, economic and historical facts, with which 
to correct the crudeness of hasty judgments of great social and 
national movements. 

l 
I 
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The State of New York1 although under early laws some pro
vision was made for district school libraries, was one of the most 
backward of all the States of the Union 1 having until very lately 
no free library law; but public libraries are now a part of the 
educational system of the Statf:, and good results should be ex
pected from the present law in the smaller towns and •cities. 
Nevertheless no Public Library System has been- adopted Jor the 
City of New York, and the modest contributions made by -it to 
the general object of libraries, bear a sad .compadson. with the 
amounts contributed for o.ther laudable objects. 

It ls plain that the City of New York should have a broad and 
comprehensive Library System1 adequate to furnish recreation 
and instruction to all. It is ·equally plain that while the means 
at the command of (this Corporation are entirely inadequate to 
undertake the whole work, nevertheless its existing organization 
and the resources at its command offer ~o the public an oppor. 
tunity to secure at a minimum cost such a Public Libraiy System 
as shall be in keeping with the impoi-tance, dignity arld magni
tlide of the City. If the present opportunity be lost, 10ng delay 
,~ill ensue in establishing any such system; the expense must be . . 

enormously increased; and as this Corporation wiU have entered 
on its work, within the limits possible to -it with its present re~ 
sources, a new library wm, to a considerable extent, again create 
the vei-y evils from Which the _several organizations, by the"ir 
consolidation, have sought to escape. 

In this condition of affairs, the Trustees of The New York 
Public Library have deemed it their duty to make a frank pre• 
sentation of these-facts, and to tender to the public their aid 
and all the resources at their command toward the foundation 
of a Great Public Library, able to supply the needs of all classes, 
and which shall do.J10nor to the City. 

If the City of New York will furnish a proper site, and pro· 
vide the means. to erect thereon a suitablf! building for the pur• 
pOses of the New York.Public Library, excluding for the present 
the re1;_r,Iirements of branch libraries or delivery stations other 
than those now. controlled by the Free Circulating Library, then 
the New York Public Library can, through the sale of its pres• 
ent sites, obtain such an addition to its funds as will justify it 
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in providing for the circulation of books from its main building. 
'If further funds can be; supplied from private benefaction or 
otherwise, s_ufficient to establish and main lain an adequate num
ber of branches for circulaticin, it is certain that the City of New 
Yqrk can and will have a' free Public Library on the broadest 
and most comprehensive plan. 

·· It must be borne in mind that in suggesting that the City 
should thus do something towards securing the amplest result$ 
from the endowments which we owe to the munificence and wise 
forethought of three successive generations of t11e Astor family, 
of James and Henrietta Lenox1 and of Samuel J. Tilden, the 
Trustees are asking no favors for themselves or the Corporation 
they represent. They ar~ seeking only to supply the best ser
yice possible for all the people of the City. Every dollar 
diverted into buildings will simply diminish the means that 
would.otherwise be available for the, supply and distribution of 
books. Nor will any aid that the City may give prove an unpro~ 
duct~ve outlay. On the contrar}', it is believed to be suscepti
ble of demonstration that the erection by the City of such a 
buildirig as this· Corporation requires, in a fitting locality.1 will 
add to the City1s revenuei for it will ·larg~ly increase the tax
able value of all neighboring property. 

Should the suggestions of the Trustees be favorablyreceived'1 

no site within the control of the City could accomplish the ends 
in View as well as that of the Reservoir upon Fifth Avenue, be
tween Fortieth and Forty-second Streets. 

The site is an ideal one for such a building. It is to-day the 
most central and easily accessible spot on the Island, and will 
be rendered even more so by new mea.ns of communication. 
Within a ·single block are two lines of surface cars and two ele
vated railroads 1 running north and south. The Forty-second 
Street surface road intersects all the chief thoroughfares that 
connect t.he upper with the lower part of the City. Less than 
three hundred yards away is the common terminus of the three 
principal railroads running into the City. And not only does 
this site command these incomparable advantages at the pres
ent time, but -it is impossib1_e to foresee a time when it cannot 

'I 

·/ 



132 LIBRARY BUILDING IN BR YANT PARIC. 

retain a like superiority, · At no point further north can any 
similar convergence of public modes of travel ever be antici~ 
pa.ted. 

On this site it will be possible to erect a library building, dig
nified, ample in size, visible from all sicles, with uninterrupted 
light, free from an danger of fire, in no respect encroaching 
upon the existing Bryant Park, and which will be an ornament 
to the City. The Park area would indeed be increased by sub
stituting a library building for the Reservoir. The Reservoir 
measures 455 feet by 4zo. A library building 350_ feet by 300 

would offer all the accommodations which the most sanguine 
would probably think it wise at present to provid~; and even 
this. would leave a rna,i_:gin of more than loo feet on the avenue 
and more than 50 feet on each side street, to be laid out with 
grass and shrubbery, The City would the11 have no quarter 
JJl.Ore inviting. The library would in effect bring the Park to 
Fifth Avenue; while reciprocally the Park would add enor
mously to the attractiveness, security and usefulness of the 
library. 

In order to afford the City and the public the opportunity of 
determining whether they will now have such a great, well
equipper1, and really popular library, for the benefit of all the 
people~the Board of Trustees of The New York Public Library· 
hereby respectfully apply to the City authorities for their 
approval of such legislation as will enable the City to grant to 
this Corporation, by some permanent tenure, a proper site for its 
Library Building and such funds as may be necessary to enable 
this Corporation to construct and e.quip its building thereon; 
and that the site of the present reservoir on Fifth A venue, be
tween Fortieth and Forty-second Streets, be gi·anted for that 
purpose, if compatible with the public interest. 

When we consider the extent to which an iflstitution of the 
character proposed may fairly be expected to strengthen the 
police, dimi"nish cri.me, raise public standards of morality, 
a~tract to our city men from every department of industry and 
every walk of .life, add to the operative power of our peopie1 

and extend the influence of our Commonwealth, it can hardly 
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be regarded otherwise than a privilege for the City to share in 

the work. 
TBE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

As'I'OR; LENO:X. AND TILDEN FOUNDATIONS. 

JORN BIGELOW, 

President. 

GEORGE L. RIVES, 

,S'ccretary. 

:j 
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ACT PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION BY T 
CITY OF NEW YORK OF A PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BUILDING IN BRYANT PARK. 

AN AcT to'- provide for the construction of a pu l 
building in Bryant park in .the city of New Ye 
to be occupied by the New York public librc 
Astor, Lenox and Tild~n foundations.* 

PASSED I9 MAY, I897, 

LAWS ·oF 1897, CHAPTER 

AMEND}!:Il 23 APRIL, IgOO, 

LA ws OF rgoo, CHAPTER 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

ffoction 1. The land now Occupied by the reservoir u: 
Fifth avenue, between Fortieth ·and Forty.second streets: 
the city of New York, havi-ng been made, pursuant to Ia" 
authol'ity, a portion of a public park, known as _Bryant pf 
the department of public parks in the city of New York is her• 
authorized to remove the reservqir 1 now occupying a· portior 
such Bryant park, and to erect, construct, maintain, equip : 
furnish in said Bryant park, or in or upon any portion there 
a suitable and appropriate fire~proof ½uilding1 in accorda 
with plans to be made and pr~pared by the trustees of the 1' 
York ·public library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden foundatic 
and to be approved by the board of estimate and apporti 

* Amendments of 1900 are printed in italics. 

140 
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ment in the city of New Y9rk; such building to be used and 
occupied as a p~blic library and reading room by the said the 
New YOrk public library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden founda
tions, a consolidated corporation organized and existing under 
the laws of the state of New York, and for the purpose of 
carrying out the objects and purposes of said corporation, in 
accordance with the agreeme~t of consoljdation whereby said 
corporations was constituted, and the $everal acts incorporating 

·the trustees of the Astor library, the trustees of the Lenox 
library and the Tilden trust. 

£i.ertiou 2:. The said department of public parks shall prepare 
and submit to the board of estimate and apportionment forms 
of contracts, specifications and bonds for the faithful perform
ance of the work and the furnishing of materials required, from 
time to time, to be approved ~y the corporation counsel of. the 
city of New York as to form. When such contracts 2.nd ·Specifi
cations, and 'the form of bond, shall have been approved by the 
board of estimate and apportionment, the commissioners of 
public parks shall advertise for sealed bids or proposais foi 
.doing the work and furnishing the materials, as called for by 
the contract; which advertisement shall be published in the 
City Record and in two daily newspapers to be designated by 
the said cornmissioners at least fifteen days consecutively before 
the time fixed for the closing of the bids, 

All bids or proposals shall be enclosed in sealed envelopes 
addressed to the said commissioners of public parks, and shall 
be accompanied by a deposit of such a!llount, if any, as said 
commissioners shall decide. The contracts may be several, and 
cover such portion or portions of the work re.spectively as the 
said board of estimate and apportionment shall decide. The 

. bids shall be opened by said commissioners, and shall be sub
mitted to the board of estimate and apportionment. Said board 
may select such bid or bids, proposal or proposals, the accept~ 
ance of which will, in their judgment, best secure the efficient 
performance of the work, or they may reject any or all of said 
bids and direct a readvertisement, as herein above provided. 

The said department of parks, is hereby authorized to use and 
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employ ir~ and a'?01:1t such erection and construction the materials 
composing said reservoir or any part thereof} or wholly to r.e
move the same, or to seU and dispose of the same, or any part 
thereof, provided, .howevet, that the actual removal of such 
reservoir shall not be made until that portion of the mains for 
an additional supply of water, authorized by chapter 669 of the 
Laws of 1896, shall ha\re been laid and made ready for use, as 
far south as Thirty-eighth street, and until the department of 
public works of said city of New York, shall have made such 
connections and readjustments of the water pipes for distribu
tion of the water supply as may be necessary; aud shall certify 
to the.board of estimate and apportionment that such connec
tions and readjustrµ-ents have been made. 

S.ertion 8. The said board of estimate and apportionment in 
said city is further authorized, at any time-after the passage of 
this act, to enter into a contract with the said• the New York 
public library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden foundations, for the 
use and '?Ccupation by such corporation and its successors of 
the buildbg so to be erected, constructed, equipped and fur
nished for the purpose of maintaining therein.a public library 
and reading-rooffi and carrying on the·objects and purposes of 
the said, corporation ·as prOvided by the said 8.greement of con
solidation and the several acts incorporating the said several 
corporations respectively, and any amendments to b"e hereafter 
authorized to the same, which contract shall provide foe such 
use and occupation so loog as the said the New York public 
library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden foundations shall maintain 
such public library and reading~room therein and shall use said 
building so to be erected for the purpose thereof. The said 
contract shall provide for the establishment and maintenance 
of a free circulating branch in said library and that the same 
shall pe open for the use of the public during the day thne on 
Sunday and during the evening of each other day of. the week 
for such term as may be prescribed by the proper authorities 
in. control of said library when the same is opened, the hour 
for the closing of said branch of the library on each evening 
to be not earlier than ten o)clock, 
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0erti.otl Ii. For the purpose of providing means for carrying 
in~o· effect the provisions of this act, including the cost of the 

f. removal of the reservoir and the erection, construction, equip~ 
rnent and furnishing .of the building hereinbefore authorized, 
an-d the grading and. terracing of the land abo1d sat'd building, and the 
cof/Strudion of s1tt'table sidewalks, terraces, steps and other approaches, 
it shall be the duty of the comptroller of the city of New York, 
upon being thereunto authorized by the ·board of estimate and 
apportionment, to issue and sell consolidated stOck of said city 
in sttch amounts as sa£d board shall from Nme to time in its discretio,e. 
determine to be needed, an(+. at such a. rate of interest as may be 
fixed by said comptroller, not exceeding four J)er centum per 
annum. Said stock shall provide for the payment of the princi-

- pal and interest in gold coin of the United States of America, 
,:- . and shall be free from taxation and shall be redeemable within 

. a period of time not exceeding forty-five years from the date of 
]}.,.their issue. It sha1l not be sold ·for less than the par value 
-j.{thcreof. The proceeds of the same sba1l be paid out and ex-
t>pended for the purposes for which the same are issued upon 
_-_Vouchers certified by the department of public parks. The 
:•,:~ggregate amount of said stock, to be issued under flu provision$ 

:f{of this act, shalt be fixed by the board of estimate and apportionmmt 

0.ecrio-tt 5-. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the 
-}ff~rovisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

£:i.ection 6. Th.is act shall take effect immediately. 

,;:-~}"" The act of 18g7 provided as follows: 

-:: '' The ag-grcgate amount of said stock, to be issued nuder provision of this act, 
·_ ~!I not exceed two millions, five hundred thousand dollars." 

I 
i 
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Landmarks Preseivalion 
Commission 

Meenakshl Srinivasan 
Chair 

Kato Lemos McHalo 
Director of Research 
klemosmchale@lpc.nyc.gov 

1 Centre Street 
9th Floor North 
New York, NY 10007 

212 669 7801 tel 
212 669 7818 fax 

June 21, 2017 

Charles D. Warren, President 
Committee to Save the New York Public Library 
232 East 11th Street 
New York, NY 10003 

Re: New York Public Library Interiors: Rose Main Reading Room; Bill Blass 
Public Catalog Room; Miriam and Ira D Wallach Art & Architecture Room; Brook 
Russell Astor Reading Room for Rare Books and Manuscripts; Edna B. 
Salomon Room; 42nd Street Staircases; Sue and Edgar Wachenheim Ill 
Trustees Room; South-North Gallery, First Floor; Gottesman Exhibition Hall; 
Sue and Edgar Wachenheim Ill Gallery; DeWitt Wallace Periodicals Room; 
Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division; Celeste Bartos Forum 

~ 
Dear~ren: 

Thank you for your request for evaluation of the interiors of the New York Public 
Library listed above, and the supporting petitions. The Commission calendared 
the two primary public spaces, the Rose Main Reading Room and Bill Blass 
Public Catalog Room, on June 6, 2017. 

We appreciate your commitment to historic preservation and your interest in the 
work of the Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

Sincerely, 

~m~~ 
/ 

cc: Theodore Grunewald, Vice President 
Thomas H. Collins, Treasurer 
Monica Straus, Secretary 
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April 3, 2019 

Hon. Sarah Carroll, Chair 
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
The Municipal Building, 9 th Floor 
One Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 

RE: NYPL Main Building Interior Spaces 

Dear Chair Carroll, 

The Historic Districts Council has long been interested in gaining 
protections for the remarkable interiors of the New York Public Library's 
Main Branch at 475 Fifth Avenue. Thanks to the prescient actions of the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, portions of Carrere and Hastings 
building have been designated as interior landmarks, ensuring their civic 
grandeur will continue to benefit New Yorkers for years to come. The 
commission has even seen fit to recently expand the original 1974 interior 
designation by adding the Main Reading Room and the Catalog Room, a 
move which we greatly applaud, especially considering the multi-year 
ceiling restoration which the Reading Room underwent. In that instance, the 
expert oversight of the Landmarks Commission was incredibly welcome. 

At this time, HDC would like the Landmarks Commission to reconsider 
further expanding the interior designation of this building to include 
additional public spaces of architectural beauty and design excellence. 
Specifically, we request that the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
consider the following spaces within the Main Branch of the New York 
Public Library (called the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building) as potential 



New York City Interior Landmarks: the South-North Gallery; D. Samuel and 
Jeane H. Gottesman Exhibition Hall; Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III 
GalleryRoom 112; DeWitt Wallace Periodicals Room; Lionel Pincus and 
Princess Firyal Map Division; Celeste Bartos Forum; 42nd Street Staircases; 
Edna B. Salomon Room; Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Art & Architecture Room; 
and the Brooke Russell Astor Reading Room for Rare Boolcs and 
Manuscripts. Enclosed with this letter is our 2013 Request for Evaluation 
for these rooms, as well as the Main Reading Room and the Catalog Room 
which, as noted above, were designated in 2017. This request for evaluation 
was occasioned by the commissioners' comments during the conversation 
about the recent proposal for a new 40 th Street entrance to the Schwarzman 
Building. We felt that between the completed Reading Room restoration and 
the Library's exciting renovation plans, this would be a good time to look at 
the building again. We hope you agree. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Simeon Bankoff 

Executive Director 


